
City has 10 days to r J
By Bill Campbell

As Hoboken awaits a state
mandate to adopt its municipal
budget. City Council President
Pat Pasculli will meet today
with representatives of the Wa-
terfront Advisory Committee in
the hopes of reaching a speedy
conclusion to the city's insur-
ance dispute with the Port
Authority.

Pasculli, attorneys for the
WAC, the city and a citizens
group will meet to discuss
"new approaches" to resolving
the multimillion-dollar insur-
ance question Hoboken has
anticipated $3 million of the
$94 million settlement for tax
relief in the 1987 municipal
budget.

The administration of May-
or Thomas Veezetti, the City

Mget
Pasculli trying fora speedy end
of PA pier insurance battle

Council and the Port Authority
have been at loggerheads over
the settlement since April. The
state gave Hoboken permission
to earmark a portion of the
money in its budget to stabilize
the tax rate. **

But Barry Skokowski, di-
rector of the state Division of
Local Government Services,
yesterday notified the city it
must ratify a budget within 10
davs or risk state intervention.

"We're trying to be polite, but
were not playing around." he
said.

Pasculli, saying the council
is "'under the gun" to adopt its
budget, said he arranged the
meeting to discuss "new ap-
proaches" to the settlement.

It was unclear if city attor-
ney William E. Graves' letter
accusing the Port Authority of
"pretending to the court" that
it was fulfilling contractual ob-

ligations would have an effect
on the meeting

Pasculli. who vocally op-
posed the administration's ini-
tial settlement with the PA
over a 1980 fire at Pier B. said
he "does not want to close the
door" with the PA. We must
certainly get together and dis-
cuss our options because we
are dealing with such a large
chunk of revenue."

City Business Administra-

tor Edwin Chius said the con-
troversial $3 million equals
about $25 dollars on the tax
rate Hoboken already has the
highest tax rate in the state.
$216 per $1,000 of assessed
valuation

The P A , which is en-
trenched in a court battle with
a citizens group over the insur-
ance money, last month reject-
ed the council's revisions to the
initial agreement with the may-

Quick ruling sought in insurance case
( ontinued from Page 1
resolved within 10 days be-
cause $3 million frdm the set-

tlement has been anticipated
in the 1987 municipal budget

Meanwhile, Pasculli said

Quick insurance ruling
T "T"

By B i l l C a m p b e l l - , _ / , <,

The Hoboken City Council,
facing a state deadline tn*adopt
the municipal budget, has re-
vised its strategy for recouping
$7.3 million in insurance pro-
ceeds from the Port Authority.

In a closed meeting Friday,
representatives, of the council,
the Mayor's Waterfront Adviso-
ry Committee and a citizens
group agreed to urge the Supe-
rior Court to expedite a deci-
sion on the controversial funds,
according to City Council Pres-

ident Pat Pasculli. He said City
Attorney William Graves would
write to Assignment Judge Bur-
rell Ives Humphreys to urge
him to decide on the fate of the
funds within 10 days. The city
was formally notified on Fri-
day by the state that it must
adopt its budget by July 20 or
risk state intervention.

The city and the citizens
group, PASS, are suing the PA
for the insurance money plus
$2.1 million in interest, claim-
ing the hi-state agency violated
its lease with the city to oper-

ate a marine terminal on the
city-owned pier property.

The administration of May-
or Thomas Vezzetti, the City
Council and the P.A. have been
at loggerheads in attempts
reach a settlement over the
funds issued to the P.A. after a
1980 fire destroyed Pier B

The council rejected a set-
tlement between Vezzetti and
the PA, while the P.A. reject-
ed the council's revised settle-
ment. Officials want the issue

See QUICK - Page 5.
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Laughs, tears shared on Hoboken bench
By CHRISTOPHER

Staff Writer
HOBOKEN—It's late morning

outside City Hall here on Washing-
ton and First streets Silting on the
worn wooden benches, gazing at the
shade trees fingered shadows
creeping across the sidewalk, are
the regulars
, You know them, if you've ever

been here. They are a mostly an-
cient group,'* sea of green polyester
slacks and flower-print dresses,
that seems to live on those benches
Some of them do

"I served in Korea," says Pedro
Melandez, a homeless man who has
lived in t.te city for the past 12
years "I'm living on the street "
i, Melandez says that he and his
wife, Gloria, lost their papers prov-
ing his military service, so they get
no money from the Army or from
Social Security.

"I'm looking for a job — I'm old,"
he says softly "The jobs here are
for young people, not old people.

Melandez says he and his wife do
not sleep in a shelter because they
are separated there. And so the
veteran and his wife sleep where
they find a spot and rely on others
for their food

"Somebody gives some money, I
eat," he says His creased face and
whitened hair do not seem to belong
to a man only 54 "Sometimes we
go to sleep without food." His wife
nods sadly.

Over on the other side of the
building sits Roosevelt High, a 74-
year old man.

"Hey, what are you gonna do —
walk yourself to death or some-
thing''" High called to a white-
haired*, lady named Susy Asgill.
"You got the walkin' blues? You
better sit down and rest a while '

High laughs and shakes his head,
crowned smartly with a straw
fedora, and Asgill lays down her
plastic shopping bags and aluminum
walking stick and sits beside him
-The talk is of mutual friends,

caramon aches — physical and emo-
tjwjal — and bus schedules, which
really never are regular

"I tell you something." Asgill
says, her yellowed eyes wide behind
her glasses "You should come out
here early Sunday morning, like I
do. You see em all. One is out here
with his shoes under his head, sleep-
i n " She cackles, holding her sides,
and High smiles.

When High mentions he is 74. she
cackles again and says, "When I
was 74. I didn't even know you."

She won't say just how old she is
— only that she passed 88 "a long
time ago "

•*My man was a sailor in World
War I." she says proudly as she
stands up to leave. She gathers her
bags and straightens her white
blouse over her bright print dress
Her left hand, wrinkled like an old
grocery store bag, still boasts a thin
wedding band

"You better get up and come to
Sunday school!" she hollers at High

the attorney for the WAC would
"tighten the language" in the
revised agreement in the hopes
the PA would find it palat-
able. The P.A. strongly rejected
the revised agreement, calling
it "unacceptable and
unworkable."

The P.A: has objected to
the deletion of a clause in the
original agreement authorizing
the city to repay the P.A. $15
million that the municipality
borrowed to purchase the piers
from the federal government in
1984 Pasculli Friday said the
council may agree to repay the
PA

He said the new settlement
would bo presented to the WAC
for review tonight. The WAC
has been critical of the original
settlement and the administra-
tion's willingness to negotiate
with the P.A. to develop a $600
million mixed-use project on
the piers.

However, mayoral aide
Laurie Fabiano questioned

Pasculli's decision to allow the
WAC to alter the revised agree-
ment. "Any settlement the city
reaches with the P.A. on the
insurance money must come
from the administration and
the council, not an advisory
committee," she said.

WAC spokesmen were not
available I'orcomnient. but the
group's chairwoman, Mayme
Jurkat, last week said the com-
mittee would not "cave in" to
reach a compromise because of
the state deadline to strike a
budget.

Pasculli said the council
this week will also identify oth
er sources of revenue to place
in the beleaguered budget in
the event the insurance money
is not forthcoming

Among the funds not antici-
pated in the city's $28 million
budget are $1.5 million from a
tax settlement at the old Hobo
ken Shipyards and a $1 million
•loan" from the state as pay
ment from back railroad taxes

BENCH DWELLER Roosevelt High, left, often tells of
the year 1929 when he first moved to Hoboken from

as she walks away.
Sunday school? It's been a long

time since I've gone to Sunday
school," High answers.

"1 know it." She shakes her head
slowly and walks back home, a
couple of blocks away.

High stays to chat a while he talks
of many things, but he keeps return-
ing to a single theme: how much
things have rhangwi since 1929. the
year he moved here from New York
City

"When I came along, all the man
wanted to know was, will you
work11 he said of his first em-
ployers. General Foods. "Now, you
can't get a job After you get 40
years old, they won't hire you."

Employment was also on the
mind of a man calling himself Tony
Dee. who sat on the far bench. "You
have to have money in your
pocket." he says earnestly. "To do
that, you have to work."

Tony says he does not understand
people who do not work when they
can He lives in a city shelter, but
he speaks with pride of his job.
which is taking food orders for
people in the park on 10th street.

By mid-afternoon, Dee moves to
the center bench, waiting until 4
p.m. when he begins working in the
park. High and the Melandezes
move on. for now. The leaves shad-
ows blend into the gray concrete
sidewalk. And the people walk past,
oblivious to today's regulars.

INew York. Tony Dee, right, likes to explain how he earns
money by running errands for people in the park.

Photos by Don Smith

or Kichard Seltzer, attorney
for the citizens group. PASS.
said he could not speculate on
the outcome of the meeting.
"All I can do is hope for the
best." he said

Mayme Jurkat. WAC chair
woman, said the staunchly anti-
P A advisory group would not
"cave in" to reaching a compro-
mise on the insurance issue
because of the Mate budget
deadline

The state is beating us
about the head and shoulders."
she said. "I understand them
wanting us to get the budget
out, but (they should not) force
us into accepting this
agreement

Skokowski said the state
Department of Community Af-

See HOBOKEN — Page 12.

Jurkat resigns
post as WAC's
chairwoman
By Bill Campbell

The chairwoman of the Ho-
boken Mayor's Waterfront Ad-
visory Committee abruptly re-
signed Monday night following
a heated meeting with city offi-
cials and other committee
members.

Mayme Jurkat, chairwo-
man of the 20-member advisory
committee for the past year
and a half, resigned after a
stormy four-hour closed meet-
ing that centered on a revised
$9.4 million insurance settle-
ment between the city and the
Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey.

The dispute is over $7.3
million in insurance funds the
P.A. received after a fire de-
stroyed Pier B in 1980 and $2.1
million in interest. The P.A.
leases the city-owned piers on
the southern waterfront.

According to a WAC mem-
ber who did not want to be
identifed, discussion degener-
ated into finger-pointing and
name-calling among moderate
members who want to settle
with the PA., hardline mem-
bers who oppose an agreement
and city officials.

"1 guess you could call it a
raucous session," Jurkat said
yesterday. "It's a diverse group
and sometimes you yell and
scream. We must find ways to
work together even if we don't
agree. That's something we
must learn."

Jurkat said she has consid-
ered stepping down as chair-
woman for several weeks to al-
low "someone who is fresh to
take over." Jurkat, an adminis-
trator at Stevens Institute of
Technology, was expected to
resign before the committee
began its review of a water-
front project proposed by Ste-
vens and Hartz Mountain
Industries.

Mayor Thomas Vezzetti,
who appointed the WAC after
his election in 1985, had no
comment yesterday on Jurkat's
resignation. The committee has
vocally criticized the adminis-
tration for its negotiations with
the P.A. to develop the pier
property.

WAC has also opposed the
administration's agreement
with the P.A. to settle the insur-
ance dispute. Monday's meet-
ing was an attempt to develop a
settlement acceptable to the
WAC, the council and the
administration.

According to sources, a
shouting match erupted among
WAC members Dan Tumpson
and Tom llling and city attor-
ney William Graves. Graves,
who negotiated the settlement
for the city, stormed out of the
meeting after Tumpson and Ill-
ing refused to agree on the
newly revised settlement, the
member said.

City Council President Pat
Pasculli, who has acted as a
WAC-city liaison, also left the
meeting after Tumpson and Ill-
ing voted against the settle-
ment, which WAC ratified by a
13-2 vote, the member said.

Jurkat. the member said,
anp'*<ly announced her resigna-
ti< nd adjourned the
im

1 , said the dispute cen-
tered ,.i "procedure" and not
the "content of the internal
squabble" at the meeting. He
said the only "yelling session"
occurred during exchanges
among himself, Tumpson and
Graves. Graves and Tumpson
were not available for
comment.

"The committee has been
under stress by the constant
meetings and the fact that we
keeping dealing with the same
agreement with the P.A.," lll-
ing said.

The council is under a state
mandate to ratify the munici-
pal budget by July 20. The ad-
ministration has anticipated $3
million of the insurance settle-
ment in the budget to provide
tax relief.

The revised settlement, the
third since the original agree-
ment in April, will be intro-
duced during tonight's City
Council session. The P.A. has
steadfastly opposed revisions
to the original agreement.

Jurkat said she plans re-
main a WAC member. A new
chairman is expected to be
elected at the next session.

Hispanic, minority
office on agenda

AVOIDING SHELTERS that separate men and women, Pedro Melandez and wife,
Gloria, sit on the Hoboken bench they have made their home in order to stay together.

By Bill Campbell _ ,r"^%l

Fulfilling a two-year-old
campaign promise by Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti, Fourth Ward
Councilman Edwin Duroy is ex-
pected to introduce an ordi-
nance tonight to create a Hobo-
ken Office of Hispanic and
Minority Affairs.

Duroy, the council's first
Hispanic member, announced
his intention to create the of-
fice yesterday during a news
conference in the mayor's
office.

"This is a step in the right
direction to fill a gap which has
existed in our community,"
Duroy said.

"This was one of the hopes
and promises of my administra-
tion, to respond to the needs of
the people," Vezzetti said.

According to the ordi-
nance, the office will exist
within the mayor's office with
funding from the city budget
and supplemental money from
possible state grants Vezzetti
has jurisdiction to set the sala-
ry for the minority affairs offi-
cer, and he estimated it would
be $30,000.

The office will also be
staffed by a clerical assistant.

Among the functions of the

office are to act as liaison be-
tween the city and individuals
of the minority community,
providing counseling and re-
ferral services, acting as a mu-
nicipal ombudsman for the
Hispanic and minority commu-
nity and assisting the Commu-
nity Development Agency in
providing information on the
Hispanic community.

According to Duroy, the
Hispanic population consists
of about 25 to 30 percent of the
city's 42,000 residents.

"This office is not going to
be a panecea for all the prob-
lems in the Hispanic and mi-
nority community," he said,
"but it's a step in the right
direction."

Vezzetti proposed the of-
fice during his mayoral cam-
paign in 1985. The office hasn't
been established, he said, "be-
cause we just didn't have the
votes on the council."

Duroy's election in June,
he said, "gives us the support
we always needed."

Duroy said he has "zeroed
in" on several candidates for
the minority affairs officer po-
sition, which is to be deter-
mined by £ mayoral appoint-
ment and council ratification



By JANET WILSON
Stuff Writer

HOBOKEN-Two crucial and
widely differing iew^opments yes-
terday could bring as end to the
city s budget impute, far Uu» year
at least

The first was a direct threat from
tiu ' *t the city adopt its
budj • a week — or else the
state woutd devise a plan

The second was a change of heart
by City Council President Patrick
P'asculli about an insurance settle-
ment with the Port Authority of

JtifT4 ? ?£
New York ami New Jersey'The
agreement could bring 13 million in
immediate tax relief into city cof-
fers within 30 days

The city is only one of nine munic-
iptiities statewide that has not
passed a budget, according to a
survey completed by the state De-
partment of Community Affairs
yesterday The city has been bor-
rowing money regularly to meet its
expenses because tax bills have not
been sent out

In March, Mayor Thomas F
Vezzetti submitted a 128 million

budget impasse nears its end
budget to the council, several
months past the state deadline, but
the council hat refused to pass or
amend it The council s refusal
came becacse without the authority
settlement the mayors budget
would require a tax increase The
city t Uses now rank highest in the
county

Barry Skokowski. director of the
state Division of Local Government
Services, said he would meet with
a deputy attorney general at 10 am
today to write up a mandate order-
ing the city to adopt its budget
within seven days

If local officials do "ft complv.
the state office wul write its own
budget for the city based on last
year s plan, and could slap fines on
the financially beleagured city at
well

Meanwhile, to combat the un-
popular possibility of raising taxes,
Pasculli yesterday said he would
consider accepting a settlement
with the authority that would bring
$3 million of a total $7.2 million in
insurance proceeds from a pier fire
to the city treasury within 30 days

Pasculli has been an adamant

supporter ot the Waterfront Ad-
visory Committee, which said the
insurance proceeds and interest
which total about» 5 million should
be returned in one lump sum
Vezwtti and Philip LaRocco Port
Authority world economic develop-
ment director, had signed an agree-
ment returning the money to the
city in portions for specific expen-
ditures The council, spearheaded
by Pasculli. rejected that settle-
ment

But Pasculli said yesterday he
would not mind if the city received
the money in installments, as long

as dates and amounts were agreed
upon

Pasculli saw* he still wanted to
guarantee that vague language
which could commit the city to
being a development partner with
the authority was stripped away
from the agreement He said he
w»»i<1 trv to arrange a meeting with
authority lawyers and negotiators
next week

He said he would meet first with
officials from Vezzetti's office, then
call a special work session of the
council to try to produce a meeting
of the minds between the elected
officials and » ' * r hers

Hoboken cuts heights H ° ^ ® n aS!;essor to 9et

of proposed housing
_ 3Uy//?/r

Bv CHRISTOPHER AVE

,000 in retirement pact
. .. 0 " . a / ... . . . . .

Muff Writer

HOBOKEN- A city agency re-
vised a plan to build a low- and
middle-income housing complex
yesterday, responding to criticism
about building heights and rent
costs in the original plan

Robert Armstrong, a Community
Development Agency lawyer, told a
Planning Board committee that two
of the three buildings planned for
Observer Highway will be lower
than the II stories provided for in
the original plan which was an-
nounced in February The third
building now is scheduled tor 16
stories

Armstrong said the 16-story
structure planned for the lot facing
Bloomfield Street. would not disrupt
the air space of the area because an
adjoining building is already 16
stories high

The remaining two buildings, to
be built between Bloomfield Street
and Willow Avenue, are to be nine
and six stories high

The CDA met with City Council
members and held public hearings
in February ami Mqrrh to rovi^.f

the original plan Officials and
citizens said then they were con-
cerned with building height and with
the rental cost of units reserved for
middle-income tenants.

The original plan provided for 492
units. 23 of which were to be re-
served for low-income tenants, and
92 others for middle-income ten-
ants The maximum price tor a low-
income apartment with three
bedrooms is $295 a month under the
plan

However, the cost of the middle-
income apartments was to be as
much as $975 a month for a three-
bedroom apartment Local resi-
dents and officials earlier this year
said that cost was too high

Armstrong did not guarantee that
the rent of medium-income apart-
ments will be reduced under the
new plan But he said competition
between developers for the land
rights will compel them to offer the
city a guarantee of lower rents and
more Iowa mi middle-income units
than the plan requires

According to Peggy Thomas, a
CDA assistant director, the agency
will recommend to the council that

a price for the land be set before
bids are taken That she said,
should encourage potential de-
velopers to offer guarantees of low
rents, rather than the usual guaran-
tees ot lower building cost

Armstrong told the Planning
Board committee the land would be
ottered for about $4 75 million

The new plan calls tor 500 total
units, with the same number of low-
and medium-income units as was
ottered in the first plan Current
tenants would be given preterenoe
in selecting tenants tor the low- and
middle-income units

Also suggested in the plan is the
possibility of allowing the middle-
income tenants to purchase their
units as condominiums

The opportunity tor some kind of
equity stake in those apartments
seems to be desirable in the com
munity." Armstrong said

The sites proposed for redevelop-
ment tonn a district along the city's
southern edge that the city in 1972
declared blighted." City officials
have said that as many as five
developers have expressed interest
in the project

STATE THREAT

kin sets
budget plea

By JANET WILSON
Staff Write'

HOBOKEN-Hat in hand, city of-
ficials plan to approach the county's
top judge this morning and plead
with him to rescue the city finan-
cially. The visit is one of a series
of last-ditch efforts to dig the city
out of its budget crisis

Both City Council President Pa-
trick Pasculli and city Law Director
William Graves are expected to
hand-deliver letters to the chambers
of Assignment Judge Burrell lves
Humphreys of Hudson County Supe-
rior Court in Jersey City, asking
him to decide on a motion for

summary judgment in the Port Au-
thority of New York and New Jer-
sey insurance suit over a burned
pier The settlement could bring up
to $9 5 million into the city's coffers
immediately

"We are going to ask him very
politely to expedite his decision, if
possible, within 10 days, ' Pasculli
said

Humphreys could not be reached
for comment late Friday. Today is
his last day on the bench before a
planned two-week vacation, and he
has a heavy backlog of cases.

City officials are under severe
pressure from the state to pass a

budget by next Monday, ot fact
possible fines and state interven-
tion If the combined budget pres-
ented by Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti,
the Board of Education and the
county is passed without cuts or an
infusion of at least $3 million, the
tax rate could rise as high as $50
per $1,000 of assessed property val-
ue

The city's tax rate is already the
highest in the state.

Other actions city officials win
take in the next three days include:

DPhone calls to Trenton, to both
state Sen. Christopher J. Jackman

See HOBOKEN. Page 8

Hoboken Tax Assessor
Woodrow Monte, bypassed for
a raise two years ago, could
receive more than $8,000 in
back pay from the city.

Under an an out-of-court
settlement reached this week,
Monte, 69, would receive $8,249
in back pay on the condition he
retire from the $44,000 post no
lateir than next February. He
must also use his accumulated
leave time prior to retirement.

However, the outspoken
Monte yesterday said he still
has not decided whether he
will accept the agreement. He
said he will decide in about two
weeks when he returns from
vacation.

Monte, who has often been
at odds with the administration
of Mayor Thomas Vezzetti and
the City Council, filed suit in
Superior Court last year when
he realized he was not given
the 10-percent pay raise other
directors received in January
1985

State statutes require that
municipal tax assessors1're-
ceive raises equal to munit 'pal
directors. The office is gov-
erned by the state but tin di-
rector is entitled to ben< fits
given city employees.

City Hall sources said Ihe
settlement was rooted in |he
administration's ongoing effort
to force Monte to retire before*

the state-mandated revalua-
tion of property goes into ef-
fect. Officials have warned that
Monte may try to obstruct the
revaluation, which is expected
to be completed next year.

The revaluation has al-
ready been put off several
years. Critics of a revaluation
say it will boost homeowners'
property tax bills so high that
most long-time Hoboken resi-
dents will be unable to afford
their homes. Supporters say
the problem will only worsen
as time passes and that the
burden will shift further onto
homeowners until a revalua-
tion is done Under state law,
all property is to be assessed at
100 percent.

Monte said he will remain
in the post at least until Janu-
ary to complete 25 years of ser-
vice and receive full pension

benefits
"If the council approves

the settlement, it will be on my
desk when I return from vaca-
tion," he said "That's when 1
will decide what to do."*

The council is expected to
vote on the settlement at a
meeting tonight

Monte, who works out of his
City Hall office on Tuesdays
and Thursdays and from his
horn:1 in Point Ple»asant the* re-
mainder of the week, has suc-
cessfully side stepped previous
efforts by the mayor and coun-
cil to force his retirement.

Last year, he steadfastly re-
fused to abide by a municipal
ordinance requiring senior of-
ficials to maintain standard-
ized office hours.

Since his office is governed
by the state, Monte cannot be
fired by the council.

State says
<TJ'- 7//*/<f?

schools
improving
By Jim DeRogatis

The Hoboken school sys-
tem has received mixed grades
in a long-awaited "report card"
from a state monitoring team.

A report released earlier
this week by the state Depart-
ment of Education's Office of
Compliance lis'^d numerous
problem areas " it caused the
system to lose its s tate
certification.

However, state officials
said Hoboken "has made some
significant and reasonable pro-
gress" in correcting its prob-
lems. The district has been
spared the next step in the Lev-
el 3 monitoring process, a com-
prehensive compliance inves-
tigation, and has been granted
one year to implement a plan to
regain its certification.

Hoboken is one of five dis-
tricts throughout the state un-
der Level 3 monitoring, a pro-
cess that could eventually lead
to a state takeover.

According to the report,
student achievement in the Ho-
boken district dropped be-
cause "the district was not or-
ganized to adapt to change and
to accommodate the diversity
in the school age population."
Hoboken underwent rapid gen-
trification in the last two de-
cades and enrollment dropped
from 9,000 students in the 1960s
to the current 4,000 students

"The district as an org;mi-
ization isolated itself, maintain-
ing a kind of island mentality,"
the report states. "The district
was insulated from influences

See STATK — Page 9.

Housinq
proposal
cut back
Ry Bill Campbell

A scaltMi-down version of.
plan to provide affordable ant
market-rate housing alone Ob
server Highway in Hoboker
was presented to the city Plan
ning Board yesterday

The revised plan by the Ho
boken Community Develop
ment Agency includes the same
number of units as the original
plans but the buildings won't
be so high

The plan, originally intro
duced in February, will pro
vide 480 units of housing alonj.
a four-block section of Observ-
er Highway from Bloomfield
Street to Willow Avenue The
plan must be approved by the
City Council before the city can
solicit requests for proposal.'
(RFP) to develop the property.

The revised plan has be>en
scaled down due to the elimi-
nation of on-site, ground level
parking. While the original
plan called for a series of 11- to
17-story towers, the revised
plan recommends a series ol
six- to 16-story buildings with a
separate nine-story parking fa-
cility to serve the entire
complex.

The plan, developed by
CDA consultant Robert Arm-
strong and planner David Van-
dor, was modified to include
Suggestions by city agencies
and citizens groups, Vandor
said

In addition, the revised
plan recommends that the
price of the parcels be fixed at
their appraised value of $4 75
million to allow competition by
developers to be based on the
maximum number of afford-
able units provied.

The original plan request-
ed that developers bid on the
parcels and set aside 20 per-
cent of the units for affordable
housing. The competition to de-
velop the revised project will
also be based on architectural
design, the amount of open
space provided and the devel-
oper's track record, Vandor
said.

Other revisions include the
recommendation that the mu-
nicipal garage on Observer
Highway be improved, the in-
clusion of privately owned par-
cels in the redevelopment plan
and a commitment by the CDA
to coordinate the project with
the Hoboken Housing
Authority.

The City Council is sched-
uled to hear the presentation
during its August session. CDA
Director Michael Coleman last
week said he hopes the city can
solicit requests for proposals
by the fall.

"This is a magical plan that
incorporates ratablcs for the
city, housing and a maximum
number of affordable units,"

See HOUSING — Page VL
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and Barry Skokowski, head of the
Division of Local Government Ser-
vices The call to Jackman is de-
signed to find out whether tl million
in emergency funds to the city
approved by both houses of the
Legislature will be received, or
whether transfer of the money is
being stalled because Gov Thomas
H Kean has not signed the bill into
law

The call to Skokowski is to find
out whether II .5 million in back
taxes from a negotiated settlement
on the bankrupt Hoboken Shipyards
can be used in this year s budget.
It is supposed to be credited toward
next year

DA meeting between the City
Council and the Board of Education
this afternoon to see whether the
board will budge on its earlier re-
fusal to trim any of its costs

This city has one of the highest
costs per pupil in Hudson County,
and voters overwhelmingly rejected
the boards projected budget in
April Board members adamantly
have refused to cut anything, in
spite of an order from the council
to trim $3 million

DAttempts to renegotiate a set-
tlement with the Port Authority
over the insurance suit for $3 mil-
lion instant cash, and a series of
payments for other specific items
The Vezzetti administration nego-
tiated just such a settlement three
months ago, but the council, having
listened to detailed criticism of the
agreement's legal standing by the
Waterfront Advisory Committee,
refused to approve it Now Pasculli
is attempting to persuade members
of the WAC and other opponents that
the agreement he led the vote
against is not entirely bad.

Pasculli said he will meet with
members of the administration and
the WAC today, and attempt to sell
a middle-of-the road version that
lets the Port Authority keep the
staggered schedule of paybacks it
wants, but eliminates any language
tying some of the money to the
success of negotiations over de-
velopment of the piers the authority
rents from the city. Graves, with
input from WAC attorney Tim Pe-
tersen. will craft a new document
reflecting the changes, and Pasculli
will try to arrange another meeting
with authority officials by Wednes-
day, officials said

State says Hoboken schools improving Housing plan cut
Continued from Page 1
in the larger educational com-
muuily through homogeneous
staffing patterns. Leadership
of the district was inbred."

The report says the recent
fight lor control of the Board of
Education between anti-ad-
ministration forces and reform
groups allied with Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti had hindered
the district's ability to "re-
spond effectively" to the press-
ing problem of student
achievement. But there are few
references to direct political
interference and no mention of
patronage or nepotism, prob-
lems frequently cited by
critics.

Problems noted in the re-
port include:

• A failure of leadership at
the level of the superintendent
and the Board of Education for
more than one decade result-
ing in an educational program
that has failed to meet the edu-
cational needs of the majority
of the community's children.

• Leadership did not devel-
op a system wide mission and
strategy to serve as a platform
for building educational pro-
grams responsive to the school
community.

• The district has not estab-
lished efficient organizational
and management processes to
effect the efficient implemen-

tation of educational programs.
• Procedures for evaluat-

ing teachers have been
inadequate.

• Classroom instruction is
inadequate to meet state stan-
dards for student achievement.
It is overly passive: there is no
alternative program for non-
achieving students; bilingual
students are inadequately as-
sessed for program placement,
skills related to the High
School Proficiency Test, which
students must pass to graduate,
are not taught and reinforced
sufficiently, and monitoring of
instructional activity is
inadequate.

The report also cites prob-
lems with records, accounting
and contract procedures.

The work of a nine-member
team of educators from around
the state, the 53-page report is
the result of an extensive ex-
amination of all aspects of the
system's operations and inter-
views with city officials, school
board employees, parents and
students. It was presented to
Superintendent of Schools
Walter Fine Monday and to
members of the board before
Tuesday's board meeting.

Richard Kaplan, director
of the state Office of Compli-
ance, said Hoboken will have
45 days to develop a corrective
plan. Directives include:

> Revision ol curriculum
documents.

• Adoption anil application
of a systemwide comprehen-
sive planning model for imple-
mentation of programs.

• Implementation of a staff
development program linked
to the instructional program

• Restructuring of profes-
sional evaluation procedures
und instruments.

• Institution of communi-
cation systems across the
district.

• Revision of components
of the bilingual program.

• Improvement of instruc-
tional practices and
techniques.

"We feel confident the dis-
trict can remediate its defi-
ciencies." Kaplan said. This is
a district that over a period of
time has made some significant
and reasonable progress
throughout the monitoring"

Kaplan noted that Hobo-
ken will be required to follow
the directives.

"These are not recommen-
dations or suggestions, this is
an imposed plan." he said. "We
tell them what they must do
and when they must do it. and
Hoboken will tell us the how."

Kaplan said his office will
review the Hoboken plan and
monitor the system's progress
throughout the 1987-88 school

year. If the system has not
shown progress at the end of
the year, the state- could initi-
ate a comprehensive compli-
ance investigation, the final
step before a possible
takeover.

State officials are close to
approving legislation allowing
state takeovers in deficient
school districts. Jersey City is
the only district where a com-
prehensive compliance inves-
tigation has been launched. Of
the other Level 3 districts, As-
bury Park. Camden and Penns,
Grove-Carneys Point are at'
roughly the same stage as
Hoboken.

A state takeover in Hobo-
ken "will never happen as long
as the district responds to thej
requirements in the report."'
Kaplan said.

Fine said he is "confident
that we have» what we need to
do the job in Hoboken " He
said some measures suggested
by the state "are already in
action" and he will begin work-
ing on an improvement plan
with members of his staff and
outside experts in the near
future.

The state Level 3 report
and Hoboken's improvement
plair are expected to be pre-
sented to the public at a board
meeting in late August or early
September.

Continued from Page 1
Vandor said. The CDA was to
issue RFPs for the project in
April but opted to revise the
plan after it was presented to
the city administration, the
City Council and citizens
groups. Last July, real estate
developer Joseph Barry pre-
sented the council with a simi-

lar plan The council held a
decision on the Barry's $60 mil-
lion rental project until the
CDA plan was presented.

Barry, president of Ap-
plied Housing Associates,
asked that he be designated the
de-veloper, but the CDA plan
stipulated that the project be
awarded based on proposals.



Hoboken tax rate
will be the lait'fj
to be established
By Paul Clolery

Hoboken will be the last
Hudson County municipality to
have its 1987 tax rate struck,
county officials said yesterday.

Officials have struck rates
for 10 municipalities, the coun-
ty and the county Vocational
School Hoboken's and East
Newark's rates have yet to be
struck.

Hoboken's tax rate, already
the highest in the state, is ex-
pected to rise, but the city had
not yet adopted municipal and
school budgets by yesterday's
county Board of Taxation meet
ing It adopted a municipal
budget last night

"I have little or no informa-
tion, neither a city budget nor a
school budget." County Tax Ad-
ministrator Stanley Kosa-
kowski said of Hoboken yester-
day. "I don't know where they
are (in the budgeting process)
and 1 don't think they know
where they are.''

The county Board of Tax-
ation will probably have
enough information to set East
Newark's rate next week, he
said.

Property taxes in Jersey
City will be hiked 12 37 per-
cent, up $20 05 per $1,000 of
assessed value, for the 1987 tax
year.

Coupled with last year's tax
increase, Jersey City residents
have seen their taxes raised
$46 07 per $1,000 in two years.
The increase alone is more
than residents of some Hudson
municipalities pay in total tax

The new rate means that a
Jersey City home assessed at
$50,000 will cost $9.10550 a
year in tax.

The 1987 tax rate for Jersey
City is $182.11 per $1,000 of as-
sessed valuation.

Union City is the only mu-
nicipality in Hudson County
where the 1987 tax will be low-
er than 1986, a modest 7-cent
decrease. Union City officials
did not return telephone calls
to discuss the tax setting.

Jersey City Mayor Anthony
Cucci placed the blame for the
increase on the $1725 million
Board of Education budget.

"Where I have control of
the budget, 1 acted fiscally re-
sponsibly," said Cucci. "It's a
poor excuse but a fact that the
Board of Education budget is
uncontrollable. State and fed-
erally mandated programs are
86 percent of the budget The 14
percent left leaves you very lit-
tle room to operate."

Opposition Councilman
Thomas Hart challenged Cuc-
ci's assessment, saying the
Board of Education is spending
the maximum amount of money

allowed by cup laws in an at-
tempt to get more state dollars.

"But the state isn t obligat-
ed to do that, he said If rata-
bles are up in a city, as they are
in Jersey City, the state will cut
funding no matter the amount
of the school board's budget.

Cucci stressed the munici-
pal portion of the tax hike,
money targeted for city ser-
vices, is $1 78 The money will
be used for hiring 50 cops and
40 firefighters. About half of
the new hirees replace retiring
personnel.

The lowest tax rate in the
county is in (Juttenberg where
the tab is $24 74 per $1,000 of
assessed valuation Guttenberg
tax valuations are based on
8503 percent of true value,
meaning that on average as-
sessments on the tax rolls are
85 percent of what the property
would bring on the open mar-
ket Municipalities with high
ratios of assessments to true
market value generally have
lower rates than those with low
ratios but the average tax bill
may be higher

The Jersey City tax rate is
the highest of those struck, but
Hoboken's is expected to top it.
Jersey City property is as-
sessed at 23 82 percent of true
value with a tax rate of $182 11
per $1,000.

Hoboken's rate last year
was $216 50. based on 14.36 per-
cent of true valuation. Officials
project Hoboken's rate will be
higher this year.

The tax rates struck yester-
day were: (Juttenberg, $24.74
per $1,000 at 85 03 percent of
valuation; Jersey City, $182.11
per $1,000 at 23 82 percent of
valuation; I'nion City, $11360
per $1,000 at 36.64 percent of
valuation, and Weehawken,
$85.12 per $1,000 at 33 52 per-
cent of valuation. Weehawken
residents will be assessed an
additional $2 56 per $1,000 for
the municipal garbage
removal

Tax rates struck last week
were. Bayonne, $115 73 per
$1,000 on 25.80 percent valua-
tion; Harrison. $110.66 per
$1,000 at 26.46 percent valua-
tion; Kearny, $28.02 per $1,000
of valuation at nearly 100 per-
cent evaluation; North Bergen,
$67 per $1,000 on 48 26 percent
valuation; Secaucus, $24.80 per
$1,000 at 93.54 percent valua-
tion, and West New York,
$132.71 per $1,000 at 29.77 per-
cent valuation.

Also struck were Hudson
County; $7.05 per $1,000 of as-
sessed valuation, down $1.41
from last year; Hudson County
Vocational Technical School,
72 cents, down 13 cents from
last year.

Belfiore named
to school board
By Jim DeRegatis

Critics charged that last
night's vote to fill a vacancy on
the Hoboken Board of Educa-
tion was tainted with politics,
even as a state report was re-
leased attacking politics in the
school system.

Perry Belfiore, 35, a local
real estate developer, was se-
lected by a vote of 5-2 to fill the
seat vacated by trustee Zelma
Lugo, who resigned last month.
Belfiore is an opponent of May-
or Thomas Vezzetti and an ally
of the board's anti-administra-
tion majority.

Several board critics
charged that Belfiore's ap-
pointment was a "political pay-
back" for withdrawing from

April's race for three seats on
the board Belfiore served as
the campaign manager for the
England-Mercado-Fantohano
slate after withdrawing his own
candidacy.

The charges came shortly
after trustees received a report
by the state Department of
Education pointing to the polit-
ical struggles for control of the
board as a key factor in the
system's failure to respond to
low student achievement The
Hoboken system is one of five
districts statewide that have
lost their certification and are
under Level 3 monitoring, a
process which could lead to a
state takeover.

Although 19 residents ap-
plied to the board to fill the

vacancy, only two nominations
were accepted. Trustees Rich-
ard England. James Farina,
(ieraldine 1'antoliano. Eugene
Drayton and Mario Merc ado
voted to approve Belfiore,
while Joseph Rafter and
Lourdes Arroyo voted for Eu-
gene Costa, 35, an educator
with a doctorate in psychology.
Trustee Raul Morales
abstained.

The vote was made only
two weeks after the position
was advertised, and none of the
applicants was interviewed by
the board

• 1 would have to say that I
believe this selection was
made three months ago," said

See BELFIORE — Page 16.

J"dgej,pK vote probe
By JOHN ROFE

Staff Writer
A state appeals panel ruled yes-

terday that a Hudson County judge
can continue to ask 44 Hoboken
residents how they vr*ed in the
contested 3rd Ward City Council
election.

However, just hours before the
ruling by two judges of the Ap-
pellate Division of Superior Court in
Hackensack, a closed-door inquiry
by Judge Dorothea O'C. Wefing of
Superior Court in Jersey City into
who qualified for a runoff in the
May 12 race ended abruptly. That's
when she charged that the voters

had conspired to stonewall her in-
vestigation, according to lawyers
present.

Wefing made her statements in
the closed courtroom moments af-
ter the last of the eight voters had
testified, according to attorney
Salvatore D'Amelio of Jersey City,
representing election winner Steve
Cappiello. They then traveled to the
Bergen County Courthouse in
Hackensack with the other at-
torneys and the other two can-
didates involved. The appellate
judges had been asked to hear a
petition by defeated candidate
Frank "Pupi" Raia to have

Wefing's hearing stopped.
Civil liberties experts have dis-

agreed on the constitutionality of a
judge's asking voters to reveal their
choices.

Appellate Judges Thomas S.
O'Brien and David S. Baime did not
issue an opinion with their decision
after hearing arguments from the
candidates' attorneys on whether
improper registrations make a vote
illegal and require a voter to dis-
close what is otherwise a secret
ballot.

The arguments also revealed that

See PROBE. Page 8
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the invalidated votes are part of a
batch of 155 mail registrations is-
sued by Raia's campaign Attorneys
for all three candidates agreed that
78 of those registratio. s were wit-
nessed improperly, with Raia cam-
paign worker Michael Holmes at-
testing to the voters' signatures on
a different date than than they were
made by the voters Forty-four of
those voters eventually cast ballots

Reached after the appellate rul-
ing, D'Amelio said Cappiello be-
lieved a new election would prevent
continued allegations of wrongdoing
that may chase would-be voters
from future Hoboken elections

D Amelio said Cappiello had not
discussed a new election with the
other candidates.

Last night. D'Amelio said Cap-
piello. a former mayor, would agree
to a new election if Anthony Russo,
the third-place finisher who is
challenging the race, would drop his
court action, which is scheduled to
continue tomorrow at 9 am

Russo finished eight votes behind
Raia and did not qualify for the June
9 runoff. But Wefing ruled earlier
this month that 44 ballots were
invalid because the voters were
improperly registered The judge
has ordered those votes subtracted
from the totals.

After hearing eight voters who
agreed to testify previous to the

appellate ruling, Wefing unexpec-
tedly stopped the proceedings,
saying that judging by the answers
she was receiving, they had con-
ferred among themselves or had
been coached.

It 's obvious to me that
somebody's talking to them, and it's
obvious to me now that they're
talking to each other," Wefing said,
according to D'Amelio, who was
present at the closed session.

D'Amelio disagreed with another
lawyer's characterization that Wef-
ing was charging a conspiracy. That
lawyer, who did not want to be
quoted, used the same description in
his brief to the appeals court. Six
of the voters who testified disclosed
how they voted, according to the
same brief.

Efforts to obtain a transcript of
Wefing's inquiry were rebuffed by
the judge and the county's trial
court administrator, John A.
Clarke, who told reporters that New
Jersey Supreme Court guidelines
•prohibit (Wefing) from comment- I

ing on cases still pending." He said
neither a transcript of the judge's
statements nor the testimony of the
voters would be made available
until the case is resolved.

Attorneys for the three can-
didates and the voters themselves
were prohibited by the court from
commenting on testimony given the
judge

Belfiore is named
to school board
Continued from Page 1
Costa. "I have to believe they
selected a board member on
the basis of his political think-
ing instead of his credentials."

Vezzetti blasted the board
before the vote, saying that it
was "mind-boggling" and "asi-
nine" that the trustees could
consider filling the vacancy
without interviewing any of the
applicants.

"You are derelict in your
duties," Vezzetti said. "You are
a disgrace not only to the city
but to yourselves and the edu-
cational system."

The mayor was involved in
a brief shouting match with Fa-
rina, a political foe who nomi-
nated Belfiore. The board ig-
nored pleas from the mayor,
Costa and Thomas Olivieri to
postpone the vote, and Bel-
fiore's approval was greeted
with applause from many of the
approximately 100 spectators
who filled the basement meet-
ing room at the board
headquarters.

Belfiore said he "did not
withdraw from April's race
with the knowledge that I'd be
appointed."

He said he believed he was
elected to the board because of
his business experience, "edu-
cational philosophy" and be-
cause he is "dedicated to im-
proving the school system for
the benefit of the children of
Hoboken."

A father of three whose
wife is a teacher in the system,
Belfiore will serve on the
board until Lugo's term ex-
pires next April. A former edu-
cator and mortician, he is cur-
rently a partner with Allan
Richards in a local real estate
development firm.

Belfiore's selection was not
the first time the board has
N?en accused of politics. Trus-
' _ies have been sharply criti-

ized in recent months by both
jcal reform groups and state
jfficials as being more con-
cerned with politics than

/education.

According to the Level 3
Review Report by the state
Education Department's Office
of Compliance, "the struggle
for control of the board has
impacted the district's ability
to respond effectively to the
pressing problem of student
achievement.

"The factionalism on the
board affected staff morale and
appears to have influenced de-
cision related to the delivery of
instructional services."

The report was the result of
an extensive review of the Ho-
boken school system by the
state monitoring team. It con-
tains an analysis of the prob-
lems in the system that lead to
loss of certification and recom-
mendations for correcting
them.

Among the other problems
cited in the report are:

• "A failure of leadership
at the level of the superinten-
dent and the Board of Educa-
tion for more than one decade
resulting in an educational
program that has failed to meet
the educational needs of the
community's children."

• "District leadership did
not develop a system-wide mis-
sion and strategy to serve as a
platform for building educa-
tional programs responsive to
the school community."

• "The district has not es-
tablished efficient organiza-
tional and management pro-
cesses to effect the efficient
implementation of educational
programs."

Superintendent of Schools
Walter Fine, who received the
report Monday, will have 45
days to develop a plan to cor-
rect system-wide problems
cited in the report. The state
compliance team will review
the plan to see that it is put into
effect in the 1987-88 school
year.

The Hoboken system could
be taken over by the state if the
schools do not show significant
improvement within the next
year.
• I f

Vezzetti would
run for veep
on Dem ticket
By Bill Campbell

What does Hoboken Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti have in com-
mon with Democratic Presi-
dential aspirants Joseph Bi
den, Michael Dukakis and
Patricia Shroeder*' Or. more
aptly, what does he want to
have in common with them?

Vezzetti yesterday said he
is "ready, willing and able " to
share a ticket with any of the
three as a vice presidential
candidate. He announced his
potential candidacy last week-
end at a naval reunion of the
VF 174 Hell Razors in Jack-
sonville. Fla.

"One of the biggest prob-
lems facing us in the 1990s is
our cities and I don't know an-
other person who has the ad-
ministrative and legislative ex-
pierienee that I have on the
local level." said the one term
mayor who served two years on
the City Council

"And besides. I personify
honesty and that's what's need-
ed in this country now.' the
outspoken Vezzetti said

Vezzetti, once dubbed the
"wackiest mayor in America,"
said his candidacy was re-
ceived warmly by his former
Navy buddies, some of whom
offered to establish campaign

committees.
i have support from peo-

ple in Alaska. Califoria. Arizo-
na and New York." Vezzetti
said "People all over the coun-
try said they would help me
because they are cynical of tra-
ditional politicians."

But why not run for presi-
dent when there is a grass roots
movement for "honest" politi-
cians? "A president needs to
have experience in Washing-
ton. DC," Vezzetti explained.

He said only Biden. a U.S.
Senator from Delaware, Duka-
kis, the Massachusetts gover-
nor, and Schroeder. a U.S. Rep-
resentative from Colorado,
share his "conviction" and
"liberal point of view."

Vezzetti, 59, a self-pro-
claimed Adlai Stevenson Dem-
ocrat who served four years in
the Navy during World War II.
said he also plans to renew his
efforts to pursue a doctorate
this fall at New York Universi-
ty His last effort ended when
Vezzetti found it tough to han-
dle both student and mayoral
duties.

I have the qualifications
to serve as vice president."
Vezzetti said. "A military ca-
reer, extensive educational
background, and mayor. What
more can you ask for?"

Hoboken group
rips school report

Bv C
Staff «ril«»r

HOBOKEN-Members of the
Committee for Quality Education,
furious at the state's review of the
city school district released last
week, will issue a detailed response,
committee members said yester-
day.

"I can't tell you how outraged I
am," said Joe Rafter, a school
trustee and committee member
"We will be responding as strongly
as possible."

Rafter and other CQE members
object to allegations in the report
that the committee was more in-
terested in political gains than in
educational reform.

The report, the result of a Level
III review of the troubled school
district, criticized the district for
isolating itself from problems and
for maintaining "an island mentali-
ty." It gives the district 45 days to
submit a plan addressing the
criticisms.

Much of the report's critisism of
the Board of Education and School
Superintendent Walter J. Fine is
presented in general terms and ap-
plies to the past 10 or more years.

But the CQE, formed about two
years ago to push for educational
reform, is named prominently as a
contributor to the district's prob-
lems.

"Interviews with members of the
board, administrators, professional
staff and community acitivists in-
dicated that many perceived the
committee as covering political in-
terest behind a mask of educational
reform," the report states.

The report also says the CQE,
which supported three losing can-
didates in April's board election,

tions to replace Fine
There were reports by CQE

members that while the CQE called
for a naitonal search for a new
superintendent, the candidate had
already been selected," it states.
"Further, it was reported that the
CQE had threatened to remove indi-
viduals from positions because of
past political activities."

But CQE members yesterday re-
futed those charges and said the
state panel did not interview the
only two board members who are
affiliated with the group, Rafter and
Lourdes Arroyo.

Steve Block, a state education
official and former board member
who ran unsuccessfully in April as
a CQE candidate, said the report
was "the biggest outrage that I ve
ever seen the state perpetrate on a
community."

Block said he was the only CQE
member interviewed by the panel.
He said he supplied the panel with
names of key CQE members, in-
cluding Rafter and Arroyo, but that
the panel did not interview them.

Rafter said the committee's re-
sponse would be delivered to state
education officials and to Gov.
Thomas H Kean.

"What we want to do is carefully
take this report apart, line by line,"
Rafter said. He added that the
group's response might be finished
as early as next week.

Walter McCarroll of the state
Department of Education said he
had read the report but could not
comment on CQE's allegations. The
director of the department's Office
of Compliance, Richard Kaplan,
was unavailable for comment yes-
terday.

Court orders P.A. to pdy Hoboken $9.3M
Continued from Page 1
administration to usex the in-
surance proceeds as part ofthe
mixed-use development costs
were not binding. State law
"prevents agreements reached
at secret meetings" from be-
coming public policy, Hum-
phreys said.

The verdict end d̂ a contro-
versial lawsuit that has
dragged on for several months
among the PA., the city and a
Hoboken citizens group.

P.A. Executive Director
Stephen Berger said the au-
thority "will pay $4.7 million to
the city which will, as we un-
derstand it, not only address
the city's budget deficit for this
coming year, but also eliminate
the need for the city to take on
additional indebtedness to re-
pair the city's tidegates (and
regulators)."

Berger said the authority
will press its appeal because
"the PA. believes that the mer-
its of the issue were not fully
aired." and the balance of the
$9.3 million "of course will be
subject to the appeal."

Mayor Thomas Vezzetti
and members of the City Coun-
cil hailed Humphreys' decision

The council planned to in-
clude $3 million from the P.A.
in the 1987 budget, which was
expected to be approved last
night. The funds could elimi-
nate the need for the $30 in-
crease over last year's tax rate
predicted by some officials, al-
though the final rate has not

been set since the Board of
Education is appealing cuts
made by the council to the
schools budget.

Lust year's tax rate ol $216
per $1000 of assessed valua-
tion was the highest in the
state

Court orders P.A.
to pay Hoboken

. I . . J . ..« f/»nntv Sur
By Jim DeRogatis
and Laurie Kalmanson

The Port Authority was or-
dered yesterday to turn over to
Hoboken $9.3 million in insur-
ance proceeds, and the bistate
agency agreed to give the city
$4.7 million immediately.

The P.A. plans to appeal
yesterday's court ruling but
said it would give Hoboken the
$4.7 million to ease the city's
budget crisis.

The disputed funds include
$7.3 million in insurance pro-
ceeds and $2 million in ac-
crued interest the Port Author-
ity received after a 1980 fire
destroyed Pier B. The P.A.
leases city-owned piers on Ho-
boken's southern waterfront.

Hudson County Superior
Court Assignment Judge Bur-
rell Ives Humphreys ruled that
the PA was obligated to turn
over the insurance funds

b C C ."-The Port Authority failed
to submit an acceptable devel-
opment plan for Pier B within
two years of receiving the

» The P A s proposed $600
million mixed-use develop-

.Agreements the P.A. says
it reached in private discus-
sions with a previous Hoboken

See COl'RT - Pag* 9.
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HOBOKEN-Superintendent of

SctoMts Waiter Fine began to act on
recanaBeateiiMM fnoi U»t week i
critical I U U rewew even before be
met with the tend of Education

' I fifund that whatever I did.
they could void later if they dis-
agreed with it. " he said

But the board to far has approved
of Fine s efforts, and the result is

today that
Assistant

McGorty aad officiate at
Columbia Lniversityt Teachers
College The purpose « to
how th* respected
the troubled school district.

Teachers Collefe is looked upon
as a real think tank of educational
processes McGorty said "Were
going to lean heavily on them

The report written by a team of
educators organized by the state

Department of Education, is a
Level III renew tint owUtaes re-
cumemtotwiM tor i s a p i o w e n t in
several areas The district has *S
days to draw up a plan of its • * •
to address the report s criticism.

The district slipped to Level HI.
the states s lowest level of moniter-
ing. because of low student test
scores It had the fourth-lowest test
scores in the state during this past
school year, second-lowest in
Hudson County only to the Jersey

City setooi district, which is facag
a state takeover

Fine, who received the report
atoat 10 days ago. immediately
began tatting to school hoard mem-
bers, trying to muster support for
what he sees as crucial move*
aimed at avoiding a state takeover

"There s a lot of work to be
done." he said, standing over his
desk in his district office "I had to
elicit from them the right to begin
work now — and I have

The U-page report is a mixed bag
of sharp criticism mitigated by
some praise for recent progress

It paints a disturbing picture of
a school district that for years
failed to respond to massive demo-
graphic ihsiigri in its student popu-
lation The district's leadership was
describe*1 as ' in-bred, drawing on
no outside help in a systematic way
And the highly politicized nature of
the school board was faulted for
causing board members to spend too
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By Jim

Hobokens Committee for
Quality Education is unhappy
with the results of a state inves-
tigation of public schools and
will ask the New Jersey De-
partment of Education to take a
second look at the troubled
district

The department's office of
compliance released a 53-page
report last week, the result of
Level 3 monitoring of the Hobo
ken's schools. The report out-
lines a number of problems in
the district and recommends
areas for improvement.

But members of the Com-
mittee for Quality Education, a
local watchdog group, have
charged that the report is not
critical enough and state inves-
tigators missed or ignored
some of the district's most
pressing problems.

"I am really furious with
this report." said school trust
ee Joseph Kaaer, a CQE lead-
er "They sat down with (Super-
intendent of Schools Walter)

Fine, he gave them an earful
and that was their report."

CQE has been openly criti-
cal of Fine and called for a
nationwide search for a new
superintendent.

Rafter said CQE is prepar-
ing a "line-by-line" analysis
and response to the state re-
port that will be presented to
Gov. Thomas Kean and Dr. Saul
Cooperman. commissioner of
education. CQE sources said
the committee will request that
the department launch a com-
prehensive compliance inves-
tigation of the Hoboken
schools, the next step in the
Level 3 process.

Hoboken is one of five New
Jersey school districts that
have lost their state certifica-
tion and are undergoing Level
3 monitoring. Of the five, only
Jersey City is undergoing a
comprehensive compliance in-
vestigation. Hoboken and the
other districts have been grant-
ed one year to develop and

See SCHOOL — Page 12.

44 voters must
^ 7/3//P7Q

reveal choices
By Laurie Kalmanson

HACKENSACK - Two ap-
pellate judges yesterday up-
held a state Superior Court
judge's authority to order 44
Hoboken voters to reveal in se-
cret hearings their ballots in
the May 12 Third Ward
election.

The election has been dis-
puted in court since May 28,
when third place finisher An-
thony J Russo alleged in a law-
suit that irregularities and
fraud in the contest invalidat-
ed the results. The suit was
filed by Russo and attorney
John M Carbone.

Incumbent councilman
Steve Cappiello finished first,
but failed to capture a majority

of the vote The runoff slot went
to Frank "Pupie" Raia. who fin-
ished nine votes ahead of
Russo.

Cappiello won the June 9
runoff He and his lawyer said
yesterday they think a new
election would spare the 44 vot-
ers the discomfort of the pre-
sent proceedings.

Raia campaign worker Mi-
chael Holmes has already testi-
fied that he falsely witnessed
77 voter registrations Of those,
44 went to the polls May 12.
They have been ordered to re-
veal their election day choices
to Judge Dorothea O'C. Wefinfi.

When Wefing began calling
the witnesses yesterday at her
court in the old Hudson County
Courthouse in Jersey City.

many of the 44 men and women
objected and began angrily dis-
cussing the situation outside
her courtroom.

"1 think it's a constitutional
issue and 1 won't tell the judge
how 1 voted unless she specifi-
cally orders me to." public re-
lations executive Noni Bertel-
sen, 38. said outside court. "I
have the right to a private
ballot."

"1 believe I was correctly
registered and that I voted le-
gally," said hi-tech executive
Craig Lee.

"This is r id iculous . I
should be out making money
today, instead of being here."
said Victor Gregor, 29, who

See 44 VOTERS — Page 5.

Moreover, the report praises the
district for some actions, such as
enacting a program to discourage
teacher absenteeism and holding

orderly board meetings
"In essence. Fine said. "I find

it an extrememly fair report, and
1 accept It as a guide and an op-
portunity."

The report lists several direc-
tives, or suggestions for improve-
ment, including:

•Revision of curriculum docu-
ments Fine acknowledges this will
be the most difficult area to im-
prove, but says it is also the most
important. In a relatively rare spe-
cific example critical of the district,
the report says in the current cur-
riculum, mastery for capitalizing
the word "I" is placed at the eighth
grade level One possible benefit of
establishing a link with Columbia
University. Fine said, ts that it may
help the district find a curriculum
director, which the report says the
district must hire Currently there
is no curriculum director.

OAdoptton and application of a
model for implementing programs.
The report said, "Short-range plan-
ning for staff development is not
adequate, and long-range planning
is not in evidence "

Dlmplementatlon of staff de-
velopment progrsms linked to the

instructional program The report
said communication was poor and
staff morale was low It also ob-
served that many teachers ta the
district did noi have post-graduate
degrees and said that factor magni-
fied the need to provide develop-
ment programs for teachers and
administrators. Fine said that he
already is addressing this problem,
and that the district is spending
11.200 to send four teachers to a
teachers academy for a week this
coming school year.

DRestructuring of professional
evaluation procedures The report
says principals should have input
into which teachers are hired to
teach at their schools

Destitution of communication
systems across the district.

QRevision of components of the
bilingual program

Dlmprovement of instructional
practices and techniques The re-
view called the quality of Instruc-
tion in the district "inadequate " It
called for more rooms for classes
to meet in, a decreased reliance on
textbooks and handouts coupled
with an increased dialogue between
students and teachers, and repeated
the call for a curriculum director or
"senior line administrator."

Fine said cooperation from the
school hoard is vital to Improve-
ment in the district "I want them
to understand the direction that
we're going in," he said,

44 voters must tell judge their choices
Continked from Pan*' I
trades Eurobonds Jokingly,
some witnesses suggested that
"if Ollie North and Admiral
Poindexter cun tell Congress
they forgot, we can say we for-
got, too."

A July 2 court order barred
Cappiello from taking his new
term'of office, and he has since
been serving on the council as
a holdover.

Wefing had ordered the
first eight of 44 challenged vot-
ers to tell her how they voted
before Appellate Judges Thom-
as O'Brien and David Baume.
sitting in Bergen County, up-
held her actions yesterday The
judges gave no reason for their
decision.

The rest of the group was
ordered to return tomorrow
morning.

The motion before O'Brien
was filed by Raia attorney Paul
Wirther, who objected to the
forced disclosure of secret
votes.

Each of the eight witnesses
who testified before Wefing
was asked to reveal his elec-
tion choice in the presence of
the judge, the lawyers for each
candidate, a deputy state attor-
ney general, the court stenog-
rapher and sheriffs officers

According to Cappiello at-
torney Sal D'Amelio, the hear-
ings ended abruptly when the
judge noted from the bench
that witnesses were improper-
ly sharing information.

"She made it obvious that
she thought the witnesses were
talking to each other and that

.•someone was talking to them
and telling them what to do,"
D'Amelio said.

D'Amelio said he was cer-
tain she thought they were in-
appropriately discussing
testimony.

"She made it very obvious,"
he said.

When three reporters
asked to speak to Wefing seek-
ing confirmation of the re-
marks D'Amelio attributed to
her, the judge declined to
speak.

Confirmation of the re-
marks from the court records
was impossible because Wef-
ing's clerk said the judge had
barred the stenographer from
reading back his notes.

"The Supreme Court guide-
lines prevent judges from com-
menting on ongoing proceed-
ings, " said Trial Court
Adminstrator John A. Clarke
when asked for a comment
yesterday.

Two other attorneys in the
case confirmed privately the
substance of the remarks D'-
Amelio attributed to Wefing

Stressing his respect lor
the privacy of the voters who
revealed their ballots, D'Ame-
lio said he would never reveal
that part of the proceedings but
felt it was appropriate to dis-
close remarks the judge made.

D'Amelio said last night
that he and Cappiello dis-
cussed asking the other candi-
dates to agree to a new election
and spare the 44 challenged
voters the annoyance of court
appearances and the compro-

mise of revealing their politi-
cal preferences

"Instead of making all
these people go on the stand,
we should say enough is
enough and have a new elec-
tion. It's a pain in the neck but
we're going to win and win big."
D'Amelio said. "If we make all
these people testify, they'll
never want to vote again."

"These are all pretty bright
people who are all basically
yuppies and they know their
rights," Cappiello said.

Because of a shortage of
courtrooms, O'Brien heard the
emergency appeal in his
chambers.

Deputy Attorney General
Donna Kelly Boccher argued
that the voters should be or-
dered to disclose their choices
because they were improperly

registered. "We must question
these voters on how they vot-
ed." she said

Representing Raia,
Wirther told the appellate
judge that although he conced-
ed the 44 voters were not prop-
erly registered, the actions of a
dishonest campaign worker
should not affect their rights

"The 44 are totally inno-
cent of any wrongdoing,"
Wirther argued.

"If they are forced to reveal
their choices it will be devas-
tating to them and none of them
will ever want to vote again "

"These people came to live
here and they shouldn't be sub-
jected to the Hudson County
ways of running politics." said
Cappiello.

"We should have a new
election."

School watchdog
gives state zero

Courtroom photo
seized by judg

Continued from Page 1
implement improvement
plans.

The state Senate is consid-
ering legislation that would al-
low the state to take-over defi-
cient school districts,
replacing principals and top
administrators. The legislation
is strongly supported by the
governor and has already been
approved by the Assembly.

Many educators and politi-
cal observers believe the state
has already "targeted" Jersey
City for takeover. Several CQE
members suggested that the
state "downplayed* problems
in the Hoboken district "be-
cause they are really interest-
ed in getting Jersey City."

The Hoboken report points
to outdated curriculum, a poor
teacher evaluation system, lack
of leadership and a "system-
wide mission" and poor ac-
counting practices as problem
areas. But CQE members criti-
cized the report for "ignoring"
what they say are problems of
political interference, patron-
age, poor staffing and hiring
practices and a lack of effort to
involve parents.

"From the beginning, it
seems as if (the state investiga-
tors) sided with Fine and took
his word for everything,"
Rafter said. He said interviews
were arranged by Fine and

conducted in an office adjacent
to the superintendent's.

"The state investigating
team showed zero profession-
alism as far as I can see," said
Rafter, who added that he was
never interviewed by the state
team.

Rafter said he resented ref-
erences in the report to CQE as
a divisive group struggling for
control of the board. "That's
ridiculous. I strongly resent the
state for blaming a group that is
trying to bring reform to the
schools and eliminate the poli-
tics," he said.

Richard Kaplan, director
of tho compliance office, re-
fused to comment on the specif-
ic charges against CQE made in
the Level 3 report or the com-
mittee member's charges
against the state investigators.
"We stand by the report and
everything in it," he said.

"If people are unhappy
with that, we do not apologize.
Sometimes you have to recog-
nize the facts and get down to
work to bring about change.
The report is a vehicle for
change."

Kaplan said his office will
review any critique of the Lev-
el 3 report prepared by CQE
and decide whether problems
cited by the committee merit
further investigation.

They were huddled togeth-
er football style yesterday
morning, their arms over each
other's shoulders.

They didn't know the pho-
tographer was there until the
flashbulb popped.

Hoboken Third Ward Coun-
cilman Steve Cappiello, chal-
lenger Frank "Pupie ' Raia and
Cappiello's attorney, Sal D'A-
melio Jr. were photographed
together for posterity.

The three men were con-
ferring during a recess in the
court fight over the Third Ward
council seat brought by defeat-
ed candidate Anthony J. Russo.

Before the flashbulb
cooled, Cappiello angrily de-
manded that the sheriffs offi-

cers seize the camera and film.
Superior Court Judge

Dorothea O'C. Wefing ordered
the cigar-chomping photogra-
pher to surrender his pocket
camera. Wefing confiscated the
film and handed back an empty
camera.

"There's no sign up that
says you can't take a picture in
court," protested the photo-
graher, retired Hoboken fire-
fighter Pasquale DeStefano.
"And what's going to happen to
the wedding pictures I have on
that roll of film?"

"He photographed the big-
gest conspiracy I've ever seen,"
Russo said. "There's your

See COURTROOM — Page 12

Courtroom photo
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CREATIVE DEAL

Photo by Don McCoy

HOBOKEN BROWNSTONES at 1108-1112 Park Ave. now belong to a 'ocal tenants
group after the owner sold the properties as part of a conversion deal.

By JEFFREY HOFF
Staff Uriler

HOBOKEN-A rare cooperative
effort by tenants, the city and two
landlords has left a tenants group
the owner of three Park Avenue
buildings, which the city is promis-
ing to help fix and keep affordable.

The Upper Park Inc. tenants
group now owns 1108, 1100 and 1112
Park Ave. and is expected to con-
vert the buildings to condominiums.
Tenants will be able to buy their
five-room apartments for the rela-
tively low price of $58,000 The
landlords who sold the tenants their
buildings. Murray Connell and
Browyn Kaye. both of Hoboken. are
deferring the $1 88 million payment
for the buildings for two years.

In addition, the city's Community
Development Agency is seeking
state and federal grants to buy any
unsold units and help rehabilitate
the structures.

In return, Connell and Kaye have
moved remaining tenants from the
adjacent 1106 and 1114 Park Ave.
into the tenant-owned buildings so
the landlords can convert those into
more highly priced condominiums
quickly.

The deal stands out among the
scores of condominium conversions,
where in most cases antagonistic
relations develop between tenants

for condos

Continued from Page 1
proof." Russo has alleged pri-
vately that Raia entered the
Third Ward race as a stalking
horse for Cappiello. Raia siys
he entered the campaign to
win.

DeStefano is Russo's fa-
ther-in-law, and no stranger to
Hudson County politics.

"I was in politics deeper
than the children," DeStefano,
59, said after he gave up the
film.

'in 1967, when I was run-
ning against Cappiello for the
City Council, I got into the law
books because I wouldn't take
a leave of absence from my job.

"Director of Public Safety

HOBOKEN'S 3RD WARD

Norman Wilson, the father of
the present Fifth Ward council-
man, ordered me to leave the
firehouse or quit the campaign.
So I went to court. And I lost
the election, but I won the
case."

Since Russo filed his law-
suit protesting that voters ille-
gally registered by Raia cam-
paign workers had denied him
the right to face Cappeillo in a
run-off, his wife, Michelle, and
her father have been watching
the proceedings every day.

"I still want my film back,"
DeStefano said after Wefing
ruled in favor of Russo yester-
day afternoon. — Laurie
Kalmanson

who must agree to buy their homes
or face eviction.

At a festive ceremony in
Connell's office Wednesday, the
developer's former tenants became
their own landlords when they
signed the deeds to the properties.

The event topped more than two
years of at times strained, but in-
creasingly cooperative, nego-
tiations. Connell bought the five
buildings from 1106 to 1114 Park in
1984 Tenants say they became im-
mediately concerned the 55 apart-
ments, where rents average less
than $300 a month, would become
high-priced condominiums.

A number of factors allowed this
conversion to take a different shape
than almost all others in Hudson
County.

One leader of the non-profit ten-
ants group. Sheilah Sculley. recog-
nizes Connell's willingness to nego-
tiate as an important factor.

• He could have filed a con-
dominium conversion plan a year
ago. and we would be in the same
position as (other tenants) in
Hudson County." she said. "He's
not a social worker, he's in the
profit business."

Connell said the talks were not
always easy.

ly difficult to get a full spectrum of
trust between landlords and ten-
ants, " he said. "It took us a lot to
establish that trust."

The developer, who owns a signif-
icant amount of commerical and
residential property here, could
have earned more money by selling
all five buildings at market price,
but says he still will get a reason*
able profit from the properties. He
said he believed the deal was the
decent thing to do.

Joan Pransky. i Montclair at-
torney representing the tenants ear-
ly in the negotiations, says Connell's
principal incentive was to get two
of the buildings empty. Connell says
those will come on the market in a
few months at about $140 000 each
for the five-room units.

Under the agreement. Upper
Park lnc will convert the buildings
to condominiums and use the money
from the sold units to pay back
Connell and Kaye. CDA is seeking
funds to buy units not purchased by
tenants and to help rehabilitate the
structures. _

A number of tenants and Connell
credit then-City Council President
E. Norman Wilson, whose ward
encompasses the buildings, for
meeting with Connell and CDA ql-
finals to see what could be done to

Hudson prosecutor:
Wg^gnvo^ed twice
By RENEE M. LYNCH
Staff Writer

"In Hudson County it is extreme- help the tenants.

A Hoboken woman assigned as
an election challenger has been
arrested by the Hudson County
Prosecutor's Office after an in-
vestigation found she had voted
under two different names.

Antoinette Calabrese, 52, of 450
Fifth St., was arrested Monday
and charged with voting under
both her maiden name, which is
Roselli, and her married name, in
elections held since 1984, accord-
ing to County Prosecutor Paul M.
DePascale.

The double-identity question
was raised during the June 9 run-
off election in the 3rd District of
the 3rd Ward, where Calabrese is
registered to vote.

Calabrese allegedly voted at the
polls during the runoff, in addition
to casting an absentee ballot that
later was voided when officials
noticed the address and hand-
writing were similar, said Richard
Cullen of the county Board of
Elections.

Calabrese was an assigned elec-
tion challenger in that ward,
where it was her job to seek out
people who violate election pro-
cedures by voting more than once.

Calabrese's alleged violations ,
had no effect on the 3rd Ward
runoff, as results were overturned
last week by Judge Dorothea O L
Wefing of Superior Court in Jersey
City Wefing ordered a new runoff
after ruling that votes originally
voided for improper registration
should be counted as part ot the
election results.

Her ruling placed Frank Pupi''
Raia in third place and moved
Anthony J. Russo up to second
place. Russo now will face former
Mayor Steve Cappiello, who placed
first, in the runoff.

The board launched its in
vestigation with the Prosecutor's
Office after records showed that
both an Antoinette Calabrese and
an Antoinette Roselli had voted
from the same address during the
runoff.
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Private firm may
run sewage plant
By Bill Campbell

The management of Hobo-
ken's sewage treatment plant,
which was strongly criticized
in a reeent federal report, may
soon be turned over to a private
firm

Public Works Director Roy
llaack said the city will ex-
plore "all options" in correct-
ing deficiencies at the munici-
pally run plant, including
privatization.

"We have discussed the
possibility of allowing a li-
censed agency to come in and
run the plant for us," he said
"The option does exist '

The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, in a report

'Q ^published in last Fridays Jer-
sey Journal, classified the Ho-
boken treatment plant as "un-
acceptable, saying the 35
year-old facility suffers from
• s e r i o u s " operat ional
deficiencies

The EPA inspectors cited
poor management at the plant,
while one (ederal official close
to the investigation said the
Hoboken plant was "the worst
case scenario I've ever seen."

The city has been mandat-
ed to upgrade its primary treat-
ment facility to a secondary
level by 1990. and may imple-
ment a privatization program
to manage the rehabilitated fa-
cility .Primary treatment re-
moves #D percent of wastewa-

ter pollutants, while secondary
treatment removes 85 percent

Haack said municipal offi-
cials have been discussing the
possibility of hiring outside
plant managers as part of the
city's long term plan to upgrade
and maintain the facility.
Haack said privatization may
be an answer to the ElWs criti-
cism, much of which he agreed
with.

City Business Administra-
tor Edwin Chius said it was too
early to offer a cost comparison
between municipal and private
management of the facility. He
said privatization usually en-
tails "heavy" start-up costs, but

See PRIVATE - PaR«- 5
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Private firm may
run sewage plant
Continued from Page 1
the long term effect will likely
save the city money.

Chius and Haack agreed
that the city would have to re-
view proposals considering the
measure. Chius said that "at
least" two municipalities in the
state have privatized their sew-
age treatment plants

Haack said the city's op-
tions are either send plant per-
sonnel to school to "thoroughly
learn their trade ' or hire an
outside firm. However, he said
a private firm would likely hue
and train most of the present
personnel.

"It's hard to dispute the
(EPA's) criticism of the plant
and employees. We've known of
these problems for some time,
but don't have the money or
manpower to make the correc-
tions," Haack said. He said the
plant is operating at less than a
primary level.

According to the report,
the plant has no quality control
program for its on-site labora-
tory, nor do employees take re-

t i r e d effluent samples for
j analysis. The lack of testing.

New election
in Hoboken

The court order last Thursda>
that will result in a new election foi
Hoboken's Third Ward is a triumph
for the view that elections must be
conducted soundly and properly to
have validity.

It proves that a determined can-
didate can challenge an election
and win.

Anthony Russo was listed as
third when the votes were counted j
May 12, nine votes behind the sec- I
ond place candidate, Frank Raia. i
That would have placed him out of
the running for the runoff contest.
But he challenged the results, even
though he was told chances were
1,000-to-one that the challenge
would succeed. Finally, a judge
ruled that 44 voters had been regis-
tered illegally.

In the original campaign for the
runoff election, Raia's effort
seemed lackluster. He didn't even
show up when The Jersey Journal
gave the candidates a chance to get
their views to the public through a
joint question-and-answer session
with the man he was challenging,
incumbent Steve Cappiello.

Now it will be Russo versus Cap-
piello. Whatever the outcome, Russo
can be expected to run a spirited
campaign.

•
Meanwhile, a runoff election in

the city's Second Ward has been
declared valid, with a single vote
margin giving E. Norman Wilson vic-
tory over Helen Manogue. That elec-
tion showed that on Election Day,
each voter plays an important — and
potentially crucial — role. That's a
good lesson for all of us to
remember.

After two elections, two hear
mgs and a recount, Norman E.
Wilson yesterday was ruled the
winner of Hoboken's 5th Ward
City Council «eat by a Hudson
County judge

The decision by Judge Dorothea
O'C. Wefing of Superior Court in
Jer>*?y City to uphold the results of
a June 9 runoff contested by the
loser comes just one day after her
historic decision to order a new
runoff in the city's 3rd Ward

Yesterday's hearing was re-
quested by Helen Manogue who
lost by one vote to Wilson in the
runoff.

The controversy that launched
the hearing surrounded six
absentee ballots and accusations
that some polling procedures were
mishandled, allegations that Wef-
ing refuted down the line.

Following the ruling, Man
ogue's attorney asked for a stay of
an order restraining Wilson from
being sworn into the position until
3 p.m. Monday, by which time

Manogue i» to hart fccidbit if •*>•
will appeal the decision.

Wilson and Manogue fin* bat-
tled each other in the May 12
council election. Wilson won, but
by not enough to avoid a runoff,
and met up with Manoque again in
the runoff.

A subsequent recount found six
absentee ballots had been in-
validated by the county Board of
Elections because voters did no*
fill out the election forms properly.
Copies of five of thoae ballots show
voters did not actually cheek th«
ballot box, but instead )s*t check
marks above, below — and in OB»
case, through — the candidate*'
name.

The sixth ballot remain**
sealed Both sides agreed to dis-
allow the vote, because the WOMO
who cast it is ill, and could not
attend the proceedings to confira
her choice.

During a reeess yesterday,
Manogue seemed confident that
the judge would rule in her favor.-

"The intent of the voter is clear-

Please see WILSON Pag«l

ly there." she said In a case where
the victory margin were much
larger, "it wouldn't matter," she
•aid, "but the runoff was extreme
ly close."

Manogue's attorney, Gerald
Krovatin of Rot*land, also used
that argument yesterday Ballot
instructions "are anything but
clear," he said, adding that it is
obvious which candidate the voters
preferred.

If Wefing would have agreed to
use the ballots, the result would
have been a tie; three were cast for
Manogue. two for Wilson.

"It's not a question of being
'close enough",'" Wilson's attorney
James Flynn said. The board
states no vote should be counted
unless the mark is "substantially
inside" the ballot box, Flynn said.

Other controversies surround-
ing electoral procedures focused on
the Elks lodge polling place on
Washington Street, which opened
20 minutes late, at 7:20 a.m.,
Krovatin said. On« witness, who
did not appear in court, stated that
he was unable to vote as a result.

Another witness called by

Krovatin said be was unable to
vote because election workers did
not explain he waa in the wrong
polling place and should have
directed him to another

Flynn's M M •*§** Wefin*
was a* passive as Kiwatin's was
active Flynn held tight to a con
nervative style, stressing that the
voters, in addition to the poll work
era, have a responsiblity to cast
their vote during elections and see
that they are properly registered
to do so.

In her ruling, Wefing also
touched on voter responsiblity,
concluding that while the workers
are not exempt from wrongdoing,
the two witnesses also made a
choice by not voting in the election
when they might have tried to
make the extra effort to vote. As
for the ballots, Wefing reiterated
board standards for filling them
out.

On Wednesday, Wefing in-
validated the June J> re-election of
Steve Cappiello, • former mayor
and current Srd Ward councilman,
and ordered a new runoff for his
seat. Her decision was the first of
its kind in the county's history.

Cappiello draws
top ballot spot

coupled with the decrepit con-
dition of the plant has resulted
in effluent discharges into the
Hudson River which are "al-
ways very dark, either dark
brown or black.' the report
said.

One EPA official who
asked not to be identifed said
said some of the waste tested at
a "very high" rate of toxieity.

In addition, the plant does
not provide pfe-treatment of
industrial waste or a means of
identifying eorporate pollut-
ers. Consequently, the city has
been levied with millions of
dollars in EPA fines.

Haack said the city is cur-
rently developing a pre-treat-
ment program as part of its
efforts to negotiate a settle-
ment with the EPA. He said
Hoboken also will hire a con-
sulting engineer to oversee the
project.

The city this year will be-
gin making short term improve-
ments to the facility to achieve
primary treatment with funds
from a contribution by Hartz
Mountain Industries, a major

"^Hudson County real e s t a ^
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By Jim DeRogatts

Incumbent Steve Cappiello
drew the 1-A spot on the ballot
yesterday for the Sept. 15 spe-
cial runoff election lor the
Third Ward City Council seat

Cappiello will be compel
ing for his second term on the
council against challenger An-
thony Kusso, who will be run-
ning on the IB slot.

City Clerk James Farina
drew the ballot positions in his
office yesterday afternoon, one
week after a state Superior
Court judge ordered the spe-
cial election.

Judge Dorothea OC. Wef-
ins, sitting in Jersey City, over-
turned the results of the June 9
runoff between Cappiello and
Frank "Pupie" Kaia in a con-
troversial decision last week.
The judge found that 44 illegal-
ly registered voters had tainted
the results of the May 12 elec-
tion in which Kaia and Russo
had finished only nine votes
apart and ordered a new runotl
between Kusso and Cappiello

The election has been one
of the most turbulent in Hobo-
ken's history, with candidates
trading charges of political
meddling at the polls. The run-
off that should finally decide

the ward's council representa-
tive is expected to be hotly
contested.

Cappiello. 64. a former po
lice sergeant, served three
terms as mayor before he was
unseated by Thomas Vez/etti
in June. 1985 He was elected to
Ihe council several months lat-
er to complete the term ot Sal-
vatore Cemelli, who resigned.

Russo. 37. a teacher at Ho-
boken High School, serves as
the chairman of the Hudson
County Utilities Authority. He
has run unsuccessfully for the
Third Ward seat three times.

Located in the heart of the
city at its western edge, the
ward represents a mixture of
longtime residents, longtime
Italian families and newcom-
ers attracted by the new devel-
opments rising throughout the
ward. The ward has long been a
Cappiello stronghold, although
the former mayor's vote totals
have been slowly but steadily
decreasing in recent elections.

Meanwhile, the fight for a
new election continues in the
Fifth Ward, although it is un-
likely that a judge's decision
will be forthcoming before
Sept. 15.

See CAPPIKLLO - Page - 30-

Mail-in registry didn't help
By Laurie Kalmanson

Opening a court dispute
over the Hoboken Fifth Ward
council race that hangs by one
/ote, a woman testified yester-

day that she was turned away
from the polls after twice filing
mail-in voter registration
cards.

Without alleging fraud or
misconduct, losing candidate
Helen Manogue and her attor-
ney, Gerald Krovatin, argued
yesterday that enough voters
were affected by Board of Elec-
tion actions for the runoff to be
reconsidered.

"In a race with a one-vote
victory, one voter makes the
difference," Krovatin said.

Incumbent E. Norman Wil-
son scored a 733-732 victory
over Manogue in the June 9
runoff A court order has al-
ready barred Wilson from tak-
ing the oath of office for a new
term. He is now serving as a
holdover.

Subpoenaed by Manogue,
commercial real estate lawyer
Ellen Towey Kendall testified
that she had twice filed voter
registration cards but was
turned away at the polls be-
cause clerks said she was not
qualified to vote.

No one asked Towey, who
testified for most of the morn-
ing, how she would have voted
had she been permitted to cast
her ballot.

On election day, Towey tes-
tified, she was told at the polls
that she would have to go to
City Hall if she wanted to vote.
Because she was in the final
stages of a $45 million real es-
tate deal that day, Towey said,
she had to go to work and didn't
have the time to straighten out
the problem.

As she answered questions
from the attorneys, Towey.
wearing pearls and a black-
and-white summer suit, spoke
as surely as they did.

Another witness, stockbro-
ker Raymond Gilyard, is ex-
pected to testify for Manogue
when court resumes tomorrow,
(lilyard is expected to testify
that he, too, was turned away
from the polls.

Representing Wilson, at-
torney Jan 2S E. Flynn said al-
legations of improper process-
ing of voter registration forms

fall within the norrfral rftnge of
election day snafus

"The election workers did
what was reasonable under the
circumstances,' Flynn said.

Six absentee ballots went
uncounted election day

Three were cast for Mano-
gue, and two went to Wilson,
leaving the contest a dead heal
if they are added to the final
tally. The sixth ballot remains
unopened.

The five opened ballots
were rejected by the Board of
Elections because voters had
failed to properly fill in the box
nevt to the chosen candidate's
name.

Wilson and his attorney do
not want those five votes added
to the tally.

The sixth ballot wasn't
counted because the name of
the person who assisted the
disabled voter was not on the
envelope as required.

The dispute is being heard
by Superior Court Judge Doro-

See MAIL-IN Page S.

Cappiello draws top spot Mail-in registry didn't help voter
§ f~ 1""" wT Continued from Page 1 That fight is scheduled to Cappiellos attorney S

Continued from Page 1
Helen Manogue is attempt-

ing to overturn the results of
the June 9 runoff with incum-
bent Councilman E. Norman
Wilson, who won by only one
vote Wefing rejected Mano-
gue's arguments last week, but

the candidate is appealing.
However, because of prob-

lems in obtaining a transcript
of the first proceedings, it is
unlikely that the case will be
heard before mid-August, ac-
cording to Mark Singleton.
Manogue's campaign manager.

Wilson is serving as inter-
im councilman, although he
has been barred from being
sworn in by a court order. If the
appellate judges call for a new
election, it will likely be sched-
uled for the Nov. 3 ballot.

Continued from Page 1
thea OC. Wefing in Jersey City.
She is also hearing a dispute
over the Third Ward race.

The Third Ward is also be-
ing represented by a holdover
councilman. Incumbent Steve«
Cappiello was ban sd from be-
ing sworn in because of a suit
filed by third-place candidate
Anthony J. Russo, who alleges
fraud by workers for runner-up
Frank "Pupie" Raia.

That fight is scheduled to
resume before Wefing today.

On Monday, Wefing had or-
dered eight of 44 Third Ward
witnesses to tell her behind
closed doors how they voted on
election day. The 44 voters
were among some 70 people
improperly registered.

According to counsel pre-
sent during the questioning,
the judge suddenly recessed
the proceedings until today.

Cappiello's attorney Sal
D'Amelio, who was present
during the questioning, be-
lieves the judge called the re-
cess because she felt the wit-
nesses were improperly
sharing strategy. The judge de-
clined comment on the re-
marks attributed to her by D'A-
melio, and she ordered the
court stenographer to keep the
record of the proceedings
sealed.

Hudson missing new clean air deadline
By Andrea Kott

You take a deep breath and don't think about it — until
summer and what once passed as air is a cloak of dusty heat.

Then it's all you think about.
As part of the New York metropolitan area, Hudson County is

one of the five most polluted breathing spots in the country,
according to the federal Environmental Protection Agency.

Back in 1970, EPA gave states five years to submit plans. State
Implementation Plans, demonstrating how they would either
improve or maintain the quality of their air.

Two deadline extensions later, cities with the worst auto-
related pollution have until December 31, 1987 to present air-
quality improvement plans.

Hudson County is among some 60 areas that will miss the
deadline.

'Some spots in Hudson County will be in violation on carbon
monoxide," says John Ellston, assistant director for Air Quality
Management at the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection. In term? of ozone, he says the entire state will be non-
compliant.

"We will fail to achieve the standard. We know that already."
Out of all the pollutants for which national safety standards

exist, carbon monoxide and ozone are the most pernicious. But
trying to lower their levels in cities like Hoboken and Jersey City
is almost impossible, since the bulk of pollutants spew from cars
and trucks, whose numbers have increased with development.

Carbon monoxide is a site specific pollutant. "It occurs in
direct proportion to traffic density, especially where cars are not
moving or are stopped at lights," says Robert Ferraiuolo, chair-
man of th£ Hudson Regional Health Commission.

The good news — and there is some — is that widespead use of
emission control devices, right turns on red and timed traffic
lights have eased traffic flow and reduced carbon monoxide build
up over the last 10 years.

The ozone layer
Ozone is a deadlier menace.
A colorless, highly reactive gas, it is the product of chemical

reactions between hydrocarbons — gases associated with auto
fuels, solvents or paints — and nitrogen dioxide, a yellowish
brown gas produced by coal, oil or gas combustion.

When the two compounds react in sunlight, ozone is formed.
Unlik carbon monoxide, ozone cannot be treated locally

because it oesn't always develop right where its components are
emitted. >'

"By the time the reaction is eonsumated, the ozone is some-
where else," says Ferraiuolo. "If other states aren't doing their
jobs right we suffer."

Medical experts say ozone attacks the lungs in the same
manner that sunburn attacks the skin, causing the tissue to swell
and weep. It leads to coughing, choking, eye irritation, impaired
lung function and reduced resistance to lung diseases. If a person
is sensitive, recovery can be prolonged.

Federal safety standards allow for one day of ozone level
violation. But in 1985 Hudson County had 11 days with ozone level
violations: that's almost twice as many as in 1984 and four times
more than in 1986.

Raymond Dyba. acting chief for air quality planning and
evaluation at EPA, attributes the fluctuating levels to weather
conditions, rather than improvements in air quality.

Because auto congestion is the main ingredient in ozone
pollution, state improvement plans asked each state to reduce its
vehicle miles traveled by five percent.

"No one was able to do it," says Ellston. "The sheer volume of
transportation tends to overwhelm."

As he sees it, the only way to thin-out traffic is to discourage

Don't fake a breath
at these corners:

Hudson County, as part of the New York metropolitan
area, has some of the worst air quality in the country.
Approximately 32 "hot spots" — areas where carbon mon-
oxide levels continually exceed federal safety standards —
have been identified. Among them are:

HOBOKEN: Park Avenue and 14th Street Washington
Street and Observer Highway, and Hudson Street at 11th
Street, and River Road.

JERSEY CITY: 12th Street and Jersey Avenue, Kenne-
dy Boulevard and Newark Avenue, Summit Avenue at
Newark Avenue and Hoboken Avenue, and Summit Avenue
at Sip Avenue.

ridership and to use alternate mass transportation.
"Mass transit is a function of dollars, not a profitable organi-

zation. The more money you put in the more money you may lose,
in the short term anyway. It's a forced system that probably won't
work."

The bulge really begins with companies who pay for people's
gas, tolls or parking, says Herman Volk, director of the Governors
Waterfront Development Office.

"Twenty-three percent of people who drive everyday have
their trips completely subsidized." ^

That's one way to kill incentive for riding the bus.
Even if 10 percent fewer autos tunneled to the city Volk says

the vacuum would soon be filled. "It doesn't take much to offset
the balance."

Continued development along the waterfront promises to
clog traffic as well, an inevitability city officials are hoping to
head-off with extended bus service, a renewed trans-Hudson
ferry network and a light-rail system.

Non-vehicular sources also feed stubborn ozone levels
"The simple act of painting your house releases hydrocar-

bons into the air," says Raymond Werner, chief of impact assess-
ment for EPAs Region II in New York.

Although there has been talk of monitoring some small
manufacturing plants and shops in some cities, on-site controls
are often impractical.

"How do you control spray-painting? How do you prevent
someone from throwing greasy rags into a can? It's one thing to
tell someone to have a clean shop and another to enforce i t"

The fact is, strict clean air standards threaten new industrv
Cities are often torn between adhering to regulations and losing
revenue.

Hot Spots

But the "hot spots" — areas where rarhnn «„« • J i .
continually violate safety standard" ! ! remain m ° n ° X l d e l e v e l s

"There has to be a strong commitment on the Dart of the
counties to clean these up," Ellston says.

"Air quality is in line with other i
ment of Transportaion looks for w £ s
quality competes with everything else '•

As far as reducing ozone levels
national level. Clean-air activists re
approve a revised Clean Air Act that s£s
local - safety standards. s e t s
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Private firm may
run sewage plant
By Bill Campbell

The management of Hobo-
ken's sewage treatment plant,
which was strongly criticized
in a recent federal report, may
soon be turned over to a private
firm

Public Works Director Roy
Haack said the city will ex
plore "all options" in correct-
ing deficiencies at the munici-
pally run plant, including
privatization

We have discussed the
possibility of allowing a li-
censed agency to come in and
run the plant for us," he said.
'The option does exist "

The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, in a report

1 / v ^published in last Friday s Jer-
/f sey Journal, classified the Ho

boken treatment plant as "un-
acceptable, saying the 35
year-old facility sutlers from
• serious operational
deficiencies

The EPA inspectors cited
poor management at the plant,
while one federal official close
to the investigation said the
Hoboken plant was "the worst
case scenario I've ever seen."

The city has been mandat-
ed to upgrade its primary treat-
ment facility to a secondary
level by 1990. and may imple-
ment a privatization program
to manage the rehabilitated fa-
cility .Primary treatment re-
moves #D percent of wastewa-

ter pollutants, while secondary
treatment removes 85 percent

Haaek said municipal offi-
cials have been discussing the
possibility of hiring outside
plant managers as part of the
city's long term plan to upgrade
and maintain the facility
Haack said privatization may
be an answer to the EPA s criti-
cism, much of which he agreed
with

City Business Administra-
tor Edwin Chius said it was too
early to offer a cost comparison
between municipal and private
management of the facility. He
said privatization usually en-
tails "heavy" start-up costs, but

Sw PRIVATE — Page 5.
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Private firm may
run sewage plant
Continued from Page 1
the long term effect will likely
save the city money.

Chius and Haack agreed
that the city would have to re-
view proposals considering the
measure Chius said that "at
least" two municipalities in the
state have privatized their sow-
age treatment plants.

Haack said the city's op-
tions are either send plant per-
sonnel to school to"thoroughly
learn their trade" or hire an
outside firm However, he said
a private firm would likely hire
and train most of the present
personnel.

"It's hard to dispute the
(EPA's) criticism of the plant
and employees. We've known of
these problems tor some time,
but don't have the money or
manpower to make the correc-
tions," Haack said. He said the
plant is operating at less than a
primary level.

According to the report.
the plant has no quality control
program for its on-site labora-
tory, nor do employees take re-

t i r e d effluent samples for
|, analysis. The lack of testing,

coupled with the decrepit con-
dition of the plant has resulted
in effluent discharges into the
Hudson River which are "al-
ways very dark, either dark
brown or black, the report
said

One EPA official who
asked not to be identifed said
said some of the waste tested at
a "very high" rate of toxieity.

In addition, the plant does
not provide pre-treatment of
industrial waste or a means of
identifying corporate pollut-
ers. Consequently, the city has
been levied with millions of
dollars in EPA lines.

Haack said the city is cur-
rently developing a pre-treat-
ment program as part of its
efforts to negotiate a settle-
ment with the EPA He said
Hoboken also will hire a con
suiting engineer to oversee the
project.

The city this year will be-
gin making short term improve-
ments to the facility to achieve
primary treatment with funds
from a contribution by Hartz
Mountain Industries, a major

"•Hudson County real estate
'ideveloper. y

New election
in Hoboken

The court order last Thursday
that will result in a new election foi
Hoboken's Third Ward is a triumph
for the view that elections must be
conducted soundly and properly to
have validity.

It proves that a determined can-
didate can challenge an election
and win.

Anthony Russo was listed as
third when the votes were counted
May 12, nine votes behind the sec-
ond place candidate, Frank Raia.
That would have placed him out of
the running for the runoff contest.
But he challenged the results, even
though he was told chances were
1,000-to-one that the challenge
would succeed. Finally, a judge
ruled that 44 voters had been regis-
tered illegally.

In the original campaign for the
runoff election, Raia's effort
seemed lackluster. He didn't even
show up when The Jersey Journal
gave the candidates a chance to get
their views to the public through a
joint question-and-answer session
with the man he was challenging,
incumbent Steve Cappiello.

Now it will be Russo versus Cap-
piello. Whatever the outcome. Russo
can be expected to run a spirited
campaign.

•
Meanwhile, a runoff election in

the city's Second Ward has been
declared valid, with a single vote
margin giving E. Norman Wilson vic-
tory over Helen Manogue. That elec-
tion showed that on Election Day,
each voter plays an important —and
potentially crucial — role. That's a
good lesson for all of us to
remember.

After two elections, two hear-
ings and a recount, Norman E.
Wilson yesterday was ruled the
winner of Hoboken's 5th Ward
City Council teat by a Hudson
County judge.

The decision by Judge Dorothea
O'C Wefing of Superior Court in
Jersey City to uphold the results of
a June 9 runoff contested by the
loser comes just one day after her
historic decision to order a new
runoff in the city's 3rd Ward.

Yesterday's hearing was re-
quested by Helen Manogue who
lost by one vote to Wilson in the
runoff

The controversy that launched
the hearing surrounded six
absentee ballots and accusations
that some polling procedures were
nut-handled, allegations that Wef-
ing refuted down the line.

Following the ruling, Man-
oguc's attorney asked for a stay of
an order restraining Wilson from
being *worn into the position until
3 p.m. Monday, by which time

Manogue is to have decided if
will appeal the decision.

Wilson and Manogue first bat-
tled each other in the May 12
council election Wilson won, but
by not enough to avoid a runoff,
and met up with Manoque again in
the runoff.

A subsequent recount found six
absentee ballots had been in-
validated by the county Board at
Elections because voters did no*
fill out the election forms properly.
Copies of five of those ballots show
voters did not actually check th«
ballot box, but instead left check
marks above, below — and in on«
case, through — the candidate*'
name.

The sixth ballot remain**
sealed. Both sides agreed to dw-
allow the vote, because the woman
who cast it is ill, and could not
attend the proceedings to confirm
her choice.

During a recess yesterday,
Manogue seemed confident that
the judge would rule in her favor.

"The intent of the voter is clear-
Please see WILSON Page I

ly there." she said In a case where
the victory margin were much
larger, "it wouldn't matter," she
said, "but the runoff was extreme
ly close '

Manogue'.- attorney, Gerald
Krovatin of Roseland, also used
that argument yesterday Ballot
instructions "are anything but
clear," he said, adding that it is
obvious which candidate the voters
preferred.

If Wefing would have agreed to
use the ballots, the result would
have been a tie: thrtf were cast for
Manogue, two for Wilson.

"It's not a question of being
"close enough', Wilson's, attorney
James Flynn said The board
states no vote should be counted
unless the mark is "substantially
inside" the ballot box, Flynn said.

Other controversies surround
ing electoral procedures focused on
the Elks lodge polling place on
Washington Street, which opened
20 minutes late, at 7:20 a.m.,
Krovatin said. One witness who
did not appear in court, stated that
he was unable to vote as a result.

Another witness called by

Krovatin said be »«« unable to
vote because election workers did
not explain he was in the wrong
polling place and should have
directed him to another.

Flynn's ftiftnar before Wefing
was as passive as Krovatin s was
active Flynn held tight to a con-
servative style, stressing that the
voU-r*>. in addition to the poll work
ers, have a responsibhty to cast
their vote during elections and see
that they are properly registered
to do so.

In her ruling, Wefing also
touched on voter responsibhty,
concluding that while the workers
are not exempt from wrongdoing,
the two witnesses also made a
choice by not voting in the election
when they might have tried to
make the extra effort to vote. As
for the ballots, Wefing reiterated
board standards for filling them
out

On Wednesday, Wefing in-
validated the June 9 re-election of
Steve Cappiello. a former mayor
and current 3rd Ward councilman,
and ordered a new runoff for his
seat Her decision was the first of
its kind in the county's historv

Cappiello draws
top ballot spot
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Incumbent Steve Cappiello
drew the l A spot <»n the ballot
yesterday lor the Sept 15 spe-
cial runoff election for the
Third Ward City Council scat

Cappiello will l>e compet-
ing for his second term on the
council against challenger An-
thony ttusso. who will be run-
ning on the I B slot.

City Clerk James Farina
drew the ballot positions in his
office yesterday afternoon, one
week after a state Superior
Court judge ordered the spe-
cial election

Judge Dorothea O ( Wel-
ing sitting in Jersey City, over-
turned the results of the June 9
runoff between Cappiello and
Frank 'Tupie" Kaia in a con-
troversial decision last week.
The judge found that 44 illegal
ly registered voters had tainted
the results of the May 12 elec-
tion in which Kaia and Kusso
had finished only nine votes
apart and ordered a new runoil
between Russo and Cappiello

The election has been one
of the most turbulent in Hobo
ken's history, with candidates
trading charges of political
meddling at the polls. The run-
off that should finally decide

(he ward's council representa-
tive is expected to be hotly
contested.

Cappiello. 64. a former po-
lice sergeant, served three
terms as mayor before he was
unseated by Thomas Ve/.zetti
in June. 1985. He was elected to
the council several months lat-
er to complete the term ot Sal
vat ore Cenielli, who resigned

Kusso, 37. a teacher at Ho-
boken High School, serves as
the chairman of the Hudson
County Utilities Authority He
has run unsuccessfully for the
Third Ward seat three times

Located in the heart of the
city at its western edge, the
ward represents a mixture of
longtime residents, longtime
Italian families and newcom-
ers attracted by the new devel-
opments rising throughout the
ward The ward has long been a
Cappiello stronghold, although
the former mayor's vote totals
have been slowly but steadily
decreasing in recent elections.

Meanwhile, the fight for a
new election continues in the
Fifth Ward, although it is un-
likely that a judges decision
wil l 'be forthcoming before
Sept 15.

Mail-in registry didn't
Ry Laurie Kalmanson

Opening a court dispute
over the Hoboken Fifth Ward
council race that hangs by one
;ote, a woman testified yester-

day that she was turned away
from the polls after twice filing
mail in voter registration
cards.

Without alleging fraud or
misconduct, losing candidate
Helen Manogue and her attor-
ney. Gerald Krovatin. argued
yesterday that enough voters
were affected by Board of Elec-
tion actions for the runoff to be
reconsidered.

"In a race with a one-vote
victory, one voter makes the
difference," Krovatin said

Incumbent K Norman Wil-
son scored a 733-732 victory
over Manogue in the June 9
runoff A court order has al-
ready barred Wilson from tak-
ing the oath of office for a new
term. He is now serving as a
holdover.

Subpoenaed by Manogue,
commercial real estate lawyer
Ellen Towey Kendall testified
that she had twice filed voter
registration cards but was
turned away at the polls be-
cause clerks said she was not
qualified to vote.

No one asked Towey, who
testified for most of the morn
ing, how she would have voted
had she been permitted to cast
her ballot.

On election day. Towey tes-
tified, she was told at the polls
that she would have to go to
City Hall if she wanted to vote.
Because she was in the final
stages of a $45 million real es-
tate deal that day. Towey said,
she had to go to work and didn't
have the time to straighten out
the problem.

As she answered questions
from the attorneys, Towey.
wearing pearls and a black-
and white summer suit, spoke
as surely as they did.

Another witness, stockbro-
ker Raymond Gilyard, is ex-
pected to testify for Manogue
when court resumes tomorrow.
Gilyard is expected to testify
that he, too, was turned away
from the polls.

Representing Wilson, at-
torney Jan r?s E. Flynn said al-
legations of improper process-
ing of voter registration forms

fall within the norrtral rtaneeoT
election day snafus.

"The election workers did
what was reasonable under the
circumstances," Flynn said.

Six absentee ballots went
uncounted election day

Three were cast for Mano-
gue, and two went to Wilson,
leaving the contest a dead heat
if they are added to the final
tally The sixth ballot remains
unopened.

The five opened ballots
were rejected by the Board of
Elections because voters had
failed to properly fill in the box
next to the chosen candidate's
name.

Wilson and his attorney do
not want those five votes added
to the tally.

The sixth ballot wasn't
counted because the name of
the person who assisted the
disabled voter was not on the
envelope as required.

The dispute is being heard
by Superior Court Judge Doro-

See MAIL-IN Page 5.
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Helen Manogue is attempt-
ing to overturn the results of
the June 9 runoff with incum-
bent Councilman E. Norman
Wilson, who won by only one
vote Wefing rejected Mano-
gue s arguments last week, but

the candidate is appealing.
However, because of prob-

lems in obtaining a transcript
of the first proceedings, it is
unlikely that the case will be
heard before mid-August, ac-
cording to Mark Singleton,
Manogue's campaign manager.

Wilson is serving as inter-
im councilman, although he
has been barred from being
sworn in by a court order. If the
appellate judges call for a new
election, it will likely be sched-
uled for the Nov. 3 ballot.

thea O'C. Wefing in Jersey City.
She is also hearing a dispute
over the Third Ward race.

The Third Ward is also be-
ing represented by a holdover
councilman. Incumbent Steve*
Cappiello was ban.'d from be-
ing sworn in because of a suit
filed by third-place candidate
Anthony J. Russo, who alleges
fraud by workers for runner-up
Frank "Pupic" Raia.

That fight is scheduled to
resume before Wefing today.

On Monday, Wefing had or-
dered eight of 44 Third Ward
witnesses to tell her behind
closed doors how they voted on
election day. The 44 voters
were among some 70 people
improperly registered.

According to counsel pre-
sent during the questioning,
the judge suddenly recessed
the proceedings until today.

Cappiellos attorney Sal
D'Arnelio, who was present
during the questioning, be-
lieves the judge called the re-
cess because she felt the wit-
nesses were improperly
sharing strategy. The .judge de-
clined comment on the re-
marks attributed to her by D'A-
melio, and she ordered the
court stenographer to keep the
record of the proceedings
sealed.

Hudson missing new dean air deadline
By Andrea Kott

You take a deep breath and don't think about it — until
summer and what once passed as air is a cloak of dusty heat.

Then it's all you think about.
As part of the New York metropolitan area. Hudson County is

one of the five most polluted breathing spots in the country',
according to the federal Environmental Protection Agency.

Back in 1970, EPA gave states five years to submit plans. State
Implementation Plans, demonstrating how they would either
improve or maintain the quality of their air.

Two deadline extensions later, cities with the worst auto-
related pollution have until December 31. 1987 to present air-
quality improvement plans.

Hudson County is among some 60 areas that will miss the
deadline.

"Some spots in Hudson County will be in violation on carbon
monoxide," says John Ellston, assistant director for Air Quality
Management at the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection. In term? of ozone, he says the entire state will be non-
compliant.

"We will fail to achieve the standard. We know that already."
Out of all the pollutants for which national safety standards

exist, carbon monoxide and ozone are the most pernicious. But
trying to lower their levels in cities like Hoboken and Jersey City
is almost impossible, since the bulk of pollutants spew from cars
and trucks, whose numbers have increased with development.

Carbon monoxide is a site specific pollutant. "It occurs in
direct proportion to traffic density, especially where cars are not
moving or are stopped at lights." says Robert Ferraiuolo, chair-
man of the Hudson Regional Health Commission.

The good news — and there is some — is that widespead use of
emission control devices, right turns on red and timed traffic
lights have eased traffic flow and reduced carbon monoxide build
up over the last 10 years.

The ozone layer
Ozone is a deadlier menace.
A colorless, highly reactive gas. it is the product of chemical

reactions between hydrocarbons — gases associated with auto
fuels, solvents or paints — and nitrogen dioxide, a yellowish
brown gas produced by coal, oil or gas combustion.

When the two compounds react in sunlight, ozone is formed.
Unlik carbon monoxide, ozone cannot be treated locally

because it oesn't always develop right where its components are
emitted.

"By the time the reaction is consumated. the ozone is some-
where else," says Ferraiuolo. "If other states aren't doing their
jobs right we suffer."

Medical experts say ozone attacks the lungs in the same
manner that sunburn attacks the skin, causing the tissue to swell
and weep. It leads to coughing, choking, eye irritation, impaired
lung function and reduced resistance to lung diseases. If a person
is sensitive, recovery can be prolonged.

Federal safety standards allow for one day of ozone level
violation. But in 1985 Hudson County had 11 days with ozone level
violations: that's almost twice as many as in 1984 and four times
more than in 1986.

Raymond Dyba. acting chief for air quality planning and
evaluation at EPA, attributes the fluctuating levels to weather
conditions, rather than improvements in air quality.

Because auto congestion is the main ingredient in ozone
pollution, state improvement plans asked each state to reduce its
vehicle miles traveled by five percent.

"No one was able to do it," says Ellston. "The sheer volume of
transportation tends to overwhelm."

As he sees it, the only way to thin-out traffic is to discourage

Don't take a breath
at these corners:

Hudson County, as part of the New York metropolitan
area, has some of the worst air quality in the country.
Approximately 32 "hot spots" — areas where carbon mon-
oxide levels continually exceed federal safety standards —
have been identified. Among them are:

HOBOKEN: Park Avenue and 14th Street. Washington
Street and Observer Highway, and Hudson Street at 11th
Street, and River Road.

JERSEY CITY: 12th Street and Jersey Avenue, Kenne-
dy Boulevard and Newark Avenue. Summit Avenue at
Newark Avenue and Hoboken Avenue, and Summit Avenue
at Sip Avenue.

ridership and to use alternate mass transportation.
'Mass transit is a function of dollars, not a profitable organi-

zation. The more money you put in the more money you may lose
in the short term anyway. It's a forced system that probably won't
work."

The bulge really begins with companies who pay for people's
gas. tolls or parking, says Herman Volk. director of the Governor's
Waterfront Development Office.

•Twenty-three percent of people who drive everydav have
their trips completely subsidized."

That's one way to kill incentive for riding the bus.
Even if 10 percent fewer autos tunneled to the city, Volk savs

the vacuum would soon be filled. "It doesn't take much to offset
the balance."

Continued development along the waterfront promises to
clog traffic as well, an inevitability city officials are hoping to
head-off with extended bus service, a renewed trans-Hudson
ferry network and a light-rail system.

Non-vehicular sources also feed stubborn ozone levels
"The simple act of painting your house releases hydrocar-

bons into the air." says Raymond Werner, chief of impact assess-
ment for EPAs Region II in New York.

Although there has been talk of monitoring some small
manufacturing plants and shops in some cities, on-site controls
are often impractical.

"How do you control spray-painting? How do you prevent
someone from throwing greasy rags into a can? It's one thing to
tell someone to have a clean shop and another to enforce it "

The fact is. strict clean air standards threaten new industry
Cities are often torn between adhering to regulations and losing
revenue.

m ° n ° X l d e levels

Hot Spots
But the "hot spots" — areas where r r h n n

continually violate safety s t anda rds - " m a X
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Defeated candidate Helen
Manogue won a court order
barring Councilman-elect K
Norman Wilson from taking the
oath of ofTice until a full appeal
is heard.

No dale has been set yet for
the next round of the court
fight Manogue has waged since
Wilson defeated her by a single
vote in the .lutu 9 runoff. Wil-
son, the incumbent, has been
serving as ward councilman in
a holdover capacity

Manbgue's appeal must be heard first
Wilson received 733 votes

to Manogue s 732 Manogue had
a higher tally on the voting ma-
chines but was defeated when
absentee ballots were added

Manoguc and her attorney.
Gerald Krovatin. had alleged
in Superior Court that impro-
prieties in the June 9 election
made a new confrontation be-
tween her and Wilson
necessary.

Also at issue were five un-
counted absentee ballots that

uld have brought the elec-

tion dead even if included in
the final tally If both candi-
dates had received the same
number of votes. City Clerk
James Farina would have had
to decide the election by a coin
toss, according to state law

A sixth uncounted absen-
tee ballot that Manogue had
originally wanted counted is no
longer being contested and re-
mains sealed and secret.

I^ist week. Superior Court
Judge Dorothea OC Wefing.
sitting in Jersey City, ruled

against Manogue and said
Wilson should be seated

Manogue appealed the
Wefing decision to Appellate
Judges David Landau and Rob-
ert E (iaynor

The high court judges de-
cided that Manogue's com-
plaints held enough merit to
bar Wilson from being seated
until they can hold a full
hearing.

The hearing yesterday was
in Judge I^andau's chambers in
Hackensack.

The key issues on appeal
are the five disputed absentee
ballots that the Hudson County
Board of Elections excluded
from the final tally and the late
opening of a polling place

The five uncounted absen-
tee ballots were discarded by
the Hudson County Board of
Elections because the "X"
marking the voter's choice was
in the wrong place.

According to Krovatin. "the
ballot forms are confusing
Where the voter is supposed to

put the X marking his choice
is a tiny little box "

Wefing last week agreed
wilh the Board of Elections and
held that the excluded ballots
should not be counted.

She also held that the 20-
minute delay in opening the
Klks Club polling place. Wash-
ington and 10th streets, was not
a serious enough irregularity
to invalidate the election

"We have withdrawn our
challenge to absentee ballot
number six. but we want bal-
lots one through five to be
counted and not doing so was
an error on the judge's part,"

Srr WILSOM — Paw «

Union chief blasts
privatization plan
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Hobokê ewei,P'«nI S J '
By Hill Campbell

Hobokcn's sewage treat-
ment plant has been classified
as "unacceptable" and sutlers
from "serious" operational de-
ficiencies, according to a re-
cent federal report.

The report, prepared by
the I'.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and obtained this
week by The Jersey Journal,
strongly criticized the perfor-
mance of the plant and its staff.
One federal official close to the
investigation said the Hoboken
treatment plant was "the worst
case scenario I've ever seen."

Federal inspectors, who
performed an operational au-
dit of the plant last November,
said the facility has a history
of chronic violations" and that
"state and federal authorities
have been unsuccessful thus
far in obtaining compliance."

The deficiencies listed in
the report are multi-fold, rang-
ing from the decrepit condition
of the plant to poor manage-
ment The effluent discharged
into the Hudson Kiver was al-
ways very dark, either dark
brown or black" and will con-
tinue to be until secondary
treatment is implemented, offi-

cials said. The audit did not
specify the contents of the
waste water, but one official
said some of the effluent was
"toxic."

"On a scale of one to 12 with
six being average for toxicity,
the Hoboken facility rates an
11 That's very high," the offi-
cial said

Hobokeu. which is in the
process of upgrading the 35-
year-old facility at 16th and Ad-
ams streets, is one of several
New Jersey municipalities
which have failed to comply

So*- IIOBOktN — Pa*t> ».

Wilson is barred
from taking oath
Continued from
Krovatin said.
ing of polls de
the outcome."

"The polls
law to open at
minute delay
excusable, es

"The late open-
finitely affected
he continued
are required by
7 a m , and a 20-
is not anything
pecially in an

election where one vote can
make the difference," he said.

Wilson is represented by
attorney James E Flynn. who
argued there was nothing ille-
gal about the election day
delays.

Hoboken sewer plant called worst
(unlinui-il from VuHf I
with the federal Clean Wrater
Act.

Hoboken's constant failure
to comply with federal treat-
ment guidelines has prompted
the EPA to hit the city with
millionso!dollars in fines. The
city's inability to upgrade the
facility from primary to sec-
ondary treatment, which re-
moves 85 percent of waste wa-
ter pollutants, has resulted in
hundreds of thousand of dol-
lars in fines levied by the state
Department of Environmental
Protection.

The city is attempting to
negotiate a settlement with
both agencies and has vowed to
upgrade the plant by July, 1990

City officials say they have
not seen the federal report but
are not surprised by the find-
ings. They claim they have nev-
er had the funding to perform
routine maintenance and hire
qualified staff.

"There is nothing in that
report that wasn't in their last
report five years ago." said
Public Works Director Hoy
Haack, a former superinten-
dent of the sewerage plant.
"We've always known of the
problems there but never had
the money or manpower to cor-
rect them."

Kate Donnelly, the envi-
ronmental engineer who pre-
pared the report for the Kl'A.
said she could not comment on
the findings. Other EI'A offi-
cials also declined to comment.

The inspection was ion-
ducted last October and No-
vember to evaluate the quality
and reliability of the self-moni-
toring data supplied by the city
to the EPA. The report said
observations during a seven-
day sampling survey found the
plant "not in compliance" with
its state permit

The plant failed nine of 11
compliance categories, includ-
ing permit requirements, rt>-

A federal official has described Hoboken's sewage treatment plant, above, as "the worst I've
ever seen."

Cappiello
growling
at hated

cord keeping, self-monitoring,
sludge disposal and operations
and maintenance The plant
passed the federal test for How
measurement, while the lab-
oratory was rated "marginal."

The EPA report said that
lor the plant to comply with its
permit, which requires that 30
percent of pollutants be re-
moved from waste water, would
mean "overcoming some over-
whelming problems, such as
the poor condition ol'tlie plant,
a poor operation and mainte-
nance program and the lack of
motivation of plant staff

"Until the secondary plant
(is completed), the Hudson Riv-
er will be subject to a black-
ened and turbid effluent from
the city which is not monitoring
properly."

An EPA official who asked
not to be identified said the
Hoboken facility was the
"worst case scenario I've ever
seen." The official said the city
employees at the plant have

Accused voter
aided Cappiello
By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-A poll worker who
is charged with voting twice in
each of the last three elections
here was a top campaign worker in
.'Jrd Ward Councilman Steve Cap-
pit'llo's last campaign, sources said
yesterday.

Antoinette Calabrcse. an of-
ficial election challenger in the
same district in which she voted,
was charged Monday with voting
under her maiden name, which is
'Hossvlii, and also her married
name, in elections held since 1983.

Calabrese's attorney, Salvatore
D'Amelio of Jersey City, confirmed
that Calabrese worked on Cap-

piello's campaign before the June
9 runoff election between Cap-
piello and Frank "Pupi" Raia.

One of Calabrese's alleged vot-
ing violations occurred in that
election, in which Cappiello de-
feated Raia Calabrese allegedly
voted at the polls in addition to
casting an absentee ballot that
later was voided when officials
noticed the address and hand-
writing were similar.

Cappiello refused to comment
on Calabrese's activities in his

, campaign.
D'Amelio said Calabres*

"helped Cappiello out" in the run-
off election, but would not say

Please see VOTER Page 14

"neglected" to perform routine
samplings.

"We're not talking about
something that costs money."
the official said. They are re-
quired to make daily tests of
the effluent and they don't do
it No one there has any idea
what's coming in or going out of
the plant."

Haack. the city's Public
Works director, said he agreed
with the finding and has been
"asking for help" for years.

"The plant is more than 30
years old and needs repairs."
Haack said. "We also need a
fully trained staff to operate
the facility, but both cost n lot
of money."

The city ratified an agree-
ment with Hart/. Mountain In-
dustries of Secaucus this
month which officials say will
correct deficiencies in the pri-
mary plant and pave the way
for construction of the second-
ary plant. Hart/ agreed to
spend $10 million on repairs to

VOTER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

whether she had an official title in
the campaign. He said that
Calabrese also supported Anthony
J. Russo, who came in third in the
May 12 election and did not partic-
ipate in the June 9 runoff.

"She was thicker with Russo
than with Cappiello," D'Amelio
said. "This was her way of keeping
both friends."

News reports published at the
time of the election called
Calabrese the co-manager of Cap-
piello's campaign. Calabrese was
unavailable for comment yester-
day afternoon and early night.

The result of the May 12 elec-
tion was thrown out last week by
Judge Dorothy O'C. Wefing of
Hudson County Superior Court in
Jersey City, who ruled that votes
that were voided for improper reg
istration should be counted as part
of the election results. Her de-
cision, unrelated to Calabrese's
alleged violations, puts Russo into
another runoff election against
Cappiello.

Several campaign workers for
Raia accused Calabrese of voting
twice in early June. The county
Board of Elections investigated
and turned the results over to the
county Prosecutor's Office.

the plant and pay the state
$250,000 in municipal lines.

Hart/., the giant real estate
development firm, has been
unable to obtain sewerage
hook-up permits for its Lincoln
Harbor project in Weehawken.

The state has banned per-
mits in the Hoboken sewerage
district, which also includes
Weehawken and I'nion City,
until the city develops a com-
pliance schedule to upgrade
the plant and corrects deficien-
cies.

This will help get the city
one step closer to a resolution
of this problem and improve
the water quality," Hart/, attor-
ney Kenneth McPherson told
the City Council last month.

Haack said the agreement
should make Hoboken eligible
for $25 million in state and fed-
eral sewerage grants to up-
grade the treatment plant
while, in the short term, im-
prove the quality of water dis-
charged into the Hudson Kiver.

By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

H O B O K E N - C o u n c i l m a n
Steve Cappiello is expected to in-
troduce an ordinance at next
month's City Council meeting that
would regulate pit bull ownership,
adding this city to the growing list
of municipalities contemplating
such a measure.

Officials said yesterday that the
ordinance will have broad support
in the council.

"I think a pit bull exemplifies
the type of animal that can be
trained to harm people," Cappiello
said. "They must be controlled as
best they can."

The ordinance would establish
a minimum age limit for pit bull
owners, as well as requiring that
pit bulls be muzzled and leashed in
public, he said. The measure would
also require the owners to carry
liability insurance, he added.

Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti, who
is frequently at odds with Cap-
fiello and defeated the now-3rd
Ward councilman in the 1985 may-
oral election, said he will support
the ordinance.

Please see DOGS Page 14

Hoboken planning
pit bull ordinance
By Bill Campbell

?/*•

The Hoboken City Council,
following the lead of other New
Jersey municipalities, will in-
troduce legislation next month
to regulate the ownership of pit
bull terriers.

The ordinance, sponsored
by Third Ward Councilman
Steve Cappiello, will require
pit bull owners to furnish proof
of liability insurance before
the dogs can be registered with
the city.

The law will also establish
age guidelines for pit bull own-
ership and require that the
dogs be muzzled and leashed in
public. Cappiello said. The or-
dinance may also include stiff
fines for violators, he said.

The law is intended as a
response to the publicity given

recent attacks in New Jersey
and New York by the small but
sometimes ferocious dogs. In
Hudson County. Jersey City
and North Bergen officials are
studying legislation to regulate
the dogs.

Animal rights activists
have complained that ordi-
nances against pit bulls unfair-
ly target a breed, rather than
address the problem of any dog
deemed to be vicious. They
also say pit bulls are only vi-
cious when their owners train
them to be

According to Hoboken
Health Officer Patricia Mitten,
only five pit bulls are regis-
tered with the city, but city
officials speculate that the ac-
tual number is much higher.

See HOBOKEN - Page 8.

B> Bill Campbell

A proposal to privatize the
Hoboken sewage treatment
plant was strongly opposed yes
terday by the president of the
city's Municipal Employees
Association

James Fisher, who heads
the 120-member union, said the
proposal would negatively al-
ter employees civic service and
pension status and would ulti-
mately lead to a loss of jobs

"Basically," he charged,
"this is an example of labor
being penalized for manage-
ment's mistakes."

Public Works Director Hoy
Haack said last week that the
city was considering a plan to
turn control of the municipally
managed facility over to a pri-
vate firm He said the privatiza-
tion idea may be part of Hobo-
ken's ongoing plan to correct
operational deficiencies at the
plant

Haack's comments
stemmed from the release of a
federal report which classified
the plant as "unacceptable"
The report, prepared by the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, said management of
the plant suffered "serious"
operational deficiencies

City Business Administra-

tor Edwin Chius s.ud a privati-
zation plan would likely save
the city nionev in the long run
Hut Fisher said he disagreed
with Haack and Chius and
charged that the blame was be-
ing shifted from management
to l.il>ot

As far as I know, the (EPAI
is not criticizing the laborers at
the plant, only the managers."
he said i t seems that privati-
zation is a drastic solution to
this problem."

Haack said the city was
"exploring several options,"
ranging from privatization to
retraining existing personnel,
to correct deficiencies at the
plant He said a private firm
would likely hire existing plant
personnel to run the facility.

However. Fisher warned
that city employees would lose
pension and civil service bene-
fits if they left the city to work
lor a private agency.

"Someone with five years
service would lose all the bene-
fits they accumulated with the
city," he said Then' are nearly
30 union employees at the
plant. "I don't see how this
helps anyone."

Fisher said he will support
a plan to retrain existing per

See UNION — Page 6.

Union chief raps privatization
Continued from I'aRt' 1
sound to correct the deficien-
cies at the 35-year-old plant.

Hoboken has been mandat-
ed by the state and EPA to
'upgrade the sewerage facility

by 1990.
Haack said the city would

conduct a cost comparison be-
fore deciding on whether to
seek a private management
firm.

DOGS
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Vezzetti said the proposal is
"the first good ordinance" ever
proposed by Cappiello.

Council President Patrick
Pasculli said the measure probably
will pass.

"I think Mr. Cappiello will he
able to draw up enough support."
PasculH said. "It is a concern io a
lot of people in the comnvi.nit>.'

Pasculli said he thought the
national publicity that pit hull
attacks have received recently will
help influence the public to sup
port the ordinance. The sometimes
ferocious nature of the dog recent-
ly has been the subject of an ABC
"Nightline" program, and Sports
Illustrated magazine devoted a
cover story to the breed this week.
A savage pit bull attack on a
woman was shown on television
several weeks ago.

Passaic recently passed a re
strictive pit bull ordinance, and
North Bergen has introduced a
similar measure. The Jersey City
Council is reported to be consider-
ing an anti-pit bull ordinance.

Local reaction to the other or
dinances has been divided sharply
Many opponents of the ordinances
have called them unfair and say
that they should not single out pit
bull^ for regulation

Cappiello said he would not
oppose changing his ordinance to
include all "dangerous" dogs if the
council suggested it.

"There are other such dogs," he
oaid. "They have to be controlled
as well."

However, Pasculli said it would
be difficult to determine which
dogs were dangerous. He also said
the pit bulls have certain charac-
teristics as a breed that warrant
special consideration.

"The evidence is so conclusive
as far as the pit bull is concerned,"
he asserted. Pasculli listed the
dog's tenacious attack patterns, its
tremendous jaw strength and its
temperament as characteristics pe-
cuUar to the breed.

According to the city Depart-
ment of Health, only five pit bulls
are registered here.

Hoboken planning
pit bull ordinance
Continued from Page 1

For the past two years, the
council has pondered legisla-
tion to regulate the dogs, which
are prevalent in the southwest-
ern section of the city. Former
First Ward Councilman Antho-
ny Romano and former Third
Ward Councilman Sal Cimclli
each proposed that sanctions
be placed on pit bull
ownership.

Police Chief George Crim-
mins said pit bull attacks were
"were not a pressing issue"
with police despite at least two
attacks during the past year. In
March, two pit bulls bit and
seriously wounded two men be-
fore a police officer shot the
dogs. Several months earlier, a
pit bull who escaped from his
owner attacked two men in the
uptown section of the city.

Cappiello. citing com-
plaints about pit bulls by resi-
dents in the Third Ward, said it
"is time for the city to take
action" to control ownership of
the dogs.

"People are afraid of the
animals and I've seen things
that have upset me like a young
boy using his pit bull in a bul-
lyish manner." Cappiello said.
"It's very easy to use these dogs
against other people"

The proposed Hoboken or-
dinance, based on bills intro-
duced in Jersey City and Passa-
ic. would require that all pit

bulls be licensed by the health
officer. Owners must he at least
18 years old and must be cov-
ered by $500,000 of personal
liability insurance to cover
claims against the animals.

The dogs are also required
to be muzzled and leashed
when on public property, and
the dogs must be tattooed by
the Health Department to pro-
vide authorities with perma-
nent identification of the ani-
mal's owner, according to the
proposed ordinance.

The model ordinances in
elude provisions for violations,
ranging from a $1,000 fine to a
six-month prison sentence

Mitten, though, said her of-
fice would be hard pressed to
regulate and enforce the law
"Who will determine whether a
dog is a pit bull?" she asked.
"How will we know if everyone
registers their dogs".' It's early
to venture a guess, but I'd say
there will be problems with tin-
law. "

Mitten suggested that the
council instead propose legis-
lation regulating all vicious
dogs, not just pit bulls.

if we are going to have this
kind of an ordinance, it should
cover other dogs. Pit bulls are
not the only vicious dogs." she
said.

"Pit bulls are a problem,
but they are not the only
problem."
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By Laurie Katan

Hoboken Fifth Ward voters
could be going back to the polls
alter alt. a two-juo ap-
pellate panel ruh day

Defeated candiduK Helen
Manogue won a court order
barring Councilman elect E
Norman Wilson from taking the
oath of office until a full appeal
is heard.

No date has been set yet for
the next round of the court
fight Manogue has waged since
Wilson defeated her by a single
vote in the June 9 runoff Wil
son, the incumbent, has been
serving as ward councilman in
a holdover capacity.

rom taking
Manogue's appeal must be heard first

Wilson received 733 votes
to Manogue's 732 Manogue had
a hiuher tally on the voting ma-
chines but was defeated when
absentee ballots were added

ManoRue and her attorney.
Gerald Krovatin, had alleged
in Superior Court that impro-
prieties in the June 9 election
made a new confrontation be-
tween her and Wilson
necessary.

Also at issue were five un-
counted absentee ballots that
could have brought the elec-

tion dead even if included in
the final tally If both candi-
dates had received the same
number of votes. City Clerk
James Farina would have had
to decide the election by a coin
toss, according to state law

A sixth uncounted absen-
tee ballot that Manogue had
originally wanted counted is no
longer being contested and re-
mains sealed and secret.

Last week, Superior Court
Judge Dorothea O'C. Wefing,
sitting in Jersey City, ruled

against Manogue and said
Wilson should be seated.

Manogue appealed the
Wefing decision to Appellate
Judges David Landau and Rob-
ert E Gaynor

The high court judges de-
cided that Manogue's com-
plaints held enough merit to
bar Wilson from being seated
until they can hold a full
hearing

The hearing yesterday was
in Judge Landau's chambers in
Hackensack.

The key issues on appeal
are the five disputed absentee
ballots that the Hudson County
Board of Elections excluded
from the final tally and the late
opening of a polling place.

The five uncounted absen
tee ballots were discarded by
the Hudson County Board of
Elections because the "X"
marking the voter's choice was
in the wrong place.

According to Krovatin, "the
ballot forms are confusing.
Where the voter is supposed to

oath
put the X marking his choice
is a tiny little box."

Wefing last week agreed
with the Board of Elections and
held that the excluded ballots
should not be counted.

She also held that the 20-
minute delay in opening the
Elks Club polling place. Wash-
ington and 10th streets, was not
a serious enough irregularity
to invalidate the election

"We have withdrawn our
challenge to absentee ballot
number six. but we want bal-
lots one through five to be
counted and not doing so was
an error on the judge's part,"

See WILSON - Pane «.
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By Bill Campbell

Hoboken's sewage treat-
ment plant has been classified
as "unacceptable " and sutlers
from "serious" operational de-
ficiencies, according to a re-
cent federal report.

The report, prepared by
the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and obtained this
week by The Jersey Journal,
strongly criticized the perfor-
mance of the plant and its staff.
One federal official close to the
investigation said the Hoboken
treatment plant was "the worst
case scenario I've ever seen."

Federal inspectors, who
performed an operational au-
dit of the plant last November,
said the facility has "a history
of chronic violations" and that
"state and federal authorities
have been unsuccessful thus
far in obtaining compliance."

The deficiencies listed in
the report are multifold, rang-
ing from the decrepit condition
of the plant to poor manage-
ment. The effluent discharged
into the Hudson Kiver "was al-
ways very dark, either dark
brown or black" and will con-
tinue to be until secondary
treatment is implemented, offi-

cials said. The audit did not
specify the contents of the
waste water, but one official
said some of the diluent was
"toxic."

"On a scale of one to 12 with
six being average for toxicity,
the Hoboken facility rates an
11. That's very high," the offi-
cial said

Hoboken. which is in the
process of upgrading the 35-
year-old facility at 16th and Ad-
ams streets, is one of several
New Jersey municipalities
which have failed to comply

See HOBOKKN — Page 9.

Wilson is barred
from taking oath
Continued from Page 1
Krovatin said. "The late open-
ing of polls definitely affected
the outcome," he continued

"The polls are required by
law to open at 7 a.m., and a 20-
minute delay is not anything
excusable, especially in an

election where one vote can
make the difference," he said.

Wilson is represented by
attorney James E. Flynn. who
argued there was nothing ille-
gal about the election day
delays.

Hoboken sewer plant called 'worst'
Continued I rom Page I
with the federal Clean Water
Act.

Hoboken's constant failure
to comply with federal treat-
ment guidelines has prompted
the KPA to hit the city with
millions o! dollars in tines. The
city's inability to upgrade the
facility from primary to sec-
ondary treatment, which re-
moves 85 percent of waste wa-
ter pollutants, has resulted in
hundreds of thousand of dol-
lars in fin$slevied by the state
Department of Environmental
Protection.

The city is attempting to
negotiate a settlement with
both agencies and has vowed to
upgrade the plant by July, 1990.

City officials say they have
not seen the federal report but
are not surprised by the find-
ings. They claim they have nev-
er had the funding to perform
routine maintenance and hire
qualified staff.

"There is nothing in that
report that wasn't in their last
report five years ago," said
Public Works Director Hoy
Haack, a former superinten-
dent of the sewerage plant.
"We've always known of (he
problems there but never had
the money or manpower to cor-
rect them."

Kate Donnell>. the envi-
ronmental engineer who pre-
pared the report for the EPA.
said she could not comment on
the findings. Other EPA offi-
cials also declined to comment.

The inspection was con-
ducted last October and No-
vember to evaluate the quality
and reliability of the self-moni-
toring data supplied by the city
to the EPA. The report said
observations during a seven-
day sampling survey found the
plant "not in compliance" with
its state permit.

The plant failed nine of 11
compliance categories, includ-
ing permit requirements, re-

A federal official has described Hoboken's sewage treatment plant, above, as "the worst I've
ever seen."

cord keeping, self-monitoring,
sludge disposal and operations
and maintenance. The plant
passed the federal test for flow
measurement, while the lab-
oratory was rated "marginal."

The EPA report said that
for the plant to comply with its
permit, which requires that 30
percent of pollutants be re-
moved from waste water, would
mean "overcoming some over-
whelming problems, such as
the poor condition of the plant.
a poor operation and mainte-
nance program and the lack of
motivation of plant staff.

"Until the secondary plant
(is completed), the Hudson Riv-
er will be subject to a black-
ened and turbid diluent from
the city which is not monitoring
properly."

An EPA official who asked
not to be identified said the
Hoboken facility was the
"worst case scenario I've ever
seen ' The official said the city
employees at the plant have

' neglected" to perform routine
samplings.

"We're not talking about
something that costs money,"
the official said. "They are re-
quired to make daily tests of
the effluent and they don't do
it. No one there has any idea
what's coming in or going out of
the plant."

Haack. the city's Public
Works director, said he agreed
with the finding and has been
"asking for help" for years.

"The plant is more than 30
years old and needs repairs."
Haack said. "We also need a
fully trained staff to operate
the facility, but both cost a lot
of money."

The city ratified an agree-
ment with Hart/. Mountain In-
dustries of Secaucus this
month which officials say will
correct deficiencies in the pri-
mary plant and pave the way
for construction of the second-
ary plant. Hartz agreed to
spend $1.6 million on repairs to

VOTER
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the plant and pay the state
$250,000 in municipal fines.

Hartz. the giant real estate
development firm, has been
unable to obtain sewerage
hook-up permits for its Lincoln
Harbor project in Weehawken.

The state has banned per-
mits in the Hoboken sewerage
district, which also includes
Weehawken and Union City,
until the city develops a com-
pliance schedule to upgrade
the plant and corrects deficien-
cies.

"This will help get the city
one step closer to a resolution
of this problem and improve
the water quality," Hartz attor-
ney Kenneth McPherson told
the City Council last month.

Haack said the agreement
should make Hoboken eligible
for $25 million in state and fed-
eral sewerage grants to up-
grade the treatment plant
while, in the short term, im-
prove the quality of water dis-
charged into the Hudson River.

Cappiello
growling
at hated

]
By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

H O B O K E N - C o u n c i l man
Steve Cappiello is expected to in-
troduce an ordinance at next
month's City Council meeting that
would regulate pit bull ownership,
adding this city to the growing list
of municipalities contemplating
such a measure.

Officials said yesterday that the
ordinance will have broad support
in the council.

"1 think a pit bull exemplifies
the type of animal that can be
trained to harm people," Cappiello
said. "They must be controlled as
best they can."

The ordinance would establish
a minimum age limit for pit bull
owners, as well as requiring that
pit bulls be muzzled and leashed in
public, he said. The measure would
also require the owners to carry
liability insurance, he added.

Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti, who
is frequently at odds with Cap-
riello and defeated the now-3rd
Ward councilman in the 1985 may-
oral election, said he will support
the ordinance.

Please see DOGS Page 14

Accused voter
aided, Cappiello
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By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-A poll worker who
is charged with voting twice in
each of the last three elections
here was a top campaign worker in
3rd Ward Councilman Steve Cap-
picllo's last campaign, sources said
yesterday.

Antoinette Calabrese, an of-
ficial election challenger in the
same district in which she voted,
was charged Monday with voting
under her maiden name, which is
-Rosselii, and also her married
name, in elections held since 1983.

Calabrese's attorney, Salvatore
D'Amelio of Jersey City, confirmed
that Calabrese worked on Cap-

piello's campaign before the June
9 runoff election between Cap-
piello and Frank "Pupi" Raia.

One of Calabrese's alleged vot-
ing violations occurred in that
election, in which Cappiello de-
feated Raia. Calabrese allegedly
voted at the polls in addition to
casting an absentee ballot that
later was voided when officials
noticed the address and hand-
writing were similar.

Cappiello refused to comment
on Calabrese's activities in bis

, campaign.
D'Amelio said Calabres*

"helped Cappiello out" in the run-
off election, but would not say

Please see VOTER Page 14

whether she had an official title in
the campaign. He said that
Calabrese also supported Anthony
J. Russo, who came in third in the
May 12 election and did not partic-
ipate in the June 9 runoff.

"She was thicker with Russo
than with Cappiello," D'Amelio
said. "This was her way of keeping
both friends."

News reports published at the
time of the election called
Calabrese -the co-manftger of Cap
piello's campaign. Calabrese was
unavailable for comment yester-
day afternoon and early night.

The result of the May 12 elec-
tion was thrown out last week by
Judge Dorothy O'C. Wefing of
Hudson County Superior Court in
Jersey City, who ruled that votes
that were voided for improper reg-
istration should be counted as part
of the election results. Her de-
cision, unrelated to Calabrese's
alleged violations, puts Russo into
another runoff election against
Cappiello.

Several campaign workers for
Raia accused Calabrese of voting
twice in early June. The county
Board of Elections investigated
and turned the results over to the
county Prosecutor's Office.

Hoboken planning
pit bull ordinance
By Bill Campbell

The Hoboken City Council,
following the lead of other New
Jersey municipalities, will in-
troduce legislation next month
to regulate the ownership of pit
bull terriers.

The ordinance, sponsored
by Third Ward Councilman
Steve Cappiello, will require
pit bull owners to furnish proof
of liability insurance before
the dogs can be registered with
the city.

The law will also establish
age guidelines for pit bull own-
ership and require that the
dogs be muzzled and leashed in
public, Cappiello said. The or-
dinance may also include stiff
fines for violators, he said.

The law is intended as a
response to the publicity given

recent attacks in New Jersey
' and New York by the small but
sometimes ferocious dogs. In
Hudson County, Jersey City
and North Bergen officials are
studying legislation to regulate
the dogs.

Animal rights activists
have complained that ordi-
nances against pit bulls unfair-
ly target a breed, rather than
address the problem of any dog
deemed to be vicious. They
also say pit bulls are only vi-
cious when their owners train
them to be.

According to Hoboken
Health Officer Patricia Mitten,
only five pit bulls are regis-
tered with the city, but city
officials speculate that the ac-
tual number is much higher.

See HOBOKEN - Page 8.

Union chief blasts
privatization plan
By Bill Campbell

jmvatize theA proposal to pi
Hoboken sewage treatment
plant was strongly opposed yes-
terday by the president of the
city's Municipal Employees
Association.

James Fisher, who heads
the 120-member union, said the
proposal would negatively al-
ter employees civic service and
pension status and would ulti-
mately lead to a loss of jobs.

"Basically." he charged,
"this is an example of labor
being penalized for manage-
ment's mistakes."

Public Works Director Hoy
Haack said last week that the
city was considering a plan to
turn control of the municipally
managed facility over to a pri-
vate firm He said the privatiza-
tion idea may be part of Hobo-
ken's ongoing plan to correct
operational deficiencies at the
plant.

Haack's comments
stemmed from the release of'a
federal report which classified
the plant as "unacceptable."
The report, prepared by the
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, said management of
the plant suffered "serious"
operational deficiencies.

City Business Administra-

tor Edwin Chius said a privati
/.ation plan would likely sa\e
the city money in the long run
But Fisher said he disagreed
with Haack and Chius and
charged that the blame was be-
ing shifted from management
to lalntr.

As far as I know, the (EPA)
is not criticizing the laborers at
the plant, only the managers."
he said, i t seems that privati-
zation is a drastic solution to
this problem."

Haack said the city was
"exploring several options,"
ranging from privatization to
retraining existing personnel,
to correct deficiencies at the
plant He said a private firm
would likely hire existing plant
personnel to run the facility.

However. Fisher warned
that city employees would lose
pension and civil service bene-
fits if they left the city to work
for a private agency.

"Someone with five years
service would lose all the bene-
fits they accumulated with the
city," he said. There are nearly
30 union employees at the
plant. "I don't see how this
helps anyone."

Fisher said he will support
a plan to retrain existing per

See UNION — Page C.

Union chief raps privatization
Continued from Page 1
Isonnel to correct the deficien-
cies at the 35-year-old plant.
' Hoboken has been mandat-
«ed by the state and EPA to
{Upgrade the sewerage facility

by 1990.
Haack said the city would

conduct a cost comparison be-
fore deciding on whether to
seek a private management
firm.

,-w-
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Vezzetti said the proposal is
"the first good ordinance" ever
proposed by Cappiello.

Council President Patrick
Pasculli said the measure probably

, will pass.
I "I think Mr. Cappiello will be

able to draw up enough support."
Paaculli said. "It is a concern to a
lot of people in the community."

Pasculli said he thought the
national publicity that pit bull
attacks have received recently will
help influence the public to sup-
port the ordinance. The sometimes
ferocious nature of the dog recent-
ly has been the subject of an ABC
"Nightline" program, and Sports
Illustrated magazine devoted a
cover story to the breed this week.
A savage pit bull attack on a
woman was shown on television
several weeks ago.

Passaic recently passed a re
strictive pit bull ordinance, and
North Bergen has introduced a
similar measure. The Jersey City
Council is reported to be consider-
ing an anti-pit bull ordinance.

Local reaction to the other or-
dinances has been divided sharply.
Many opponents of the ordinances
have called them unfair and say
that they should not single out pit
bulls for regulation.

Cappiello said he would not
oppose changing his ordinance to
include all "dangerous" dogs if the
council suggested it.

"There are other such dogs," he
said. "They have to be controlled
as well."

However, Pasculli said it would
be difficult to determine which
dogs were dangerous. He also said
the pit bulls have certain charac-
teristics as a breed that warrant
special consideration.

"The evidence is so conclusive
as far as the pit bull is concerned,"
he asserted. Pasculli listed the
dog's tenacious attack patterns, its
tremendous jaw strength and its
temperament as characteristics pe-
culiar to the breed.

According to the city Depart-
ment of Health, only five pit bulls
are registered here.

Hoboken planning
pit bull ordinance
Continued from Page 1

For the past two years, the
council has pondered legisla-
tion to regulate the dogs, which
are prevalent in the southwest-
ern section of the city. Former
First Ward Councilman Antho-
ny Romano and former Third
Ward Councilman Sal Cimelli
each proposed that sanctions
be placed on pit bull
ownership.

Police Chief George Crim-
mins said pit bull attacks were
"were not a pressing issue"
with police despite at least two
attacks during the past year. In
March, two pit bulls bit and
seriously wounded two men be-
fore a police officer shot the
dogs. Several months earlier, a
pit bull who escaped from his
owner attacked two men in the
uptown section of the city.

Cappiello, citing com-
plaints about pit bulls by resi-
dents in the Third Ward, said it
"is time for the city to take
action" to control ownership of
the dogs.

"People are afraid of the
animals and I've seen things
that have upset me like a young
boy using his pit bull in a but
lyish manner." Cappiello said.
"It's very easy to use these dogs
against other people."

The proposed Hoboken or-
dinance, based on bills intro-
duced in Jersey City and Passa-
ic. would require that all pit

bulls be licensed by the health
officer. Owners must be at least
18 years old and must be cov-
ered by $500,000 of personal
liability insurance to cover
claims against the animals.

The dogs are also required
to be muzzled and leashed
when on public property, and
the dogs must be tattooed by
the Health Department to pro-
vide authorities with perma-
nent identification of the ani-
mal's owner, according to the
proposed ordinance.

The model ordinances in-
clude provisions for violations,
ranging from a $1,000 fine to a
six-month prison sentence

Mitten, though, said her of-
fice would be hard pressed to
regulate and enforce the law.
"Who will determine whether a
dog is a pit bull?" she asked.
"How will we know if everyone
registers their dogs? It's early
to venture a guess, but I'd say
there will be problems w ith the
law."

Mitten suggested that the
council instead propose legis-
lation regulating all vicious
dogs, not just pit bulls

i f we are going to have this
kind of an ordinance, it should
cover other dogs. Pit bulls are
not the only vicious dogs." she
said.

"Pit bulls are a problem,
but they are not the only
problem."



The right to vote
is not unlimited
By Jim DeRogatis

A poll worker in Hoboken s
Third Ward cast two ballots in
each of the last three elections,
Hudson County Prosecutor
Paul DePascale said yesterday.

Antoinette Calabrese. 52, a
pollworker in the ward's third
district, has been charged with
six counts of voting violations.

She voted twice in the
April school board election.
May City Council election, and
June runoff, using her married
name in the morning and her
maiden name in the afternoon.
DePascale said.

Calabrese was arrested
Monday afternoon and re-
leased on $5,000 bail. She is a
lifelong Hoboken resident and
an assistant manager at the
ShopRite supermarket in
Hoboken.

If convicted. Calabrese

faces penalties of up to five
years in jail, a $7,500 fine and
the loss of the right to vote.

Salvatore D'Amelio J r . Ca-
labrese's attorney, said he
doesn't believe "a grand jury
indictment is warranted or will
come down. 1 don't believe we
have any problem at all All we
have is an accusation made by
someone, a complaint."

Hudson County Superin-
tendent of Elections Harvey
Btrne said his office received a
telephonne complaint about
Calabrese on June 9. the day of
the runoff between incumbent
Councilman Steve Cappiello
and Frank "Pupie ' Raia. Birne
said his office conducted an
investigation, found out it was
"quite possible" that there was
a double voter and turned the
matter over to DePascale.

According to DePascale,
Calabrese was able to vote

twice because the district's vot-
er registration books contained
signature pages with both her
current name and maiden
name. Rosselli The prosecutor
said Calabrese voted as Ros-
selli for 30 years and voted un-
der her current name after her
1983 marriage.

"For a feason not yet deter-
mined, the old signature pages
were never removed," DePas-
cale said.

On both registrations. Cala-
brese listed a Fifth Street
address.

Birne said that, while his
office was responsible for not
removing the pages, citizens
are prohibited lj>y law from vot-
ing more than once under any
circumstances.

A Democratic committee-
woman, Calabrese served as an

See THE RIGHT - Page 8.
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Continued from
official election challenger in
the same district where she
voted, and Birne said she may
have voted the second time
when other pollworkers were
not watching

Allegations of wrongdoing
at the polls are not unusual in
Hoboken.

An Hispanic group has
charged that a memo circulat-
ed in the housing projects in
the Fourth Ward intimidated
minority voters, but Hudson
County officials said yesterday

that they were unable to trace
the memo's source a.id consid-
er the matter closed

Meanwhile, the Third Ward
City Council contest is still un-
decided. Hudson County Supe-
rior Court Judge Dorothea O'C.
Wefing overturned the results
of the runoff last week because
she said a number of illegally
registered voters tainted the
May 12 election

Anthony Husso trailed only
nine votes behind Raia in that
contest, and a new runoff will
be held between Cappiello and

Russo on Sept. 15 Birne said
Calabrese's alleged voting vio-
lations and the problems that
led to the overturning of the
June 9 runoff were not
connected

He noted that a Raia cam-
paign worker had taken the il-
legal registrations while "I was
led to believe that (Calabrese)
supported Cappiello."

Cappiello could not be
reached for comment.

Birne said his office is not
conducting any further investi-
gation into the Third Ward

election. "I think this is an iso-
lated case," he said

it 's pretty rare that people
would vote twice, if it is in fact
true."

However, spurces said oth-
er indictments may be forth-
coming in connection with Ihc
illegal registrations Wefing
would have bee« required to
turn over any evidence of
wrongdoing at the polls uncov
ered during last week's trial to
the state Attorney General's of-
fice for possible criminal
prosecution.

Judge calls new
en runoff

By JOHN ROFE
Stalf Writer

A judge has thrown out the
results of a Hoboken City Council
primary election and ordered a
now runoff, the first such court
order in Hudson County history.

The decision came yesterday
after Judge Odrothea O'C. Wefing
of Superior Court in Jersey City
subtracted 27 votes from developer
Frank "Pupi" Raia's totals in the

3/
May 12 race in the 3rd Ward,
dropping him into third place be-
hind Anthony J. Russo.

Russo, a school teacher, will
now face former Mayor Steve Cap-
piello in the runoff. Cappiello, the
incumbent councilman, finished
first in the primary and later
defeated Raia in the runoff.

Raia's attorney, Paul Wirther
of Newark, who had asked for a
new election including all three
candidates, said he is not likely to

appeal the ruling.
C a l l i n g the r u l i n g un-

precedented, an official for the
county Board of Elections last
night said no date had been set for
the Cappiello Russo runoff.

"Justice prevailed," Russo said,
"for myself, my family, and espe-
cially the voters of the 3rd Ward."

Earlier, justice appeared far
from the minds of the candidates,
who instead leveled allegations of
wrongdoing and moral depravity

during repeated breaks in the
hearing.

The mudslinging reached a
peak just before lunch, when
Russo's ,father-in-law, Pasquale
DeStefattO, Halted Raia, Cappiello
and Salvatore D'A/nt'lio, Cap-
piello's attorney,.huddling in the
back of the courtroom. He snapped
their picture with ai> lnstamatic.

"Now isn't that a picture of

Please'see RUNOFF Page 10
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conspiracy?" Russo's attorney,
John M. Carbone said, pointing at
the trio as residents waiting to
testify watched.

"Mistrial, mistrial," Cappiello
shouted back. Three court officers
surrounded DeStefano, a Hoboken
firefighter for 33 years, and con-
fiscated the camera.

Before she began the afternoon
session, Wefing returned the cam-
era and said she would keep the
film, which DePasquale said also
contained photos of a cousin's wed-
ding, until the challenge is over
The film had not been returned as
of last night.

Russo has charged throughout
the monthlong hearing that Raia
is and has been a Cappiello opera-
tive and ran in the 3rd Ward
election because Cappiello thought
Raia would siphon votes from
Russo. Cappiello and Raia both
have said they barely knew each
other before Russo brought them
together in court.

Adding to the circus at-
mosphere was a confusion among
more than 30 residents who were
asked yesterday in court to reveal
who they voted for. After ruling

three weeks ago that 44 votes cast
in the primary were invalid be-
cause of flaws in the registration
forms, Wefing closed the
courtroom Monday to everyone but
the voters and the attorneys for
the candidates, and began excising
the votes from the totals in the
primary.

But Wefing stopped the pro-
ceedings after eight witnesses tes-
tified, charging they had been
coached by one or more of the
candidates or had spoken among
themselves in violation of a court
order.

"We don't know what to expect
today," Michael Olin, of 450 Sev-
enth St., said as he waited to
testify. He said a subpoena he
received last week did not say
what he would be asked or indicate
that he was not permitted to talk
about his testimony to other wit-
nesses or the candidates.

When they took the stand yes-
terday, they were told to write
their vote on a piece of paper and
seal it in an envelope that only
Wefing would open. Only Olin and
two others protested the request,
saying their votes had been in-

validated through no fault of their
own and were being discounted
despite their belief that there was
nothing wrong with their regis-
tration. None of the 29 residents
who testified refused to disclose
how they voted.

Wefing was expected to hear a
total of 44 witnesses. But prior to
the lunch break, she ruled that
three of the registrations were
actually valid and did not require
those residents to testify, and that
six others had not voted in the
election. Carbone, Russo's at-
torney, said the remaining resi-
dents had avoided subpoena.

In her ruling, Wefing said she
would not order a new primary,
because the testimony of the 29
residents allowed the court "to
determine with reasonable cer-
tainty the effect of the improper
votes on the results of the elec-
tion."

"It would be an unwarranted
burden on the public to set aside
the entire May 12 election and
require that it be rerun," she said.

Wirther, Raia's attorney, had
argued that a new primary involv-
ing all three candidates was the
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FEAST OF SAINT ANNA — Members of the parish of
Saint Anna in Hoboken honor the mother of the Virgin
Mary in an annual feast that was distinguished in years
past by the presence of President Ronald Reagan. Arch-
bishop Thwpdore McCarrick, right center, attended the
feast this year, where he is greeted by a parishioner. The
feast generates great emotional response in a way not
limited by generations, as the photo above shows. It is
women who traditionally carry the statue in the proces-
sion through the streets, right below. And in the end, when
all the emotion and exhilaration are over, someone has to
clean up. In this case, our photographer caught Nick

Goldsack of the committee hard at work, above.

only way to ensure that those
voters who were disqualified
without doing anything wrong
could vote for the candidate of
their choice.

D'Amelio, Cappiello's attorney,
paid that Cappiello should be de-
clared the winner outright because
he had won overwhelmingly in
both the primary and the original
runoff June 9.

Richard Cullen, a Board of Elec-
tions clerk for more than 15 years,
said a court never had ordered a
new election in the county.

Carbone, who said he has spe-
cialized in election law for more
than 13 years and has been in-
volved in three of the five election
cases decided in the New Jersey
courts in the last 30 years, said a
1967 Hoboken election was rerun
after the three candidates in the
race agreed to stop a court
challenge and hold a new election.

Cappiello, who was the 3rd
Ward councilman at the time, said
he could not remember the race.

Cappiello has been serving as a
holdover councilman and will con-
tinue to do so until the new runoff,
D'Amelio said.

New vote
ordered in
3rd Ward

Hoboken ordered to rerun election
Continued from Page t
ber municipal body. The new
election must be scheduled
within 40 to t}() days, according
to Hudson County Elections Su-
perintendent Harvey L. Birne.

Early in the hearings. Raia
campaign worker Michael
Holmes stipulated that he
falsely witnessed the registra-
tions of 77 voters.

Although all 77 were legal
residents of the ward and enti-

tled to vote. Holmes made their
registrations illegal by signing
their cards as a witness while
not in their presence.

Forty-four of the illegally
registered voters went to the
polls.

Wefing came to her deci-
sion after two days of secret
hearings and testimony.

The jud^e ordered the first
eight illegally registered voters
to tell her behind closed doors

whom they chose May 12. Law-
yers for each of the three candi-
dates, sheriff's officers, the
state deputy attorney general
in the case and the court ste-
nographer all learned whom
those voters chose.

Reaction to the procedure
was so angry and strong that
Wefing changed the procedure
for the second day of testimony
this week.

The remaining witnesses
were asked in open court to
write their election day choice
on a piece of paper and put the
note into an envelope and seal

it- u
"It was much more unob-

trusive," said one formerly hos-
tile witness.

Earlier in the week, other
witnesses objected to revealing

their votes in front of so many
people and said they felt their
constitutional right to a secret
ballot was being violated.

Witnesses who identified
themselves as executives in
public relations companies
and banks said they also re-
sented being summoned from
their high-paying jobs.

Wefing and the lawyers as-
sured the witnesses several
times that no one was accusing
them of any wrongdoing.

Several voters have moved
out of the ward and com-
plained that the new vote will
render their previous ballots
worthless.

"I 've been disenfran-
chised," one voter said, "and
my vote has been flushed down
the toilet."

By Laurie Kalmanson

A new election to choose
the Hoboken Third Ward coun-
cilman is "the only possible
way" to serve justice, a state
Superior Court judge ruled
yesterday.

The election will be be-
tween incumbent Councilman
Steve Cappiello and Anthony
Russo, who finished third in
the May 12 election.

Superior Court Judge
Dorothea O'C. Wefing threw out
the results of the Third Ward
race because she found that 44
illegally registered voters had
affected the outcome of the
contest.

Although post-election
contests are traditional in Hud-
son County, few local experts
could recall another instance
where a judge has demanded
voters to reveal their choices
and ordered a new vote.

"I've never seen anything
like it," veteran Board of Elec-
tions clerk Richard Cullen
said. ,, - _

"It's extraordinary, for-
mer Jersey City Mayor Thomas
F.X. Smith said.

The results were success-

fully challenged in court by
candidate Russo, who missed a
spot on the June 9 runoff ballot
by nine votes.

"Justice has prevailed for
me, my family, the people of
Hoboken, and maybe even the
county." Russo, 40, a high
school teacher, said after Wef-
ing ruled in his favor.

"We're very pleased," Rus-
so attorney, John M. Carbone
added.

Judge Wefing found that 44
illegally registered voters had
shifted the election, costing
Russo a spot on the Juno 9
runoff ballot.

Cappiello. 64, finished first
on May 12. with 852 votes. Run-
nerup Frank "Pupie" Raia
scored 594 votes, nine votes
ahead of Russo.

Cappiello defeated real es-
tate developer Raia, 36. in the
June 9 runoff, but has been
barred by court order from tak-
ing a new oath of office because
of the Russo suit.

Cappiello, the three-term
former mayor and four-term
councilman, has been serving .
as a holdover on the nine-mem- *

See HOBOKEN — Page 12.



Hoboken still wrapped up
in elections that won't die

Hoboken elections still will not die
By Jim Ik Rugat

Hoboken's 1987 CitfCoun
cil election will go down in
history as the race that
wouldn't end.

Residents first east ballots
for ward council candidates
three months ago. but the Third
Ward contest ha* still not been
decided and the results of the
Fifth Ward runoff are being
strongly contested

The Third Ward fight will
enter its third round Sept 15
when incumbent Steve Cap-
piello is challenged in his bid
for a new term by Anthony Rus-
so. The rerun of the runoff was
ordered last week when a state
Superior Court judge over-
turned the June 9 runoff be-
cause the May 12 general elec-
tion was tainted by a number of

illegally registered voters
Meanwhile. Fifth Ward candi-
date Helen M • she
Mill pursue \>> ,OT a
new election in the state Court
of Appeals Incumbent E. Nor-
man Wilson defeated Manogue
in a June 9 runoff by only one
vote, and the court upheld the
results last week despi te
charges by Manogue and her
attorney of improprieties at the
polls.

Wrhile post-election court
challenges are not uncommon
in politically turbulent Hudson
County, many observers said
the two Hoboken ward elec-
tions stand among the most un-
usual in recent history.

"Only in Hoboken do things
like this happen," said Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti, 59 He called
the recent elections "the most

in memory
Other long-time poll watchers
said the • 1 battles
were riva, the 1965
Hoboken mavoi j | race, when
the courts overturned a close
election between Edward Bar-
one and Louis DePascale. The
two finished within 14 votes of
each other on the first ballot,
but the court ordered a runoff
and DePascale soundly defeat-
ed his opponent.

This year, voters in each f
the city's six wards went to the
polls three months ago to
choose a council representa-
tive. Three two-man races re-
sulted in victories May 12 for
Councilmen Thomas Newman
in the First Ward, Joseph Delia
Fave in the Second Ward and
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David Roberts in the sixm
Ward.

Several candidate were
competing in the thret remain-
ing wards, and no tingle candi-
date finished w llh more than 50
percent of the vote. As raandat
ed by state law, runoffs were
held June 9 between the top
vote-getters: Cappiello and
Frank "Pupie" Kaia in the
Third Ward, Edwin Duroy and
Florence Amato in the Fourth
and Wilson and Manogue in the
Fifth

The Fourth Ward race end
ed in a nearly 2-to-l win by
Duroy, but the other races were
not as clear-cut.

Raia edged out Anthony
Russo for a spot on the Third
Ward ballot by only nine votes
May 12, and Russo filed a court
challenge almost immediately
The June 9 runoff went on de-

-pite the court case, and Cap-
piello defeated Raia

But Hudson County Superi-
or Court Judge Dorothea O'C
Wefing ruled Wednesday that
the May 12 results were tainted
by 44 voters who had been ille-
gally registered by a Raia cam
patgn worker. Although the vot-
ers are residents of the county
entitled to vote, the worker had
made their registrations illegal
by signing their registration
cards as a witness while not in
their presence

Atler asking the voters to
reveal thei r election day
choices on paper ballots in
court, Wefing decided they had
affected the outcome of the
May 12 election She over-
turned the Cappiello Raia run-
off and ordered a new election
between Cappiello and Russo.

Russo is a teacher at Hobo-
ken High School and long-time

Wilson's one vote was enouq
By Jim DeRogatis

It came down to one vote,
but that was enough to uphold
incumbent E. Norman Wilson's
re-election to HoV>ken's Fifth
Ward City Council seat.

Superior Court Judge
Dorothea O'C. Wefing yester-
day upheld the results of the
lune 9 runoff between Wilson
and Helen Manogue. Wilson
finished with 733 votes to Man-
ogue's 732.

Manogue and her attorney,
Gerald Krovatin, were attempt-
ing to overturn the results in
court and secure a new elec-

Court upholds 733-732 5th Ward win
tion. Wefing ordered Wednes-
day that a new runoff be held
between Councilman Steve
Cappiello and challenger An-
thony Russo in Hoboken's
Third Ward. The issues in the
two court fights were different.

Wefing rejected Krovatin's
arguments that several legal
voters were turned away at
Fifth Ward p 11s. She also de-
nied the attorney's request to
count five absentee ballots that

had been rejected by the coun-
ty Board of Elections.

Three witnesses testified
during the two-day trial that
they were denied their right to
vote in Hoboken Ellen Towey
Kendall testified that she had
twice registered to vote but
poll Wtorkers could not find her
registration, and Raymond Gi-
lyard said he was turned away
from a polling place across the
street from his home without

being informed that he should
have voted at another location.

Kenneth Schept testified
Tuesday that he arrived at the
Klks ciub to vote at 7 am.,
when the polls are supposed to
legally open, but had to leave
for work after 10 minutes with-
out voting. Poll workers testi-
fied that they were unable to
open the voting machines at
the Elks Club until 7:20 be-
cause the site had been locked

when they arrived "These
three voters or any one of them
could have made the differ-
ence in this one-vote race."
Krovatin said.

But Wefing said each of the
three voters had "made a
choice not to vote." She said
the three could have taken fur-
ther steps to secure their right
to vote, such as contacting the
city clerk or county Board of
Elections, or, in Sehepts case,

waiting 10 more minutes until
the polls opened.

The judge also rejected
Krovatin's argument that poll
workers at the Elks Club were
guilty of misconduct because
they had not opened the polls
on time.

Both James Flynn. Wilsons
attorney, and Deputy State At-
torney General Donna Kelley-
Boccher, representing the
Board of Elections, argued
aRainst counting the five ab-
sentee ballots because the vot-
ers had not checked their
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political activist who has run
unsuccessfully for the council
four times. Cappiello. 64. a
three-term mayor who was de
feated by Vezzetti in 1985. has
maintained a political strong-
hold in the Third Ward for sev-
eral decades

City Clerk James Farina
will draw ballot positions for
the two candidates Thursday
He estimated that the new elec-
tion will cost $10,000 to $15 000.
which will be funded by an
emergency appropriation

While Wefing granted the
request for a new election in
the Third Ward, she opposed
all of Manogues arguments for
a new election in the Fifth
Ward Attorneys said that, al-
tough the rulings were differ-
ent. Wefing adhered to a strict
"by-the-books" interpretation
of election laws in both cases.

Wilson defeated Manogue
June 9 on the strength of absen-
tee ballots with 733 votes to the
challenger's 732. Manogue de-
feated Wilson by eight votes on
the voting machines.

Five absentee ballots were
opened but not counted by the
county Board of Elections be-
cause the voters had not
checked their choice in the
square but simply put a check
below the candidate's name, If
the votes had been counted,
Manogue and Wilson would
have been tied for the council
seat, and Farina would have
been required by law to decide
the winner with a coin toss.

Wefing rejected Manogues
request to count the votes.

Manogues attorney, <ierald
Krovatin, did not press the
judge to count a sixth absentee
ballot, which was never opened
because it had been improper
ly marked on the outside of the
envelope

The judge rejected Krova-
tin's argument that the jx>il> at
the Elks Club had opened 20
minutes late, depriving some
voters of a chance to vote Wef-
ing also criticized three voters
who testified that they had var-
ious problems at polling places
and were barred from voting,
saying they could have made an
extra effort to secure their
right by contacting the city
clerk or the county

Manogue said she will ap-
peal today Wefing placed a re-
straining order blocking Wil-
son from being sworn in before
this afternoon, and Manogue is
expected to request an exten-
sion of that order pending her
appeal.

"We're not talking about an
ordinary election here, we're
talking about one vote," said
Manogue, a 55-year-old banker
who ran with Vezzetti's back-
ing. "I feel I owe i( to the 732
people who voted for me to do
what I can."

Wilson, 48, a political inde-
pendent who frequently sides
against the administration, has
said the Fifth Ward race
"shows that no one should ever
take an election for granted." a.
motto Hoboken politicians may
remember a long time after the
1987 council elections are fi-
nally decided.

i

s

Election
probe hits
dead end
By Laurie Kalmansoti

The Hudson County super-
intendent of elections and the
prosecutor have been unable
to trace the source of a memo
warning Hoboken public hous-
ing residents that they could be
kicked out of their apartments
if they vote without their
names being on their leases.

In English and Spanish, the
photocopied notice signed by
an unknown group called Citi-
zens Concerned For Clean
Election read:

"WARNING: YOU CAN
GO TO JAIL IF YOU VOTE
AT AN ADDRESS WHF.RE
YOU DO NOT LIVE. IT IS
VOTER FRAUD.

WARNING. IF YOUR
NAME IS NOT ON THE
LEASE AND YOU ARE REG-
ISTERED TO VOTE THERE,
YOU MAY BE IN BIG TROU-
BLE WITH THE HOUSING
AUTHORITY.

ALL WILL BE
INVESTIGATED."

Both Superintendent Har-
vey Birne and Prosecutor Paul
M.DePascale have informed
the Puerto Rican Legal De-
fense Fund, which requested
the investigation into what it
considered voter intimidation,
that they consider the matter
closed.

A day before the June 9
runoff in the Fourth Ward City
Council race, hundreds of the
notices were sent to public
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Election
probe hits
dead end
Continued from I'uge 1
housing tenants, according to
the PRLDF.

"It's dirty, but it's not crim-
inal," Birne said yesterday.
"Show me the crime."

PRLDF attorney Juan Car-
tagena said the mailing was an
attempt to intimidate the most-
ly minority residents of the
public housing projects into
staying home on election day.

"II someone is living with
their relatives, their name may
not be on the lease, but it is
their residence and they are
entitled to vote," Cartagena
said.

In a letter dated June 16.
Birne wrote to Cartagena that
candidate Flo Amato denied
authorship and distribution of
the notice.

"Since the mailing is un-
signed and does not say who
paid for it," Birne said yester-
day, "what can we do?"

DePaseale declined any
further investigation of the
complaint, saying in a June 30
letter to Birne that authority
for initiating an election inves-
tigation rests with the
superintendent..

Edwin Duroy earned the
Fourth Ward on election day
with 1.317 votes to Amato's 788
votes. Duroy was the first His-
panic elected to the Hpboken
council.

Cartagena also submitted
an additional unsigned flyer
distributed in the ward to
Birne and Depascale, but no
action was taken on that either.

The second flyer is de-
scribed by Cartagena as "a plea
to the biased sentiments of
Ward 4 voters '

It carries Flo Amato's
name at the bottom, and says in
part:

•AS YOU KNOW ON
JUNE 9th. I WILL BE RUN-
NING IN A RUNOFF WITH
A HISPANIC OPPONENT.
MY OPPONENT'S WORK-
ERS ARE IN THE STREETS
SAYINCi THIS IS THEIR
WARD. IT IS NOT."

Birne said Amato also de-
nies authorship of that flyer.

Wilson's one vote was enough
Continued from Page 1
choice in the square as re-
quired by law but simply put a
mark below the candidate's
name. Krovatin argued that the
court should have honored the
"intention of the voters."

The ballots contained
three votes for Manogue and
two votes for Wilson. If they
had been counted, the eiectio I
would have resulted in a tie
and City Clerk James Farina
would have had to decide the
contest with a coin-toss, as stip-
ulated in state election laws.

Wi'son has continued serv-
ing as councilman although he
was restrained from taking a
/ A i t r • •• •

Stevens head
opposed by Dem
By RENEE M. LYNCH
Staff Writer

President Reagan's nomination
of Stevens Tech President Ken-
neth C. Rogers to the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission has come
under fire by a Massachusetts con-
gressman.

Democratic Rep. Nicholas
Mavroules has introduced a bill to
bar the appointment of utility ex
ecutives to the NRC. He said his
proposed legislation is in response
to the nomination of Rogers, a
member of the Board of Directors
of PSE&G in New Jersey as well as
head of Stevens Tech in Hoboken.

Mavroules represents munici-
palities near the Seabrook, N.H.,
nuclear power plant and blasted
Rogers' nomination as part of a
disturbing pattern formed by the
commission of being soft on utili-
ties at the expense of public safety
issues.

"With each new appointment,
the NRC is becoming les attuned
to concerns about public health
and safety, and more supportive of
quick licensing to protect utility's
investments," Mavroules said in a
letter explaining his bill, in-
troduced last week.

Rogers was the Reagan Admin-
istration's third NRC nomination
and is considered the utility in-
dustry's top choice. Mavroules aide
Charles Brown said. If confirmed,
he will replace James Asselstine,

who is considered the industry's
toughest critic on the panel, the
spokesman said.

Brown said, "When you have
someone like Rogers, you're going
to have a bias on the commission
toward the industry."

The Mavroules bill would pre-
vent any former NRC com-
missioner from taking a position
with any utility for two years after
leaving the federal agency.

"It is not appropriate to have a
former commissioner at a utility
subject to licensing," Brown said.
"It gives him an influence that you
have to be cautious of because a
former commissioner would still
have close ties to his former col-
leagues, he said.

Rogers could not be reached for
comment. Neither could his public
relations firm,.The Marcus Group.

At his Senate confirmation
hearing July 9, Rogers denied he is
"a member of the herd." He said
serving as a company director is
part of the tradition of Stevens
Tech presidents, adding that he
has tried to bring an "outsider's
point of view" to corporate de-
cisions.

It is doubtful the Mavroules bill
could block Rogers' appointment
since Senate confirmation is ex-
pected soon. The Senate Environ-
ment and Public Works Commit-
tee is expected to approve the
nomination, possibly tomorrow.

new oath of office pending the
outcome of the trial. Wefing
granted a request from Krova-
tin restraining Wilson from be-
ing sworn in before Monday in
case Manogue decides to file
an appeal.

Manogue accepted the loss
quietly and congratulated Wil-
son. She said she will consider
filing an appeal.

Wilson, a two-term council-
man who is considered to be
anti-administration, was em-
braced by a number of rela-
tives and supporters after Wef-
ing read her decision.

"This just shows that no
one should ever take an elec-
tion for granted or think that
their vote won't count," Wilson
said.

Meanwhile, Farina said he
will meet with Law Director
Wlliam Graves and attorneys
for Cappiello and Russo today,
to fix a date for a new Third
Ward runoff. Wefing over-
turned the June 9 runoff be-
tween Cappiello and Frank
Raia. She ruled that a Raia
worker illegally registered 44
voters and their ballots affect-
ed the outcome of the May 12
election. ••

Russo missed a spot on the
runoff ballot because he
trailed Raia by nine votes. Al-
though post-election chal-
lenges are common in Hudson
County, political observers
were surprised by Wefing's rul-
ing and could not recall the last
time a judge ordered a new
election.

Hoboken attacks P.A.
on 'pretense' in court
By Laurie Kalmanson

The Hoboken city attorney
charged yesterday that the Port
Authority of New York and
New Jersey is trying to "pre-
tend to the court" that it has
fulfilled contractual obliga-
tions to the city.

In a five-page letter to the
judge presiding over a bitter
$9.4 million dispute between
Hoboken and the bi-state agen-
cy, city attorney William E.
Graves staked out two new le-
gal positions for the city:

• The P.A's plan for a $600
million mixed-use develop-
ment of city piers goes against a
1952 contract it has to operate a
marine terminal on the piers.

• Private discussions be-
tween the P.A. and city officials
during the administration of
Mayor Steve Cappiello do not
bind the current administra-
tion of Mayor Thomas Vezzetti
to do anything.

i./ - rioboken and the P.A. are
battling over $7.4 million in in-
surance money the P.A. re-
ceived from Lloyd's of London
after a 1980 tire destroyed Pier
B and $2.1 million in interest.

P.A. officials have contend-
ed they kept the money be-
cause it was to be used toward
the waterfront development.

"The Port was not acting
pursuant to the 1952 lease in
submitting this development
plan and should not pretend to
the court that it was," Graves

'wrote.
Similar arguments have

been made by the taxpayer
group represented by attorney
Richard Seltzer. "The Port Au-
thority should stick to bridges,
roads and tunnel," Seltzer has
said.

A group of taxpayers has
filed suit against the P.A.
claiming that because the P.A.
failed to rebuild Pier B within
two years after receiving the

insurance money, the agency
must pay the $9.4 million in
cash The Vezzetti administra-
tion and the P.A. reached a
settlement over the money, but
the Hoboken City Council re-
jected it.

Responding to two key P.A.
arguments filed in court pa-
pers June 29. Graves' letter to
Superior Court Assignment
Judge Burrell Ives Humphreys
accuses the agency of using
self-serving legal logic.

In the June 29 papers, the
P.A. said it failed to rebuild
Pier B because Hoboken hasn't
approved its development
plan.

The agency also submitted
affidavits alleging that officials
in the Cappiello administra-
tion had ceded the settlement
to the PA.

"It is not the city's posi
tion," Graves wrote, "that the

n tax rate dips
By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-The Hudson
County Board of Taxation made it
official yesterday: The city's new-
tax rate is lower than last year's.

Because of $3 million that the
city won from the Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey in an
insurance settlement last month,
the new rate is $210.76 per $1,000
of assessed valuation, down from
last year's rate of $216.50, accord-

ing to county Tax Administrator
Stanley P. Kosakowski.

But the new rate was struck
assuming that the Board of Educa-
tion's budget will be $3 million
less than the board has requested.
The City Council has ordered the
board to cut $3 million from its
proposed budget, but the board
steadfastly has refused.

State education officials have
been asked to settle the dispute,
and if any part of the board's
request is subtracted from the

city's budget, the difference would
be paid in the following year's
budget.

"Once the tax rate is struck,
anything left over is put in the
next year's budget, which is an
awful situation." mayoral aide
Laurie Fabiano said.

Fabiano said the city would be
"devastated" if the $3 million
were restored to the board. She
said she expected that the state
will restore some, but not all, of
that figure.

Hoboken attacks P A V p
litfrai/s it coContinued from Page 1

members of its council did in
fact reach any agreement with
members of the Port Authority
concerning the use of the insur-
ance proceeds."

Graves conceded that mem-
bers of the Cappiello adminis-
tration may have privately dis-
cussed turning the disputed
cash over to the PA., but said
private discussions do not obli-
gate a municipality to a policy.

Hoboken is furthermore
"under no obligation" to con-
sider the P.A.'s development
plan because it violates the
agency's contractual obligation
to operate a marine facility.
Graves wrote. "The plan sub-
mitted by the Port Authority is
entirely outside the scope of
activities permitted" the agen-
cy, Graves said.

The P.A. gained control of
Piers A, B and C through a 1952

lease and maintains It roorfols
the land until 2002. The Atas
however, stipulated that the
PA. maintain a marine termi-
nal on the piers, something it
hasn't done. "If the Port con-
tends that the marine terminal
lease is what it wants, why did
it submit plans having nothing
to do with the use specified in
the lease?" wrote Graves.

The P.A. development plan
proposes housing, stores, office
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etense'
£pa*ce, a hotel and a manna lor
Hoboken's southern water-
front. Negotiations over the in-
surance funds broke off last
month, and the parties are ex-
pected to face off again in court
by the end of July.

Negotiations over develop-
ment broke off when Vezzetti's
Waterfront Advisory Commit-
tee made public the fact that
the city never received any of
the insurance funds.
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By Anthony Baldo

The Hudson County Board
of Taxation yesterday reduced
Hoboken s tax rate to $210 76
per $1,000 assessed valuation
for 15*87 and increased East
Newark's rate to $37.27

The 1987 Hoboken rate is
$5 74. or 2.6 percent, lower than
the city's 1986 rate of $216 50.

The 1987 East Newark rate,
meanwhile, is $8.12. or 27 8 per-
cent, higher than the munici-
pality's 1986 rate of $29 15

But Hoboken residents
shouldn't get too comfortable
about their rate, because a few
non-recurring items, such as
the Port Authority's settlement
with the city regarding the Pier
B fire, saved taxpayers from
having to pay an increase.

1987 Tax rates
East Newark
Hoboken

IWftrteMWerale'S
$37.27 $29.15

$210-76 $216.50
4&12
-574

4 27 85
-265

8133
U36

Per $1,000 assessed valuation
1 Huctton County Board of Taxation

"This is a one-time deal,"
said Stanley Kosakowski. the
county tax administrator. '"You
can't anticipate this again be-
cause there are no more Pier
Bs."

East Newark residents, too,
were spared from having to pay
more in 1987 property taxes by

a plan to float bonds to repay
Harrison for high school costs

East Newark owes Harri-
son $263,000 for high school
education costs. The city has
decided to float bonds to raise
the money to pay Harrison.
East Newark will then pay off
the bonds over a five-year peri-

od. A closer look at the Hobo-
ken and East Newark situation
shows that taxpayers could
have been in for a rougher
time

e()f the $210 76 Hoboken
rate, $8326 is for the school
budget, $70 28 is for municipal
purposes, $4933 is for county
taxes, $5 17 is for the county Vo-
Tech school, and $2 72 is for the
repayment of debt

According te> Kosakowski.
Hoboken puked up $3 million
through a settlement with the
Port Authority involving the in-
surance payoff for the Pier B
fire The city also received
$342,000 in Municipal Public-
Safety Act funds and $90,000 in
lieu-of-tax payments from Gro-
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ged in f
By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-A fire in the rec-
tory of St. Joseph's Roman Catho-
lic Church interrupted the 10
o'clock Mass yesterday morning,
•ending parishioners into the
streets and leaving as many as six
of the church's leaders without a
home. No injuries were reported.

The three-alarm blaze started
in the basement of the n-<
adjoining the church at 61 M<
St., according to Deputy Chief Ray
Sheehan He called the fire dam-
age to the basement extensive and
said the first floor was damaged
moderately.

The cauer of the fire remained
undetermined late yesterday.

Petra Santos, who had been
working at the church bazaar out
side the rectory, was one of the
first to notice the fire and call for
help.

"1 smelled something burning,
she said 'Then I saw the smoke.
All of the basement was on fire."

Leo Medina, a parishioner at St.
Joseph's since 1960, was in "the
Vitchen." a small addfcton built
alongside the rectory, wben he
first saw the blaze. *

"I saw the flames shoot out of
the windows," he said He then
called the Fire Department

The pastor of the church, the

Rev. Justin A. Biase, was the only
person in the rectory at the time.
He said he smelled smoke and left
tl • >ry building to tell the
t >n to get out.

Tht Kev Andrea Sjoletich, an
associate pastor, was saying Mass
when Biase came in.

"1 was smelling a little bit of
smoke before, " said Gabriel
Guzman, a 10-year-old who was in
the congregation preparing to re-
ceive communion. "But nobody
said anything."

Biase then walked to the altar
and told everyone to leave, and to
remain calm and orderly.

After the firefighters arrived,
most of the congregation remained

outside, w atching puddles of water
form around the tablet that were
set up outside the rectory for the
bazaar. The tables were laden with
toys, dishes, books and clothing
that parishioners had donated to
help raise funds to build a new
chapel.

Several congregation member*
approached Biase, offering lodging
until the rectory can be repaired.
Biase thanked them, smiling and
making small jests as he surveyed
the damage.

"I have to laugh so 1 don't cry,"*
he said.

"We will work very hard to fix
Please see FIRE Page 8

Hoboken tax rate down, E. Newa rk up
Continued from Page 1
gan Marineview Plaza. Before
tax revenues, these non-recur-
ring items raised $18,992,000
for Hoboken, up from the
$17231,000 derived from such
sources last year.

As a result, Kosakowski
said, the city only has to raise
$8,342,930 in taxes for munici-
pal purposes. Without those
non-tax sources, the city would
have had to have raised more
than $11 million through taxes.
he said

In fact, without the Port
Authority settlement and other
non-tax monies, Hoboken's
1987 rate would have risen
from $216.50 to $236.03. Kosa-
kowski said.

But good fortune may not
repeat itself next year, because
Hoboken residents may have to
pay more taxes to cover school
debt costs, he said.

The Hoboken City Council
wants the Hoboken Board of
Education to cut $3 million
from its budget. The board has
protested, and the matter is
now before the state Commis-
sioner of Education.

"It's probably unlikely that
there will be a final decision
until November," Kosakowski
said.

"And the county tax board
can't wait until November to
strike the rate."

So the county tax board
struck the 1987 rate based on

the $9,884,443.25 the Hoboken
City Council wants to raise
through taxation and not the
$11,384,443 the Hoboken Board
of Education wants.

If the board of education
wins its case, then it will likely
borrow money through tax an-
ticipation notes to raise the ad-
ditional $3 million. Kosakowski
said

The county tax board
would then adjust the Hoboken
rate to raise $1.5 million next
year and the year after to cover
the taxes needed to pay off the
notes, he added.

If such a $1.5 million ad-
justment was made today.
$12 64 would be added to the
Hoboken rate, he said.

• Of East Newark's $37.27
rate, $15 16 is for the school
budget, $10 79 is for county tax-
es. $10.34 is for municipal pur-
poses, and 98 cents is for the
county Vo-Tech school.

East Newark was helped by
$180,000 in non-tax revenues
derived from a Supplemental
Safe Neighborhoods grant.

If the city had to raise that
amount in taxes, Kosakowski
continued, another $4.47 would
have been added to the 1987
rate.

Also, if East Newark had to
raise taxes to pay the $263,000
debt it owes to Harrison, anoth-
er $6 55 would have been add-
ed to city's 1987 rate, Kosa-
kowski said.

Judge decides aqainst towers
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A state Superior Court
judge yesterday overturned
variances granted last year by
the Hoboken Board of Adjust-
ment to the developers of the
controversial $25 mill ion Presi-
dential Towers project.

Maurice Gallipoli, sitting
in Jersey City, strongly criti-
cized the board of adjustment's
procedure in granting the-vari-

ances. at times calling the pro-
cess "a circus," "a nightmare,"
and "bizarre."

The reversal ends a two-
year battle between the devel-
oper, Anawim Investment and
Development Corporation of
Jersey City, neighborhood ac-
tivists who opposed the project
and the board of adjustment.

The suit was filed against
the board and Anawim by
neighborhood activists last

summer after the board grant-
ed variances to allow construc-
tion of twin 16-story condomini-
um towers in the southwestern
region of Hoboken.

Ron Hine, the lead plain-
tiff, alleged the project was in-
consistent with municipal zon-
ing laws, the board failed to
provide proper notice of the
final project hearing, and the

See JUDGE - Page 8.piuieuui c in gi anting uic-vaii- iicigiiuuuiuuu a i i i v i n i ioai o«^ «w«*u — m mr,* ™.

Judge rules against Hoboken towers
Continued from Page 1
former municipal law director,
Salvatoro D'Amelio Jr., a part-
ner in the project, interferred
with the board.

But Gallipoli, who said ho
spent six-hours reading tran-
scripts of the often raucus
board of adjustment proceed-
ings, based his ruling solely on
the board's procedure. He
called the transcripts "unbe-
lievable," saying "you almost
need a box score to keep track
of all this."

He said that in each of the
five transcripts "you could turn
to any page and the speaker is
not identified, nor can you tell
who was voting for what." On
several occasions he ques-
tioned whether the board even
knew what it was voting on.

"This is a nightmare which
cries out for a reversal of the
decision by the board," Gallip-
oli said.

He critiqued the six board
of adjustment meetings on the
project, eac of which he said

contained procedural flaws.
"I am not suggesting or im-

plying that you did anything
wrong in regard to the applica-
tion or Mr D'Amelio," he told
the Rev. Francis Schiller, an
attorney who the principal of
Anawim. "I'm not passing a de-
cision on the merits of the pro-
ject, but I am very critical of
the procedure from start to
finish.

"If things are not done the
way they are supposed to I will
send it back because this is a
tremendous waste of time and
effort,,' he said.

"The people who are going
to suffer are us," Schiller re-
sponded, i t was my under-
standing that that's the way the
zoning board did things in
Hoboken."

Gallipoli said he was man-
dated to reverse the board
granting of the variance due to
the "public's perception and
confidence in the board."

Schiller is expected to ei-
ther appeal Gallipolli's ruling

or submit a new application to
the board of adjustment. Schil-
ler was unavailable for com-
ment after the decision

Peter Daghlian, the board
of adjustment's attorney, left
court during a recess and was
not present during the verdict.
He was not available later to
comment on board procedure.

Anawim, whose principal
partners are members of the
Jersey City law firm Schiller,
Vyzars, McGill & Squeo, first
presented the project for site
plan review in June of 1985.
The plans called for two
towers, one 22 stories and the
other 24. Residents who lived
near the site, which is bounded
by Adams, Jefferson, First and
Newark streets, opposed the
plan, claiming it would destroy
the character of their neigh-
borhood. However, after much
contoversy, on June 24, 1986,
the board voted 5-to-2 to grant
variance for a "scaled down"
version of two 16-story towers
and 309 residential units.

That decision climaxed
ayear-long legal battle be-
tween the developers and the
board of adjustment. Anawim
had filed a legal notice claim-
ing that the board's failure to
act on the completed applica-
tion within a 120-day time-
frame constituted statutory
approval.

A Superior Court Judge
ruled the 120-day clock had
stopped months earlier when
the developers agreed to scale
down the project.

Opponents of the project
argued that they were not given
proper advanced notification
of board meeting to register
objections, and that D Amelio's
attempt to block mayor ap-
pointments to the board consti-
tuted a conflict of interest
since the then-Law Director
had a $90,000 interest in the
Presidential Towers project.

The project's site is owned
by D'Amelio's father, Salvatore
Sr.(]who would earn $3.4 mil-
lion on the sale of the land.

HOBOKEN

Exxon pays
its penalty
to schools
Six private institutions
to share $500G award

H O B O K E N - S i x p r i v a t e
schools will be awarded a total of
$600,000 by the Exxon Corp. to
improve the energy efficiency of
their buildings, city officials said.

Exxon was ordered by the feder-
al government to make the awards
and dozens of others throughout
the country as a penalty for illegal-
ly overcharging consumers for
gasoline.

Community Development
Agency officials here said local
public schools did not respond to
requests for applications for the
awards.

The grants are scheduled to be
given out at 11 am. today at City
Hall.

New site
sought
for poll

Hudson County officials and the
Hoboken city clerk are looking for
a new polling place for the 3rd
Ward City Council seat runoff
scheduled for Sept. 15.

County Elections Clerk Richard
Cullen said yesterday that a new
site will be chosen by today to
replace the Elks Club polling place
on Washington Street.

Cullen said the Elks Club
would not be used, to avoid prob-
lems revealed in a recent court
challenge to the original runoff.

Several voters testified in Supe-
rior Court in Jersey City last
month that they were not able to
vote in the May 12 council election
because the poll opened 20
minutes late.

The voters testified during city
school trustee Anthony J. Russo's
successful court challenge. Judge
Dorothea O'C. Wefing ruled July
21 that local developer Frank
"Pupi" Raia qualified for the run-
off with incumbent Steve Cap-
piello by virtue of 29 improperly
cast ballots.

Wefing ordered the votes sub-
tracted from the final totals, pit-
ting Russo in the runoff against
Cappiello, who had defeated Raia
in the original runoff June 9.

Cullen said City Clerk James
Farina was negotiating for "sever-
al sites" to replace the Elks Club.
He said the four remaining 3rd
Ward polling sites would remain
the same. Cullen said the polls
would be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

—John Rofe

City has
landlord
watchdog
Continued from Page 1

landlords, developers and real-
tors, including Help Hoboken
Housing, a local group fighting
the law in federal and state
court. A federal court judge
dismissed a suit charging that
the law was unconstitutional
last November, but HHH is
waiting for a decision on their
motion to rcargue the case.

The group is also attempt-
ing to overturn the law in state
court, charging that it is pre-
empted by existing state laws,
does not conform to state laws
of due process artd violates the
state constitution. Superior
Court Judge Burrell Ives Hum-
phreys is scheduled to hear the
case next Wednesday.

Humphreys refused to
grant an injunction requested
by HHH that would have pro-
hibited the city's enforcing the
law while the court case is
heard. Shah said he will con-
tinue researching complaints
of warehoused apartments and
begin bringing cases before the
municipal court.

The anti-warehousing, of-
fice, on the second floor of City
Hall, is open from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. Monday. Tuesday and
Thursday for landlords wishing
to file vacancy notices or ten-
ants with complaints.Landlords beware: City

now has watchdog on duty Steven
TRENTON (AP"Tr

FIRE
CONTINUID FROM PAGE 1

Firefighters tear beams from the roof of u - J ;ih s Church
rectory on Monroa Street in Hoboken after • fire that broke out
there yesterday morning during a Mass in the adjoining church.

DON MCCOY TMi DISPATCH

the fathers' home." pledged Kiiz
abeth Mendez, a chimb, member
for 27 years. "We work together
here."

A Fire Department spokesman
said the Hudson County Red Cross

was working with the displaced
clergymen to help them get tem-
porary housing. It was not known
yesterday how long it will be
before the two priests and four
brothers who lived in the rectory
can return there.

Zoning fa
may be ome
By Jim DeRogatis

Last week's landmark deci-
sion overturning variances
granted to Hoboken's Presi-
dential Towers condominium
may pave the way for zoning
challenges to other
developments.

State Superior Court Judge
Maurice Gallipoli strongly crit-
icized Hoboken's Zoning Board
of Adjustment last week and
overturned variances granted
by the board last year to the
controversial $25 million con-
dominium project planned for
the city's southwest region.

The judge called the board
a "circus" and said its methods
in granting the variances were
"bizarre." The decision was
hailed as a major victory by
neighborhood activists, who
said residents may be encour-
aged to fight other large devel-
opments approved by the
board.

Mayor Thomas Vezzetti has
been attempting to remake the
zoning board since his election

in 1984 and was successful in
appointing three new members
last year. However, the previ-
ous board, appointed by former
Mayor Steve Cappiello, granted
many variances for large-scale
developments strongly op-
posed by neighborhood
preservationists.

"I think the judge's deci-
sion gives hope to zoning buffs
who may want to challenge
some of the other projects ap-
proved by the former board,"
said Thomas Newman, a vocal
neighborhood preservationist
who served on the board until
he was elected to the City
Council.

"I think other challenges
will be mounted," said Ron
Hine, lead plaintiff in the suit
against Presidential Towers.
"This showed that neighbor-
hood activists can win one
against the developers."

Hine was the leader of a
group of residents opposed to
the Presidential project, and
he prepared much of the brief
for the case.

By Jim DeRogatis

Hoboken has hired a new
anti-warehousing officer to en-
force the controversial housing
ordinance.

Ketan Shah, a 22-year-old
computer science student at
Rutgers University, was hired
last week to enforce the anti-
warehousing law, which pro-
hibits landlords from holding
vacant apartments for pur-
poses of real estate

speculation.
Shah replaced Jodie Man-

sevit who held the office for six
months and compiled evidence
against the first landlords pro-
secuted under the law. Like
Manasevit. Shah is a tenant ac-
tivist who has lobbied for ten-
ants rights and affordable

Manasevit resigned several
weeks ago to take another job.
W Designed as an answer to

^ ' critical lack of JA^

fordable housing," the law re-
quires landlords of buildings
with more than four units to
rent vacant apartments within
60 days or face fines of up to
$500 a day per vacant unit.
Landlords are further required
to register vacant apartments
with the anti-warehousing of-
fice once they have been va-
cant 30 days.

The anti-warehousing law
has been strongly criticized by

or hi-tech center
four engineering research univer-
sities, including Stevens Tech in
Hoboken, are bidding to host a
national hi-tech center in surface
processing, a state commission an-
nounced yesterday.

The $25 million proposal was
submitted to the National Science
Foundation by Princeton Univer-
sity, Rutgers University, the New-
Jersey Institute of Technology and
Stevens Tech. The David Sarnoff
Research Center in West Windsor
also joined in the collaborative

application.
The proposal was sponsored and

coordinated by the New Jersey
Commission on Science and Tech-
nology, said John Crosbie, a com-
mission spokesman.

He said surface technology >s a
burgeoning field of research ex_
pected to feed a broad range ot
industries in the 1990s. Surface
processing involves the tailoring ot
materials and their surfaces at
sub-atomic levels to do everything
from increasing c o r r o s l o n

1 ( T ^ '
sistance to transmitting

Crosbie said.
In a related hi-tech develop-

ment yesterday, a bill that would
put a $50 million bond issue on the
Nov. 3 ballot was introduced in the
state Assembly. The measure still
must be passed by the Legislature
and signed by Gov. Thomas H.
Kean.

If that happens and the bill is
approved by voters, the bond issue
would appropriate $18 million to
support the construction and
equipment costs of surface science
initiatives.



FinafTax rates struck Hoboken rectory
Hoboken down, E. Newark up

By Anthony Katdo /
The Hudson County Board

of Taxation yesterday reduced
Hobokens tax rate to $210 76
per $1,000 assessed valuation
for 1987 and increased East
Newark's rate to $37.27.

The 1987 Hoboken rate is
$5.74, or 2 6 percent, lower than
the city's 1986 rate of $216 50.

The 1987 East Newark rate,
meanwhile, is $8 12. or 27 8 per-
cent, higher than the munici-
pality's 1986 rate of $29 15

But Hoboken residents
shouldn't get too comfortable
about their rate, because a few
non-recurring items, such as
the Port Authority's settlement
w ith the city regarding the Pier
B fire, saved taxpayers from
having to pay an increase.

H-t-17

1987 Tax rates
East Newark
Hoboken

1917 rateMW « * * S
$3727 $2915

$21076 $216.50
•812
-574

+2785
-265

8333
1436

• Per $1,000 assessed valuation
Sooice Hudson County Board of rotation

'This is a one-time deal,"
said Stanley Kosakowski. the
county tax administrator. "You
cant anticipate this again be-
cause there are no more Pier
Bs '

Rast Newark residents, too,
were spared from having to pay
more in 1987 property taxes by

a plan to float bonds to repay
Harrison for high school costs

East Newark owes Harri-
son $263,000 for high school
education costs. The city has
decided to float bonds to raise
the money to pay Harrison.
East Newark will then pay off
the bonds over a five-year peri-

od A closer look at the Hobo-
ken and East Newark situation
shows that taxpayers could
have been in for a rougher
time:

• Of the $210 76 Hoboken
rate, $83 26 is for the school
budget. $70 28 is for municipal
purposes. $4933 is for county
taxes, $5 17 is for the county V o
Tech school, and $2 72 is for the
repayment of debt

According to Kosakowski,
Hoboken picked up $3 million
through a settlement with the
l'ort Authority involving the in-
surance payoff for the Pier B
fire The city also received
$342,000 in Municipal Public
Safety Act funds and $90,000 in
lieu of-tax payments from Gro-

Sw HOBOKKN — Paw 8.

qed in f
By CHRISTOPHER AVI
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-A fire in the re.
tory of St. Joseph's Roman Cath"
lie Church interrupted the 10
o'clock Mass yesterday morning,
sending parishioners into the
streets and leaving as many as six
of the church's leaders without a
home. No injuries were reported.

The three-alarm blaze started
in the basement of thi- rectory
adjoining the church at 61 Monroe
St., according to Deputy Chief Ray
Sheehan He called the fire dam-
age to the basement extensive and
said the first floor was damaged
moderately.

The cause of the fire remained
undetermined late yesterday.

Petra Santos, who had been
-ing at the church bazaar out-

the rectory, was one of the
first to notice the fire and call tor
help.

"I smelled something buv
she said "Then I saw the -
All of the basement was on tire

Leo Medina, a parishioner at St.
Joseph's sinc»* 1960. was in "the
kitchen," a small addition built
alongside the rectory, wjien he
first saw the blaze. *

"I saw the flames shoot out of
the windows," he said He then
called the Fire Department

The pastor of the church, the

Rev. Justin A Biase. was the only
person in the rectory at t h e n m e /
He said he smelled smoke and left
i' • tory building to tell the

(ion to get out.
Uk Kev. Andrea Sioletich, an

associate pastor, was saying Mass
when Biase came in.

I was smelling a little bit of
smoke before," said Gabriel
Guzman, a 10 year old who was in
the congregation preparing to re-
ceive communion "But nobody
said anything."

Biase then walked to the altar
and (old everyone to leave, and to
remain calm and orderly.

After the firefighters arrived,
most of the congregation remained

outside, watching puddles of water
form around the tables that were
set up outside the rectory for the
bazaar The tables were laden with
toys, dishes, books and clothing
that parishioners had donated to
help raise funds to build a new
chapel.

Several congregation member*
approached Biase, offering lodging
until the rectory can be repaired.
Biase thanked them, smiling and
making small jests as he surveyed
the damage.

"I have to laugh so I don't cry,"
he said.

"We will work very hard to fix
Please see FIRE Page S

Hoboken tax rate down, E. Newa rk up
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gan Manneview Plaza. Before
tax revenues, these non-recur-
ring items raised $18,992,000
for Hoboken, up from the
$17,231,000 derived from such
sources last year.

As a result, Kosakowski
said, the city only has to raise
$8,342,930 in taxes for munici-
pal purposes. Without those
non-tax sources, the city would
have had to have raised more
than $11 million through taxes,
he said.

In fact, without the Port
Authority settlement and other
non-tax monies, Hoboken's
1987 rate would have risen
from $216.50 to $236.03, Kosa-
kowski said.

But good fortune may not
repeat itself next year, because
Hoboken residents may have to
pay more taxes to cover school
debt costs, he said

The Hoboken City Council
wants the Hoboken Board of
Education to cut $3 million
from its budget The board has
protested, and the matter is
now before the state Commis-
sioner of Education.

' i t 's probably unlikely that
there will be a final decision
until November." Kosakowski
said.

• And the county tax board
rant wait until November to
.strike the rate."

So the county tax board
struck the 1987 rate based on

the $9,884,443 25 the Hoboken
City Council wants to raise
through taxation and not the
$11,384,443 the Hoboken Board
of Education wants

If the board of education
wins its case, then it will likely
borrow money through tax an-
ticipation notes to raise the ad-
ditional $3 million, Kosakowski
said.

The county tax board
would then adjust the Hoboken
rate to raise $1.5 million next
year and the year after to cover
the taxes needed to pay off the
notes, he added.

If such a $1.5 million ad-
justment was made today.
$12 64 would be added to the
Hoboken rate, he said.

• Of East Newark's $37.27
rate, $15 16 is for the school
budget, $10.79 is for county tax-
es, $10.34 is for municipal pur-
poses, and 98 cents is for the
county Vo-Tech school.

East Newark was helped by
$180,000 in non-tax revenues
derived from a Supplemental
Safe Neighborhoods grant.

If the city had to raise that
amount in taxes, Kosakowski
continued, another$447 would
have been added to the 1987
rate

Also, if East Newark had to
raise taxes to pay the $263,000
debt it owes to Harrison, anoth-
er $6.55 would have been add-
ed to city's 1987 rate, Kosa-
kowski said

Judge decides against towers
By Bill Campbell ^ , ^

A state Superior Court
judge yesterday overturned
variances granted last year by
the Hoboken Board <of Adjust-
ment to the developers of the
controversial $25 million Presi-
dential Towers project.

Maurice Gallipoli, sitting
in Jersey City, strongly criti-
cized the board of adjustment's
procedure in granting the vari-

ances, at times calling the pro-
cess "a circus," "a nightmare,"
and "bizarre."

The reversal ends a two-
year battle between the devel-
oper, Anawim Investment and
Development Corporation of
Jersey City, neighborhood ac-
tivists who opposed the project
and the board of adjustment.

The suit was filed against
the board and Anawim by
neighborhood activists last

summer after the board grant-
ed variances to allow construc-
tion of twin 16-story condomini-
um towers in the southwestern
region of Hoboken.

Ron Hine, the lead plain-
tiff, alleged the project was in-
consistent with municipal zon-
ing laws, the board failed to
provide proper notice of the
final project hearing, and the

See JUDGE — Page 8.

Judge rules against Hoboken towers
Continued from Page I
former municipal law director,
Salvatorc D'Amelio Jr., a part-
ner in the project, interferred
with the board.

But Gallipoli, who said he
spent six-hours reading tran-
scripts of the often raucus
board of adjustment proceed-
ings, based his ruling solely on
the board's procedure. He
called the transcripts "unbe-
lievable," saying "you almost
need a box score to keep track
of all this."

He said that in each of the
five transcripts "you could turn
to any page and the speaker is
not identified, nor can you tell
who was voting for what." On
several occasions he ques-
tioned whether the board even
knew what it was voting on

"This is a nightmare which
cries out for a reversal of the
decision by the board," Gallip-
oli said.

He critiqued the six board
of adjustment meetings on the
project, eac of which he said

contained procedural Haws.
"I am not suggesting or im-

plying that you did anything
wrong in regard to the applica-
tion or Mr D'Amelio," he told
the Rev. Francis Schiller, an
attorney who the principal of
Anawim. "I'm not passing a de-
cision on the merits of the pro-
ject, but I am very critical of
the procedure from start to
finish

if things are not done the
way (hey are supposed to I will
send it back because this is a
tremendous waste of time and
effort.,' he said.

"The people who are going
to suffer are us," Schiller re-
sponded, i t was my under-
standing that that's the way the
zoning board did things in
Hoboken."

(iallipoli said he was man-
dated to reverse the board
granting of the variance due to
the "public's perception and
confidence in the board."

Schiller is expected to ei-
ther appeal Gallipolli's ruling

or submit a new application to
the board of adjustment. Schil-
ler was unavailable for com-
ment alter the decision

Peter Daghlian, the board
of adjustment's attorney, lell
court during a recess and was
not present during the verdict.
He was not available later to
comment on board procedure.

Anawim, whose principal
partners are members of the
Jersey City law firm Schiller,
Vyzas. McGill &. Squeo, first
presented the project for site
plan review in June of 1985.
The plans called for two
towers, one 22 stories and the
other 24. Residents who lived
near the site, which is bounded
by Adams, Jefferson, First and
Newark streets, opposed the
plan, claiming it would destroy
the character of their neigh-
borhood. However, after much
contoversy, on June 24, 1986,
the board voted 5-to-2 to grant
variance for a "scaled down"
versioj\ of two 16-story towers
and 309 residential units.

That decision climaxed
ayear-long legal battle be-
tween the developers and the
board of adjustment. Anawim
had filed a legal notice claim-
ing that the board's failure to
act on the completed applica-
tion within a 120-day time-
frame constituted statutory
approval

A Superior Court Judge
ruled the 120 day clock had
stopped months earlier when
the developers agreed to scale
down the project

Opponents of the project
argued that they were not given
proper advanced notification
of board meeting to register
objections, and that D'Amelio's
attempt to block mayor ap-
pointments to the board consti-
tuted a conflict of interest
since the then-Law Director
had a $90,000 interest in the
Presidential Towers project.

The project's site is owned
by D'Amelio's father, Salvatore
Sr., who would earn $3.4 mil-
lion on the sale of the land.

HOBOKEN

Exxon pays
its penalty
to schools
Six private institutions
to share $500G award

H O B O K E N - S i x p r iva t e
schools will be awarded a total of
$500,000 by the Exxon Corp. to
improve the energy efficiency of
their buildings, city officials said.

Exxon was ordered by the feder-
al government to make the awards
and dozens of ot'ivrs throughout
the country as a penalty for illegal-
ly overcharging consumers for
gasoline.

Community Development
Agency officials here said local
public schools did not respond to
requests for applications for the
awards.

The grants are scheduled to be
given out at 11 am. today at Citv
Hall

Landlords beware: City
now has watchdog on duty
By Jim DeRogatis

Hoboken has hired a new
anti-warehousing officer to en-
force the controversial housing
ordinance.

Ketan Shah, a 22-year-old
computer science student at
Rutgers University, was hired
last week to enforce the anti-
warehousing law, which pro-
hibits landlords from holding
vacant apartments for pur-
poses of real estate

speculation.
Shah replaced Jodie Man-

sevit. who held the office for six
months and compiled evidence
against the first landlords pro-
secuted under the law. Like
Manasevit. Shah is a tenant ac-
tivist who has lobbied for ten-
ants rights and affordable
housing. .

Manasevit resigned several
weeks ago to take another joj*

igned as an answer to

fordable housing." the law re-
quires landlords of buildings
with more than four units to
rent vacant apartments within
60 days or face fines of up to
$500 a day per vacant unit
Landlords are further required
to register vacant apartments
with the anti-warehousing of-
fice once they have been va-
cant 30 days.

The anti-warehousing law
has been strongly criticized by

New site
sought

Hudson County officials and the
Hoboken city clerk are looking for
a new polling place for the 3rd
Ward City Council seat runoff
scheduled for Sept. 15.

County Elections Clerk Richard
Cullen said yesterday that a new
site will be chosen by today to
replace the Elks Club polling place
on Washington Street.

Cullen said the Elks Club
would not be used, to avoid prob-
lems revealed in a recent court
challenge to the original runoff.

Several voters testified in Supe-
rior Court in Jersey City last
month that they were not able to
vote in the May 12 council election
because the poll opened 20
minutes late.

The voters testified during city
school trustee Anthony J. Russo's
successful court challenge. Judge
Dorothea O'C. Wefing ruled July
21 that local developer Frank
"Pupi" Raia qualified for the run-
off with incumbent Steve Cap-
piello by virtue of 29 improperly
cast ballots.

Wefing ordered the votes sub-
tracted from the final totals, pit-
ting Russo in the runoff against
Cappiello, who had defeated Raia
in the original runoff June 9.

Cullen said City Clerk James
Farina was negotiating for "sever-
al sites" to replace the Elks Club.
He said the four remaining 3rd
Ward polling sites would remain
the same. Cullen said the polls
would be open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

—John Rofe

City has
landlord
watchdog
Continued from Page 1

landlords, developers and real-
tors, including Help Hoboken
Housing, a local group fighting
the law in federal and state
court A federal court judge
dismissed a suit charging that
the law was unconstitutional
last November, but HHH is
waiting for a decision on their
motion to reargue the case.

The group is also attempt-
ing to overturn the law in state
court, charging that it is pre-
empted by existing state laws,
does not conform to state laws
of due process aifci violates the
state constitution. Superior
Court Judge Burrell Ives Hum-
phreys is scheduled to hear the
case next Wednesday.

Humphreys refused to
grant an injunction requested
by HHH that would have pro-
hibited the city's enforcing the
law while the court case is
heard. Shah said he will con-
tinue researching complaints
of warehoused apartments and
begin bringing cases before the
municipal court.

The anti-warehousing of-
fice, on the second floor of City
Hall, is open from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. Monday, Tuesday and
Thursday for landlords wishing
to file vacancy notices or ten-
ants with complaints.

Steven
TRENTON (APUTh

four engineering research univer-
sities, including Stevens Tech in
Hoboken, are bidding to host a
national hi-tech center in surface
processing, a state commission an-
nounced yesterday.

The $25 million proposal was
submitted to the National Science
Foundation by Princeton Univer-
sity, Rutgers University, the New
Jersey Institute of Technology and
Stevens Tech. The David SarnofT
Research Center in West Windsor
also joined in the collaborative

FIRE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Firefighters tsar beams from the roof of St. Joseph's Church
rectory on Monroe Street in Hoboken after a fire that broke out
there yesterday morning during a Mass in the adjoining church.

DUN MCCOY TMt DISPATCH

the fathers' home." pledged Eliz-
abeth Mendez, a churih member
for 27 years. "We work together
here."

A Fire Department spokesman
said the Hudson County Red Cross

was working with the displaced
clergymen to help them get tem-
porary housing It was not known
yesterday how long it will he
before the two priests and four
brothers who lived in the rectory
can return there.

Zoning victory
may be omen'
By Jim DeRogatis

Last week's landmark deci-
sion overturning variances
granted to Hoboken's Presi-
dential Towers condominium
may pave the way for zoning
challenges to other
developments.

State Superior Court Judge
Maurice Gallipoli strongly crit-
icized Hoboken's Zoning Board
of Adjustment last week and
overturned variances granted
by the board last year to the
controversial $25 million con-
dominium project planned for
the city's southwest region.

The judge called the board
a "circus" and said its methods
in granting the variances were
"bizarre." The decision was
hailed as a major victory by
neighborhood activists, who
said residents may be encour-
aged to fight other large devel-
opments approved by the
board.

Mayor Thomas Vezzetti has
been attempting to remake the
zoning board since his election

in 1984 and was successful in
appointing three new members
last year. However, the previ-
ous board, appointed by former
Mayor Steve Cappiello, granted
many variances for large-scale
developments strongly op-
posed by neighborhood
preservationists.

"I think the judge's deci-
sion gives hope to zoning buffs
who may want to challenge
some of the other projects ap-
proved by the former board,"
said Thomas Newman, a vocal
neighborhood preservationist
who served on the board until
he was elected to the City
Council.

"I think other challenges
will be mounted," said Ron
Hine, lead plaintiff in the suit
against Presidential Towers.
"This showed that neighbor-
hood activists can win one
against the developers."

Hine was the leader of a
group of residents opposed to
the Presidential project, and
he prepared much of the brief
for the case.

or hi-tech center
ipphcation.

The proposal was sponsored and
coordinated by the New Jersey
Commission on Science and Tech-
nology, said John Crosbie, a com-
mission spokesman.

He said surface technology is a
burgeoning field of research ex_
peeled to feed a broad range ot
mdustries in the 1990s. Surface
processing involves the tailoring ot
materials and their surfaces at
sub-atomic levels to do everything
from increasing corrosion re-
sistance to transmitting light,

Crosbie said.
In a related hi-tech develop-

ment yesterday, a bill that would
put a $50 million bond issue on t he
Nov. 3 ballot was introduced in the
state Assembly. The measure still
must be passed by the Legislature
and signed by Gov. Thomas H.
Kean.

If that happens and the bill is
approved by voters, the bond issue
would appropriate $18 million to
support the construction and
equipment costs of surface science
initiatives.



Church fire bega
By Dominick Calicchio

The fire at St Josephs rec-
tory in Hoboken on Sunday
started under the basement
stairs where old clothes for
sale in that afternoon's parish
flea market were stored, fire
officials said yesterday.

The cause of ignition is still
under investigation, said Depu-
ty Chief Richard Tremitiedi.
chief inspector for the city Fire
Prevention Bureau.

Yesterday the Rev. Justin

Biase. pastor of St Josephs,
met with investigators from the
Archdiocese of Newark's insur-
ance company to determine the
extent of damage to the two-
story rectory, located one door
south of the church on Monroe
Street, between First Street
and Observer Highway.

Two Franciscan priests
and three Franciscan brothers
make their home in the rectory,
church officials said The men
found temporary lodging in the
parish convent building on

Jackson Street, but Biase said
they'll all be returning to the
rectory as soon as possible

Fire officials were deter-
mining yesterday whether util-
ities shut off during the fire
could be restored, Tremitiedi
said.

The fire started shortly af-
ter 10:30 a m , officials said.
while about 300 parishioners
were inside the church, partici-
pating in the 10 am Mass.
Smoke was first noticed by vol-
unteers setting up flea market

booths outside the chSreh. offi-
cials said. The fire was de-
clared out by 1 16 p.m.. they
said

No one was believed to be
in the basement when the fire
started. Tremitiedi said.

He said the clothes were on
wire hangers and hung from a
metal rack beneath the stairs
at the eastern, or back, end of
the basement. Since no fixtures
were located in the immediate
area, officials eliminated elec-
tricity as a possible cause of

cement
the fire, he said.

A basement water heater
about 20 feet away from the
clothes also was eliminated as
a cause. Tremitiedi said, be-
cause burn marks located near
the heater were lighter than
those found where the clothes
were kept.

Tremitiedi said the build-
ing had no major structural
damage, but there was heavy
smoke and water damage to the
basement and first floor.

Biase said that despite the
fire. Sunday's flea market was
held, but it attracted fewer pa-
trons than expected. He said
flea markets are held periodi-
cally in the parish and he
didn't expect the fire to inter-
rupt those held on future dates.
Church services were held as
usual yesterday, he said.

Church members said the
rectory was built around the
same time as the 90-year-old
church.

Stevens, Tech head nomination hit
WASHINGTON (AP) — A Massachusetts district near the

Massachusetts congressman, Seabrook, NH, nuclear power
charging that the Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission is soft on
utilities at the expense of pub-
lic safety concerns, vowed yes-
terday to push for legislation
that would bar appointments of
industry executives to the
panel.

Rep. Nicholas Mavroules, a
Democrat who represents a

plant, said his bill is a response
to the Reagan administration's
latest NRC nominee, Kenneth
Rogers.

Rogers is president of the
Stevens Institute of Technology
in Hoboken, N.J., and a mem-
ber of the Board of Drectors of
the Public Service Electric &
Gas Co. of New Jersey. He is the

third Reagan appointee who
was the industry's top choice,
acording to Mavroules aide
Charles Brown

Rogers would replace
James Asselstine, who was con-
sidered the industry's toughest
critic on the panel.

"With each new appoint-
ment, the NRC is becoming less
attuned to concerns about pub-
lic health and safety and more

10.5% INCREASE

Hoboken posts
state test gain
Urban 9th-graders improve
proficiency scores of 1986

spportive of quick licensing to
protect utility's investments,"
Mavroules said in a letter to
House colleagues explaining
his bill, introduced Thursday.

Brown said, "When you
have someone like Rogers,
you're going to have a hias on
the commission toward the
industry."

Rogers could not be
reached for comment.

But at his Senate confirma-
tion hearing July 9, Rogers de-
nied he was "a member of the
herd." He said serving as a
company director is part of the
tradition of Stevens Institute
presidents, adding that he has
tried to bring an "outsider's
point of view" to corporate
decisions.

Under the legislation, a
nominee could have no "signif-
icant financial relationship"
with a utility for two years be-
fore the appointment.

It is doubtful the Mavrou-
les bill could affect Rogers'
nomination since Senate con-
firmation is expected soon,
possibly
as early as next week.

The Mavroules bill also
would prevent former NRC
commissioners from taking a
job with a utility for two years
after leaving the commission.

Secaucus rejected sewage
deal offered by Hartz firm
By John Petrick 4.- <L - %1

Hoboken's recent sewage
treatment deal with Hartz
Mountain Industr ies has
prompted many Secaucus resi-
dents to ask town officials: Why
was the mega-developer not as
generous to Secaucus?

The answer: It was, but the
town turned down the offer.

Secaucus Councilman Gus
Hubert said he has been ap-
proached by many of his con-
stituents during the past few
weeks about the issue and
wants the record set straight.

Hartz offered to fund the
plant last year, but the town
rejected the offer "because the
strings attached to the funding
didn't preserve the town's op-
tions," he said.

Last month, Hartz agreed
to pay Hoboken $1.6 million to
upgrade the city's primary
treatment plant to meet federal
effluent emission levels. Hartz
will also pay $250,000 in fines
leveled against the city by the

Department of Environmental
Protection for an assortment of
sewage violations.

In return, Hartz will have
reserved capacity in the treat-
ment plant for its Lincoln Har-
bor development and the Met-
ropolitan Opera warehouse
conversion alongside it. Ac-
cording to officials, Lincoln
Harbor needs 352,000 gallons a
day capacity and the opera
warehouse needs 26,000 gal-
lons daily.

Hubert said Hartz would
have expected reserved capac-
ity in Secaucus had it funded
the treatment plant there also.
And while it's a fair request,
Hubert said, the town was not
willing to make that
concession.

"The upfront reservation of
capacity didn't necessarily in-
sure that the first-come, first-
served principal used in the
past would be applicable," Hu-
bert said.

In addition, officials said,
"out attorneys strongly recom-
mended against accepting the

private funding because it
would compromise the town's
bonding authority."

Town Administrator Phil
Kieffer explained that as op-
posed to a project funded sole-
ly by a municipality, work that
is partially funded through a
private source "complicates
the financing" and negates the
status of "public nontaxablc
bonds." That snag would not
have arisen had Hartz been
willing to give the town all the
money upfront. But instead,
Kieffer explained, Hartz of-
fered only about $700,000 in up-
front funding, with the rest to
be paid back on a yearly basis.

"Financially, it just wasn't
deemed approriate," Kieffer
said. Though no exact figure
was ever struck, Kieffer said
Hartz would have funded at
least $5 million worth of the $21
million sewage upgrading
project.

Secaucus is upgrading its
sewage system to tertiary treat-
ment, the highest level.

Associated Press

Ninth-graders who took the
state's mandatory High School
Proficiency Test fared better this
year than last, with the 15.4
percent who passed last year in
Hoboken rising to 25.9 percent.

But, as in the past, urban stu-
dents continued to lag behind their
suburban and rural counterparts,
according to results released yes-
terday.

Only 49 percent of the 23,596
students in the state's 56 urban
districts passed the entire exam,
an improvement over the 1986
passing rate of 38.3 percent.

"The urban districts had the
most room for improvement, and
they have posted the largest
gains," said Assistant Education
Commissioner Cummings E. Piatt,

By comparison, the passing rate
in non-urban districts averaged
80.7 percent. Last year, 714
percent passed.

Overall, 70.6 percent or the
74,256 students who took the test
passed the reading, writing and
mathematics portions, up from
61.5 percent last year.

The results mean 21,796 stu-
dents failed one or more portions of
the test. Those who fail must try
each year to pass the exam. Under
state policy, students who fail to
pass the entire test before gradu-
ation will be denied a diploma. The
policy first will apply to the class of
1989.

State education officials said
the results are helping the state
and local districts identify stu-
dents with inadequate skills and
channel them into mandatory re-

medial programs.
Despite the generally improves

scores, officials said they have a
formidable task ahead of them if *•
they are to help deficient students -
improve to the point where they ,
can pass the test and receive a
diploma.

"We are pleased with the re-
sults ... but that does not in any
way imply there is not a lot of work
ahead," Piatt said.

He said the Department of
Education has launched a thor-
ough tracking system to force dis-
tricts to pursue aggressively and
account for students who fail the
test. He said the forced accoun-
tability should prevent many of
those students from quietly disap-
pearing from the educational sys-
tem as failures.

Individual district results are
organized by socio-economic classi-
fications and show passing rates
and scores clearly improve as dis-
tricts go from poorer urban and
blue-collar areas to wealthier
school systems.

Some urban districts that had
dismally low passing rates last
year showed marked improve-
ment. Of those districts in which
fewer than half the students
passed last year, lrvington Town-
ship's overall passing rate in-
creased the most, from 12.3
percent passing to 39.7 percent.

Camden, which had the lowest
passing rate last year of 17.7
percent, rose to 23.1 percent.

Similar results were achieved
by ninth-graders in the Newark
school system, where 26 percent of
the students passed, up from 17
percent last year.

Rock group's fliers cause commotion I
STF.AM LOCOMOTIVK

Continued from Page 1
expected to call attention to
themselves" because of the
flier.

Fliers taped to utility poles
are a common sight in Hobo-
ken. and Logan admitted that
his office usually does not en-
force the city statute prohibit-
ing the fliers "unless someone
complains." The 70-year-old
statute was invoked by Law Di-
rector William Graves in April
to curb poster-hanging by can-
didates in the May City Council
race.

Eight candidates received
summonses for violating the or-

dinance. Municipal Court
Judge Ross London requested
a change of venue for the cases,
and they were moved to state
Superior Court in Jersey City.
Judge Elaine Davis has yet to
hear the cases, and candidates
could face fines of up to $25 per
illegally posted sign.

Logan said that in the wake
of problems with the political
signs and Pussy Galore poster,
his office will probably step up
its fight against illegal poster-
hangers.

"If we give (a summons) to
one of them, we have to give it,
to them all," he said.

N J T
HOBO Transit plans

to use an authentic steam
locomotive for its daylong Septem
ber rail trip to Port Jervis, NY.

The excursion is scheduled
Sept. 27, the day after the seventh
annual Hoboken Festival spon-
sored by the city and NJT

The 190-mile round trip will
take advantage of the "breath-
taking views and magnificent fall
foliage," NJT Executive Director
Jerome C. Premo, said.

"The old-time steam engine and
vintage open-window coaches will
remind our riders of an era gone
by," Premo said.

Blue Mountain & Reading
Steam Locomotive No. 2102, the

into the past
argent'steam engine operating in

the Northeast, will power the
train, he said.

The locomotive is one of 30 built
in 1945 by the Rending Railroad. It
can carry 19,000 gallons of water
and 26 tons of coal. Only three
others survi e t.tday in storage or
on display in museums, Premo
said.

The return trip will feature two
Pennsylvania Railroad E-8 diesel
locamotivos, he said.

The tr.p is scheduled to depart
at 10 am. and return at 6 p.m.
Tickets, which must be purchased
in advance, are on sale at the NJT
ticket office here, and at the Penn-
sylvania Stations in Newark and
Manhattan,

Flier enraged the living daylights OUT of Hoboken
By Jim DeRogatis

They've been hailed as art-
ists by publications ranging
from Art Forum to the Village
Voice, but in Hoboken some
people just don't appreciate
Pussy Galore.

The controversial noise-
rock band from Manhattan's
Lower East Side was scheduled
to play at Maxwell's, 11th and
Washington streets, Saturday,
and the band plastered fliers
promoting the show on utility
poles throughout the city
Thursday night.

By Friday morning, offi-
cials said the Police and Public
Works departments were
swamped with phone calls
from residents objecting to the
poster, which read in block let-
ters, "Saturday night only, from
the hate (expletive deleted)
capitol city of the world, Pussy
Galore."

The group, named for a vil-
lain in the James Bond movie
"Goldfinger," plays loud, ag-
gressive music and features a
drummer who bangs on pieces
of metal with a hammer. They
have released a critically ac-

claimed record, "Groovy Hate
(Expletive Deleted)," whose ti-
tle includes the same four-let-
ter word residents objected to
on the flier.

"I came in and everybody
was screaming about that fli-
er," Vincent Logan, an inspec-
tor with the Public Works De-
partment, said. "1 think it went
a little bit too far."

The owners of Maxwell's
removed the fliers, which lined
Washington Street from the
PATH station to the club, but
not before Logan issued them a
summons for posting fliers on

public property. The summons
was given to the dub owners
because the flier listed their
establishment, even though
they said they had nothing to do
with the flier, Logan said.

The owners are scheduled
to appear in court tomorrow
and may face fines of $50 to
$500. Steve Fallon, who books
the bands at the popular res-
taurant and rock club, could
not be reached for comment.

Fallon cancelled Saturday
night's performance by Pussy
Galore, and two police officers
from the city's vice squad

found the rock club quiet when
they arrived for the concert,
officials said.

Police Chief George Crim-
mins did not say exactly why
the officers were sent to the
club, although he noted that
the vice squad is responsible
for enforcing morals laws and
Alcoholic Beverage Control
rules.

"1 think the whole thing
was sort of blown out of propor-
tion," Crimmins said, but Lo-
gan said the club "should have

See ROCK — Page 11

Fire damaaes St. Joseph
By Ellen hoodie S~ 3 *% 7

Pholoi by Moti Wyville

The Rev. Andrea Sioletich consoles Juanita Rolan after a three-
alarm fire damaged parts of the rectory of St. Joseph's Roman

Catholic Church in Hoboken yesterday morning.

A three-alarm fire yesterday damaged parts of the rectory of
St. Joseph's Roman Catholic Church at 61-63 Monroe St., Hobo-
ken, and forced about 300 parishioners to evacuate the church
during the 10 a.m. Mass.

Churchgoers preparing for a flea market said they saw smoke
spewing from the cellar. "1 was outside setting things up when 1
smeiled the smoke." said Carmen Concepcion through a transla-
tor. "I turned and looked into the basement and saw the fire. I
started screaming then."

While six women were setting up tables, the scene within the
church, located next to the rectory, remained serene. Elba
Rodriguez of Hoboken said she looked up from her pew, smeiled
smoke, and then watched Rev. Justin Biase walk in and announce
firmly. "Calm down. Don't run, just walk outside."

Rev. Andrea Sioletich. who was saying Mass, said he saw a
small commotion among the ushers before Biase came in, but that
the evacuation was orderly.

About 50 parishioners stayed behind for about five minutes
while he finished the service, he said. "They were emotional. This
is their house; they just wept. To the ones who remained it was the
end of the world," he said.

Sonia Medina of Hoboken was one of those who stayed. "I
wanted to receive communion," she said simply.

"That they stayed shows their faith," Nellie Moyeno of
Hoboken added. "When 1 first saw the smoke, I didn't think it was
that bad. because they didn't tell us to leave."

That kind of trust characterized most of the churchgoers who
crowded the sidewalk across the street to watch the firefighters.
"I saw lots of smoke filling up the church, but at first we stayed
there for a little while." said Gabriel Guzman, 10, of Hoboken. He
said people began murmuring among themselves and then Biase

See CHURCH — Page 6

Firefighters go through the rubWe after extmquishing a three-
alarm Ware that damaged parts of the rectory of St. Josephs

Roman Catholic Church " Hoboken yesterday morning.

Church rectory damaged
Continued from Page 1

came in to direct people to leave the building.
In the street in front of the rectory, surrounded by his

parishioners in their summer-Sunday best, Sioletich put his arm
around Juanita Rolan of Jersey City, a tiny woman with tears
pulling at her blue eyeshadow lie reassured her after she said, "I
keep on asking, is there anything we have done wrong?"

The rectory houses the two priests and four brothers. St.
Joseph's Convent on Jackson Street will take care of those that
temporarily ifcust be relocated, Sioletich said.

The first alarm came at 1043 a.m. and Ihe last firefighter let!
the scene at 1:16 p.m., said dispatcher Juan Torres.

The fire started in the rear of the basement, said Deputy Fire
Chief Ray Sheehan. There, damage is extensive, he said. On the
first floor fire damage is moderate, and rooms on the second floor
sustained some smoke damage; all floors received water damage,
he said.

The cause is under investigation, he said.
While some smoke made its way into the sanctuary, it caused

little damage, and a noon Italian Mass got underway only a half-
hour late, Sioletich said.

Ironically, the flea market was organized to raise money for
church repairs. "We wwe having the flea market because we
wanted to fix the church up. The money was almost there,"
Medina said.

She looked at a i'ire engine, parked between racks of second-
hand clothes and tables of stuffed animals, china saucers and
paperback books. As soon as the 22 firefighters, two fire trucks
and four engines cleared out, she said, the sale would begin. "We
really need to have it now "



Koufax tetini' School, co
gets sendoff can't agre
fit for champs school cuts
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council, said the tuts will nut
set back the schools.

"The money is not being
spent efficiently," he said It
certainly can be cut without
the school system suffering."

However, school board
Irustee Mario Men-ado. who at-
tended one of the negotiating
sessions, said it was the council
which broke off negotiations.

I don't remember une
board) ever approving anything
to stop ncgutiatMMK," be said
We were newer informed by

the council of a date to hold
another session "

Men t he felt con-
fident" i board would
win the appeal

Superintendent of Schools
Walter Fine, who has mapped
the board's strategy, was un-

By Dominic k t'alicchio

Hoboken's Sandy Koufax
league baseball team, by now
well on its way to Puerto Rico
for the league's World Series,
received a send-off worthy of
champions yesterday in Mayor
Thomas Vezzettis office.

The team of 13 and 14-year-
old boys enjoyed plenty of piz-
za and soda and a "Congratula-
lions Champs' cake before
going home to rest up for to-
day's 6 30 a.m. trip from City
Hall to catch a 930 am. flight
from Kennedy Airport to San
Juan.

Hoboken gained a berth in
the World Series on Monday
when it won the North Atlantic
Region championship by de-
feating the Gil Hodges team of
Brooklyn, 6-0

The win gave Hoboken a 22-
1 season record and the right to
face either Michigan or Ontario
on Saturday.

Hoboken, where the first-
ever baseball game was played,
is the only Hudson County mu-
nicipality represented in the
40-team New Jersey league
named for the former Los An-
geles Dodgers pitcher, said
Coach Joe Reinhard. The re-
maining teams are mostly from
Bergen County, he said.

After winning the league
championship. Hoboken had to
defeat teams from Connecticut,
Maryland and New York to
reach the Series.

Reinhard attributed the
team's success to chemistry
and to the experience gained
in last year's regionals in War-
ren, Fa., when Hoboken lost to
the same Brooklyn team it de-
feated this year.

"You have to figure over
the country there's got to be
100.000 teams participating,"
Reinhard said. "So for a team
from Hoboken to be one of only
eight going to Puerto Rico,
that's pretty remarkable."

When asked to predict
which team would win the
World Series, the mayor of the
documented Birthplace of
Baseball broke into a wide
grin.

"Who do you thinks gonna
win?," Vezzetti said "They've
taken it this far. they're gonna
go all the way. These kids have
exemplified Hoboken to the
degree that it mind-boggles me.
They're Hoboken at its very
best"

The Hoboken Koufax
^quad is managed by Bill Cul-
hane and also coached by Wal-
ter Lehbrink.

By Bill Campbell

The Hoboken Board of
Education and City Council
have apparently ended at-
tempts to hammer out an agree-
ment on school board ruts for
the 1987 88 fiscal year, accord-
ing to officials of each side

School and council com-
mittees met twice in attempts
to avert a state appeal of $3
million in education cuts, but
negotiations were halted when
members failed to schedule
fui her meetings. Representa-
tions of each hide blame the
0\ r for failing to resume
to. >

Sources maintain that the
board and council were as
much as $1 million away from
striking a compromise on the
council's decision in May to cut
school spending. Both sides are
scheduled to meet for a confer-
ence Aug 17 in preparation for
the board's appeal to the state

The board is appealing the
cuts to the state Commissioner
of Education, who may restore
some or all of the money The
council has urged the board to
curb increased school spend-
ing by reducing staff and clos-
ing at least one school, while
the board claims the move
would adversely affect the
quality of education.

"It seems that the board is
steadfastly against moving.on
futare negotiations and. to that
extent, the council will not
move from its $3 m.lHon in
cuts," Council President Pat
Pasculli said. "1 don't see any
future meetings between the
council and the board until the
appeal is officially registered
However during the appeal
process, the doors will always
be open for a possible
settlement" „ . , , . „

City Attorney William
Graves, who is representing the

Mayo Lynch is due
ent from city

By JOHN ROFE
Staff Writer

page 19

Mayo Lynch Associates, a
Hoboken engineering firm, com-
pleted half the design work for a
new sewage treatment plant and is
entitled to about half the value of
its contract with the city, accord-
ing to a report submitted to a judge
yesterday.

The report says Mayo Lynch
completed 50 percent of the final
design work for a secondary sew-
age treatment plant for the city
and is entitled to between
$742,600 and $954,800 from the
city.

The 107-page document also
recommended tha t Lawlor
Matusky Skelly, the firm that

eventually replaced Mayo Lynch
on the project, perform its own
design studies for the waste treat-
ment plant, which could cost the
city more money.

The report was ordered by As-
signment Judge Burrell Ives Hum-
phreys of Superior Court in Jersey
City, who is presiding over the
lawsuit by' Mayo Lynch against
Hoboken. The engineering firm
wants to be paid for work it did on
the project before LMS took over in
November when the Mayo Lynch
design did not qualify Hoboken for
matching state funds.

Humphreys a l ready had
nullified the Mayo Lynch pact,
worth approximately $2 million, in

Please see MAYO Page 14
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Hoboken lawyer
'forced' to quit
By Jim DeRogatis t "*" V

Assistant City Attorney Mi-
chael Mongiello's "forced res-
ignation" from the Hoboken
Law Department drew fire yes-
terday from two irate city
councilmen

City Law Director William
Graves said Mongiello, a mem-
ber of the department since
February 1986, resigned yester-
day to pursue his private law
practice, which had been con-
suming much of his time.

But sources said Mongiello
was "forced to resign or be
fired," and Council President
Patrick Pasculli called it "a po-
litical firing."

Pasculli charged that Mon-
giello's departure from the de-
partment was the result of a
meeting the council president
had yesterday morning with
Councilman Joseph Delia
Fave. He said he had ques-
tioned the recent appointment
of Luis Lopez, a Delia Fave
supporter, to the Community
Development Agency. Pasculli
has been at odds with Delia
Fave and the administration of
Mayor Thomas Vezzetti.

The administration re-
sponded by pressuring Mon-
giello to resign, according to

Pasculli. "Mike Mongiello is a
competent attorney and it
takes me back that he had to
leave city government as he
did."

"I am outraged and
shocked by this," said Council-
man David Roberts. "This was
a midnight attack, poorly coor-
dinated and a cheap shot."

Mongiello is a political
supporter of both Pasculli and '
Roberts, and he has also served
as the private attorney for Rob-
erts and Councilman Robert
Ranieri.

Mongiello said he did not
want to comment.

Graves, who was appointed
by Vezzetti last November, said
he did not want to comment on
personnel matters. The law di-
rector has been in the process
of reshaping his department,
and political observers had ex-
pected him to move to replace
Mongiello following the May
City Council elections, when
Vezzetti had promised "a
purge" of non-supporters from
City Hall.

"All I can say is that I hope
the director of law was not af-
fected by politics in his deci-
sion," Pasculli said. He and
Roberts said they will look into
the resignation next week.

October, charging it had been ad-
vertised improperly for bidding by
prospective contractors.

The recommendations of the re-
port are not binding on the judge,
according to sources familiar with
the case, but will be used in de-
termining a settlement, or wheth-
er Mayo Lynch wants to proceed
with a trial.

The value range of the work
performed by Mayo Lynch was
determined based on labor costs
and expenses and allowed tho engi-
neering firm a 3 percent profit.

The bulk of the costs, according
to the report, prepared by an Oak-
land company, were for 246 draw-
ings by Mayo Lynch engineers.

Allowing $17.50 to $22.50 an hour
for the completion of the drawings,
each of which took 100 hours to
produce, according to the report,
the total cost of the drawings was
between $674,8c8 and $867,611.

The report allowed another
$67,500 to $86,800 in business
expenses to produce the drawings.

In its conclusion, the report
cautioned that LMS, the new firm,
should "not indiscriminantly in-
corporate any of Mayo Lynch As-
sociates' work into the LMS design
for the Hoboken plant without
thorough rechecking of all Mayo
Lynch Associates' computations
and assumptions," or without as-
suming full professional and legal
responsiblity for the design.

Hoboken Mayor Thomas F. Vewetti, standing, yesterday welcomes guests to the Seniors Picnic held
annually at Scheutzen Park in North Bergen and sponsored by the North Hudson Council of Mayors.
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k club charq ismi

available for comment on the
appeal

The city, citing the board's
failure to attain state certifica-
tion, claims that standardized
test seores are too low to justify
the amount of money the board
spends per pupil Graves wants
the board to provide written
documentation on various
spending and personnel
questions.

The cuts were necessitated
in April after voters rejected
the board's proposed budget by
a 3-1 margin The budget would
have raised the portion of
school spending raised by tax-
ation from $9 million to $12
million for the current fiscal
year.

Despite the uncertainty of
the cuts, the county Board of
Taxation last Friday struck Ho-
boken's tax rate at $210 per
$1,000 of assessed valuation,
down $fj from last year. Howev-
er, the new rate reflects the full
$3 million cut.

City Business Administra-
tor Edwin Chius said that if
some of the money is reinstated

by Education Conn «r
Saul Cooperman. th- .it
would be reflected in next
year's budget

"In effect." he said r
million is reinstated, we » a
have to cut $6 million next >\ -
to come out even Howeve,
my guess is that w<- u ill u m Uu
appeal and the cuts will be
upheld." §

Hoboken schools have con-
sistently ranked among the
lowest in the state on standard
ized tests and are under Lew) 3t
monitoring, which could pott*
bly lead to a state takeover*m
the system. Although HiaP
School Proficiency Test score%
have risen recently, the school
system has not attained state
certification

Last year, after voters re-
jected the school budget, the
Board of Education did not ap-
peal a $1 million cut to its bud- <
get. Thi.s year, efforts to avoid !
the appeal broke off after the
council refused to f %cept less
than $2 million in ct ,. while
the board said it coul(f cut only
$1 million

Helping the homeless of Hudson County is the focus of a fund-
raising drive of the county's boards of Realtors. The Bayonna,
North Hudson, Hoboken and Jersey City boards purchased 500
containers to collect funds for the area's needy families. Pictured
recently in front of Hoboken City Hall, from left, are: Bob
DeRuggiero, Norma Costa, Carol McKenna and Tony DeLucco.
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By Jim DeRogatis

Truth, justice and Pussy
Galore triumphed yesterday as
Hoboken Municipal Court
Judge Ross London dismissed
charges against a local rock
club stemming from a contro-
versial flier.

The owners of Maxwells, a
popular rock club and restau-
rant at 11th and Washington
streets, were charged with
hanging fliers advertising
noise-rock band Pussy Galore

on utility poles throughout the
city last week. London dis-
missed the charges after the
club owners said the fliers
were the work of the band, not
the club.

The fliers caused a stir last
Friday when City Hall offices
were swamped with phone
calls from angry residents. The
flier read, in block letters,
"Saturday night only, from the
hate (expletive deleted) capitol
city of the world. Pussy Galore,
Maxwell's."

The Manhattan-based
group, which was named for a
villain in the James Bond mov-
ie "Goldfinger," plays loud, ag-
gressive music and features a
drummer who bangs on pieces
of metal with a hammer. They
have released a critically ac-
claimed record. "Groovy Hate
(Expletive Deleted)." whose ti-
tle includes the same four-let-
ter word residents objected to
on the flier.

Public Works Inspector
Vincent Logan said he issued a

summons to the owners of Max-
well's after receiving numer-
ous complaints about the flier.
He cited a 70-year-old city stat-
ute prohibiting people from
posting signs on public proper-
ty. The summons carried a fine
ranging from $50 to $500.

Steve Fallon. a co-owner of
Maxwell's who books the bands
at the club, said he had no
knowledge of the flier, al-
though he hired people to tear
them down as soon as he
learned of the problem. Fallon

complained that he was forced
to cancel the band's perfor-
mance Saturday, fearing police
harassment.

"I was informed that the
vice squad would be appear-
ing," he said.

"Is that another band?"
London asked.

"No," Fallon replied.
"They work for your police
department."

Two members of the vice
squad found the rock club si-
lent when they arrived last Sat-

urday. Police Chief George
Crimmins did not say why po-
lice officers were sent to the
club, although he noted that
the vice squad is responsible
for enforcing morals laws and
Alcoholic Beverage Commis-
sion-rules.

In dismissing the charge,
London said the city had not
produced evidence that anyone
connected with Maxwell's was
guilty of posting the fliers. He

See PUSSY GALORE — Page 8

'Miracle Tent' gets t
By Dominick Calicchio

He didn't quite need divine
intervention, but the Rev. Ge-
rard J. Cleffi will be able to
hold his "Miracle Tent Reviv-
al" in Hoboken after all.

The city Building Depart-
ment ordered Cleffi to halt con-
struction of a 28-foot-high cir-
cus tent Monday because he

didn't have the temporary con-
struction permit needed to
erect it.

Yesterday, workers were
back setting up the 125-by-90-
foot red-and-white-striped tent
on the Ninth Street soccer field
between Jefferson and Adams
streets.

Cleffi yesterday obtained

permits from the Building De-
partment and the city Fire Pre-
vention Bureau after agreeing

Picture on Page 11

to do so during Tuesday s Plan-
ning Board meeting.

"I'm willing to comply with
anything that's within reason,"

he said. "We just want to'con-
duct services and glorify
Jesus."

Cleffi, pastor of Hoboken's
Riverside Assembly of God
Church, plans to hold religious
services under the tent at 7:30
each night, except Saturday,
from Monday to Sept. 8.

Not having the permits

o-ahead
't a matter of trying to skirt

any laws, Cleffi said; he had
just assumed the Planning
Board approval he received
three weeks ago was enough.

City Construction Code Of-
ficial Al Arezzo said he was
satisfied that the tent's two
main-pole. 10 support-pole con-
struction complied with city

building regulations and city
Deputy Fire Chief Richard Tre-
mitiedi said Cleffi agreed to
make seating aisles under the
tent at least eight feet wide and
keep fire extinguishers on the
premises.

The tent material, Pacifi-
tex F-141, was also approved as
fire-resistant, Tremitiedi said.
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By Dominick Calicchio

Hobokon's Sandy Koufax
League baseball team, by now
well on its way to Puerto Rico
for the league's World Series,
received a send-off worthy of
champions yesterday in Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti's office.

The team of 13 and 14 year-
old boys enjoyed plenty of piz-
za and soda and a "Congratula-
tions Champs' cake before
going home to rest up for to-
day's 6:30 a.m. trip from City
Hall to catch a 9:30 a.m. flight
from Kennedy Airport to San
Juan.

Hoboken gained a berth in
the World Series on Monday
when it won the North Atlantic
Region championship by de-
feating the Gil Hodges team of
Brooklyn. 6-0.

The win gave Hoboken a 22-
1 season record and the right to
face either Michigan or Ontario
on Saturday.

Hoboken, where the first-
ever baseball game was played,
is the only Hudson County mu-
nicipality represented in the
40-team New Jersey league
named for the former Los An-
geles Dodgers pitcher, said
Coach Joe Reinhard. The re-
maining teams are mostly from
Bergen County, he said.

After winning the league
championship. Hoboken had to
defeat teams from Connecticut,
Maryland and New York to
reach the Series.

Reinhard attributed the
team's success to chemistry
and to the experience gained
in last year's regionals in War-
ren, Pa., when Hoboken lost to
the same Brooklyn team it de-
feated this year.

"You have to figure over
the country there's got to be
100.000 teams participating."
Reinhard said. "So for a team
from Hoboken to be one of only
eight going to Puerto Rico,
that's pretty remarkable."

When asked to predict
which team would win the
World Series, the mayor of the
documented Birthplace of
Baseball broke into a wide
grin.

"Who do you think's gonna
win?," Vezzetti said. "They've
taken it this far, they're gonna
go all the way. These kids have
exemplified Hoboken to the
degree that it mind-boggles me.
They're Hoboken at its very
best."

The Hoboken Koufax
squad is managed by Bill Cul-
hane and also coached by Wal-
ter Lehbrink.

By Bill Campbell

The Hoboken Board of
Education and City Council
have apparently ended at-
tempts to hammer out an agree-
ment on school board cuts for
the 1987-88 fiscal year, accord-
ing to officials of each side.

School and council com-
mittees met twice in attempts
to avert a state appeal of $3
million in education cuts, but
negotiations were halted when
members failed to schedule
fui *ier meetings. Representa-
tfr s of each side blame the
o\ r for failing to resume
tai >.

Sources maintain that the
board and council were as
much as $1 million sway from
striking a compromise on the
council's decision in May to cut
school spending. Both sides are
scheduled to meet for a confer-
ence Aug. 17 in preparation for
the board's appeal to the state

The board is appealing the
cuts to the state Commissioner
of Education, who may restore
some or all of the money. The
council has urged the board to
curb increased school spend-
ing by reducing staff and clos-
ing at least one school, while
the board claims the move
would adversely affect the
quality of education.

"It seems that the board is
steadfastly against moving on
future negotiations and. to that
extent, the council will not
move from its $3 milHon in
cuts," Council President Pat
Pasculli said. "I don't see any
future meetings between the
council and the board until the
appeal is officially registered.
However, during the appeal
process, the doors will always
be open for a possible
settlement." «, . , ,

City Attorney William
Graves, who is representing the

- rm m

Mayo Lynch is due
ent from city

By JOHN ROFE
Staff Writer

Mayo Lynch Associates, a
Hoboken engineering firm, com-
pleted half the design work for a
new sewage treatment plant and is
entitled to about half the value of
its contract with the city, accord-
ing to a report submitted to a judge
yesterday.

The report says Mayo Lynch
completed 50 percent of the final
design work for a secondary sew-
age treatment plant for the city
and is entitled to between
$742,600 and $954,800 from the
city.

The 107-page document also
recommended t h a t Lawlor
Matusky Skelly, the firm that

eventually replaced Mayo Lynch
on the project, perform its own
design studies for the waste treat-
ment plant, which could cost the
city more money.

The report was ordered by As-
signment Judge Burrell Ives Hum-
phreys of Superior Court in Jersey
City, who is presiding over the
lawsuit by' Mayo Lynch against
Hoboken The engineering firm
wants to be paid for work it did on
the project before LMS took over in
November when the Mayo Lynch
design did not qualify Hoboken for
matching state funds.

Humphreys a l ready had
nullified the Mayo Lynch pact,
worth approximately $2 million, in

Please see MAYO Page 14
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Hoboken lawyer
'forced' to quit
By Jim DeRogatis f

Assistant City Attorney Mi-
chael Mongiello's "forced res-
ignation" from the Hoboken
Law Department drew fire yes-
terday from two irate city
councilmen.

City Law Director William
Graves said Mongiello, a mem-
ber of the department since
February 1986, resigned yester-
day to pursue his private law
practice, which had been con-
suming much of his time.

But sources said Mongiello
was "forced to resign or be
fired," and Council President
Patrick Pasculli called it "a po-
litical firing."

Pasculli charged that Mon-
giello's departure from the de-
partment was the result of a
meeting the council president
had yesterday morning with
Councilman Joseph Delia
Fave. He said he had ques-
tioned the recent appointment
of Luis Lopez, a Delia Fave
supporter, to the Community
Development Agency. Pasculli
has been at odds with Delia
Fave and the administration of
Mayor Thomas Vezzetti.

The administration re-
sponded by pressuring Mon-
giello to resign, according to

Pasculli. "Mike Mongiello is a
competent attorney and it
takes me back that he had to
leave city government as he
did."

"I am outraged and
shocked by this," said Council-
man David Roberts. "This was
a midnight attack, poorly coor-
dinated and a cheap shot"

Mongiello is a political
sepporter of both Pasculli and
Roberts, and he has also served
as the private attorney for Rob-
erts and Councilman Robert
Ranieri.

Mongiello said he did not
want to comment.

Graves, who was appointed
by Vezzetti last November, said
he did not want to comment on
personnel matters. The law di-
rector ha j been in the process
of reshaping his department,
and political observers had ex-
pected him to move to replace
Mongiello following the May
City Council elections, when
Vezzetti had promised "a
purge" of non-supporters from
City Hall.

"All I can say is that I hope
the director of law was not af-
fected by politics in his deci-
sion," Pasculli said. He and
Roberts said they will look into
the resignation next week.

October, charging it had been ad-
vertised improperly for bidding by
prospective contractors.

The recommendations of the re-
port are not binding on the judge,
according to sources familiar with
the case, but wiil be used in de-
termining a settlement, or wheth-
er Mayo Lynch wants to proceed
with a trial.

The value range of the work
performed by Mayo Lynch was
determined based on labor costs
and expenses and allowed the engi-
neering firm a 3 percent profit.

The bulk of the costs, according
to the report, prepared by an Oak-
land company, were for 246 draw-
ings by Mayo Lynch engineers.

Allowing $17.50 to $22.50 an hour
for the completion of the drawings,
each of which took 100 hours to
produce, according to the report,
the total cost of the drawings was
between $674,808 and $867,611.

The report allowed another
$67,500 to $86,800 in business
expenses to produce the drawings.

In its conclusion, the report
cautioned that LMS, the new firm,
should "not indiscriminantly in-
corporate any of Mayo Lynch As-
sociates' work into the LMS design
for the Hoboken plant without
thorough rechecking of all Mayo
Lynch Associates' computations
and assumptions," or without as-
suming full professional and legal
responsiblity for the design.

Thomas F. Vezzetti, standing, yastarday welcomes guests to the Seniors Picnic held
Park in North Barren and sponsored by the North Hudson Council of Mayors.

Rock club charges are dismissed

questions.
The cuts were necessitated

in April afler voters rejected
the board's proposed budget by
a 3-1 margin The budget would
have raised the portion of
school spending raised by tax-
ation from $9 million to $12
million for the current fiscal
year

Despite the uncertainty of
the cuts, the county Board of
Taxation last Friday struck Ho-
boken's tax rate at $210 per
$1,000 of assessed valuation,
down $6 from last year. Howev-
er, the new rate reflects the full
$3 million cut.

City Business Administra-
tor Edwin Chius said that if
some of the money is reinstated

d

f
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Hobokt ii schools have ton-
sistcntly ranked among the
lowest in the state on .standard
ized tests and are under i-iovol
monitoring, which could poi
blv lead to a state takeover
the system. Although \\i$&
School Proficiency Test score%
have risen recently, the school
system has not attained Mate
certification

Last year, after voters re-
jected the school buftget. the
Board of Education did not ap-
peal a $1 million cut to il.s bud-
get. This y«%ar. effort* to avoid
the appeal broke off a Her the
council refused to fcep t less
than $2 million in c[ ;. while
the board said it coul<f cut only
$1 million

Helping the homeless of Hudson County is the focus of a fund-
raising drive of the county's boards of Realtors. The Bayonne,
North Hudson, Hoboken and Jersey City boards purchased 500
containers to collect funds for the aree's needy families. Pictured
recently in front of Hoboken City Hall, from left, are: Bob
DeRuggiero, Norma Costa, Carol McKenna and Tony DeLucco.

i "2.a
is
or.

ft — -1 c

By Jim DeRogatis

Truth, justice and Pussy
Galore triumphed yesterday as
Hoboken Municipal Court
Judge Ross London dismissed
charges against a local rock
club stemming from a contro-
versial flier.

The owners of Maxwell's, a
popular rock club and restau-
rant at 11th and Washington
streets, were charged with
hanging fliers advertising
noise-rock band Pussy Galore

on utility poles throughout the
city last week. London dis-
missed the charges afler the
club owners said the fliers
were the work of the band, not
the club.

The fliers caused a stir last
Friday when City Hall offices
were swamped with phone
calls from angry residents. The
flier read, in block letters,
"Saturday night only, from the
hate (expletive deleted) capitol
city of the world, Pussy Galore,
Maxwell's."

The Manhattan-based
group, which was named for a
villain in the James Bond mov-
ie "Goldfinger." plays loud, ag-
gressive music and features a
drummer who bangs on pieces
of metal with a hammer. They
have released a critically ac-
claimed record, "Groovy Hate
(Expletive Deleted)," whose ti-
tle includes the same four-let-
ter word residents objected to
on the flier.

Public Works Inspector
Vincent Logan said he issued a

summons to the owners of Max-
well's after receiving numer-
ous complaints about the flier.
He cited a 70-year-old city stat-
ute prohibiting people from
posting signs on public proper-
ty. The summons carried a fine
ranging from $50 to $500.

Steve Fallon, a co-owner of
Maxwell's who books the bands
at the club, said he had no
knowledge of the flier, al-
though he hired people to tear
them down as soon as he
learned of the problem. Fallon

complained that he was forced
to cancel the band's perfor-
mance Saturday, fearing police
harassment.

"I was informed that the
vice squad would be appear-
ing," he said.

"Is that another band?"
London asked.

"No," Fallon replied.
"They work for your police

department."
Two members of the vice

squad found the rock club si-
lent when they arrived last Sat-

urday. Police Chief George
Crimmins did not say why po-
lice officers were sent to the
club, although he noted that
the vice squad is responsible
for enforcing morals laws and
Alcoholic Beverage Commis-
sion rules.

In dismissing the charge,
London said the city had not
produced evidence that anyone
connected with Maxwell's was
guilty of posting the fliers. He

See PUSSY GALORE — Page 8
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'Miracle Tent' gets the go-ahead
By Dominick Calicchio

He didn't quite need divine
intervention, but the Rev. Ge-
rard J. Cleffi will be able to
hold his "Miracle Tent Reviv-
al" in Hoboken afler all.

The city Building Depart-
ment ordered Cleffi to halt con-
struction of a 28-foot-high cir-
cus tent Monday because he

didn't have the temporary con-
struction permit needed to
erect it.

Yesterday, workers were
back setting up the 125-by-90-
foot red-and-white-striped tent
on the Ninth Street soccer field
between Jefferson and Adams
streets.

Cleffi yesterday obtained

permits from the Building De-
partment and the city Fire Pre-
vention Bureau afler agreeing

Picture on Page 11

to do so during Tuesday's Plan-
ning Board meeting.

"I'm willing to comply with
anything that's within reason,"

he said. "We just want to con
duct services and glorify
Jesus."

Cleffi, pastor of Hoboken's
Riverside Assembly of God
Church, plans to hold religious
services under the tent at 7:30
each night, except Saturday,
from Monday to Sept. 8.

Not having the permits
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t a matter of trying to skirt
any laws, Cleffi said; he had
just assumed the Planning
Board approval he received
three weeks ago was enough.

City Construction Code Of-
ficial Al Arezzo said he was
satisfied that the tent's two
main-pole. 10 support-pole con-
struction complied with city

building regulations and city
Deputy Fire Chief Richard Tre-
mitiedi said Cleffi agreed to
make seating aisles under the
tent at least eight feet wide and
keep fire extinguishers on the
premises.

The tent material, Pacifi-
tex F-141, was also approved as
fire-resistant. Tremitiedi said.
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Koufax team School, ̂ uncil
gets sendoff can't agre6 on
fit for champs school cuts

Hoboken end f+ ~ —. E — fa/ks
fnm

council, said the tuts will nut
set back the schools.

"The money is not being
spent efficiently," he said "It
certainly can be cut without
the

i ' • • i.- ,ird

trustee Mario Mercado. who at-
tended one of the negotiating
sessions, said it was the council
which broke off negotiations.

1 d o n t •- W.i-
board lever approving anything
lo slop negotiations, fie said.
' We were never informed by
the council of a date to hold
another session."

Mercado said he felt -con-
fident" that the board would
win the appeal

Superintendent of Schools
Walter Fine, who has mapped
the board's strategy, was un-

By Dominick t'alicchie

Hobokens Sandy Koufax
league baseball team, by now
well on its way to Puerto Rico
for tho league's World Series,
received a send off worthy of
champions yesterday in Mayor
Thomas Vezzetti's office.

The team of 13 and 14 year-
old boys enjoyed plenty of piz-
za ami soda and a "Congratula-
tions Chumps' cake before
going home to rest up for to-
day's 6 30 a.m. trip from City
Hall to catch a 930 am. flight
from Kennedy Airport to San
Juan

Hoboken gained a berth in
the World Series on Monday
when it won the North Atlantic
Region championship by de-
feating the Gil Hodges team of
Brooklyn. 6C

The win gave Hoboken a 22-
1 season record and the right to
face either Michigan or Ontario
on Saturday.

Hoboken, where the first-
ever baseball game was played,
is the only Hudson County mu-
nicipality represented in the
40-team New Jersey league
named for the former Los An-
geles Dodgers pitcher, said
Coach Joe Reinhard. The re-
maining teams are mostly from
Bergen County, lie said.

After winning the league
championship Hoboken had to
defeat teams from Connecticut,
Maryland and New York to
reach the Series.

Keinhard attributed the
team's success to chemistry
and to the experience gained
in last years regionals in War-
ren. Pa., when Hoboken lost to
the same Brooklyn team it de-
feated this year.

"You have to figure over
the country there's got to be
100000 teams participating."
Reinhard said "So for a team
from Hoboken to be one of only
eight going to Puerto Rico,
that's pretty remarkable."

When asked to predict
which team would win the
World Series, the mayor of the
documented Birthplace of
Baseball broke into a wide
firin.

"Who do you thinks gonna
win'," Vezzetti said "They've
taken it this far. they're gonna
go all the way. These kids have
exemplified Hoboken to the
degree that it mind-boggles me.
They're Hoboken at its very
best."

The Hoboken Koufax
squad is managed by BUI Cul-
hune and also coached by Wal-
ter Lehbrink.

By Bill Campbell

The Hoboken Board of
Education and City Council
have apparently ended at-
tempts to hammer out an agree-
ment on school board cuts for
the 1987 88 fiscal year, accord-
ing to officials of each side

School and council com-
mittees met twice in attempts
to avert a state appeal of $3
million in education cuts, but
negotiations were halted when
members failed to schedule
fui her meetings. Representa-
ti*- s of each side blame the
o\ r for failing to resume

Sources maintain that the
board and council were as
much as $1 million away from
striking a compromise on the
council's decision in May to cut
school spending. Both sides are
scheduled to meet for a confer-
ence Aug. 17 in preparation for
the board's appeal to the state

The board is appealing the
cuts to the state Commissioner
of Education, who may restore
some or all of the money. The
council has urged the board to
curb increased school spend-
ing by reducing staff and clos-
ing at least one school, while
the board claims the move
would adversely affect the
quality of education.

"It seems that the board is
steadfastly against movmjj on
future negotiations and. to thai
extent, the council will not
move from its $3 million in
c u t s ' Council President Pat
Pasculh said. "1 don't see any
future meetings between the
council and the board until the
appeal is officially registered.
However, during the appeal
process, the doors will always
be open for a possible

Mayo Lynch is due
payment from city
By JOHN ROFE
Staff Writer

SrAttorney William
Graves, who is representing the
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Mayo Lynch Associates, a
Hoboken engineering firm, com-
pleted half the design work for a
new sewage treatment plant and is
entitled to about half the value of
its contract with the city, accord-
ing to a report submitted to a judge
yesterday.

The report says Mayo Lynch
completed 50 percent of the final
design work for a secondary sew-
age treatment plant for the city
and is entitled to between
$742,600 and $954,800 from the
city.

The 107-page document also
recommended tha t Lawlor
Matusky Skelly, the firm that

eventually replaced Mayo Lynch
on the project, perform its own
design studies for the waste treat-
ment plant, which could cost the
city more money.

The report was ordered by As-
signment Judge Burrell Ives Hum-
phreys of Superior Court in Jersey
City, who is presiding over the
lawsuit by' Mayo Lynch against
Hoboken. The engineering firm
wants to be paid for work it did on
the project before LMS took over in
November when the Mayo Lynch
design did not qualify Hoboken for
matching state funds.

Humphreys a l ready had
nullified the Mayo Lynch pact,
worth approximately $2 million, in

Please see MAYO Page 14

available tor comment on the
appeal

The city, citing the board's
failure to attain state certifica-
tion, claims that standardized
test scores are too low to justify
the amount of money the board
spends per pupil. Graves wants
the board to provide written
documentation on various
spending and personnel
questions.

The cuts were necessitated
in April alter voters rejected
the board's proposed budget by
a 3 1 margin The budget would
have raised the portion of
school spending raised by tax-
ation from $9 million to $12
million for the current fiscal
year

Despite the uncertainty of
the cuts, the county Board of
Taxation last Friday struck Ho-
boken's tax rate at $210 per
$1,000 of assessed valuation,
down $6 from last year Howev-
er, the new rate reflects the full
$3 million cut

City Business Administra-
tor Edwin Chius said that if
some of the money is reinstated

by Education Commissioner
Saul Cooperman. the amount
would be reflected in next
year s budget.

i n effect." he s*jid "t
million is reinstated, we * <i
have to cut $6 million m x! v*
to come out even "IIOA«.-;«.-..
my guess is that we will win Uie
appeal and the cuts trill be
upheld." §

Hoboken schools have con-
sistently ranked among the
lowest in the state on standard
ized tests and are under IA.*VC1
monitoring, which could
bly lead to a state lakeovei
the system. Although
School Proficiency Test s<
have risen recently, the .school
system has not attained Mate
certification

Last year, after voters re-
jected the school budget, the
Board of Education did not ap-
peal a $1 million cut to its bud- «
get. This year, efforts to avoid '
the appeal broke off a Her the
council refused to ^ Tept less
than $2 million in ct .. while
the board said it couldP cut only
$1 million

MAYO
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Hoboken lawyer
'forced' to quit
By Jim DeRogatis t ' ' * - * 1 ?

Assistant City Attorney Mi-
chael Mongiello's "forced res-
ignation" from the Hoboken
Law Department drew fire yes-
terday from two irate city
councilmen.

City Law Director William
Graves said Mongiello, a mem-
ber of the department since
February 1986. resigned yester-
day to pursue his private law
practice, which had been con-
suming much of his time.

But sources said Mongiello
was "forced to resign or be
fired," and Council President
Patrick Pasculli called it "a po-
litical firing."

Pasculli charged that Mon-
giello's departure from the de-
partment was the result of a
meeting the council president
had yesterday morning with
Councilman Joseph Delia
Fave. He said he had ques-
tioned the recent appointment
of Luis Lopez, a Delia Fave
supporter, to the Community
Development Agency. Pasculli
has been at odds with Delia
Fave and the administration of
Mayor Thomas Vezzetti.

The administration re-
sponded by pressuring Mon-
giello to resign, according to

Pasculli. "Mike Mongiello is a
competent attorney and it
takes me back that he had to
leave city government as he
did."

"I am outraged and
shocked by this," said Council-
man David Roberts. "This was
a midnight attack, poorly coor-
dinated and a cheap shot."

Mongiello is a political
supporter of both Pasculli and '
Roberts, and he has also served
as the private attorney for Rob-
erts and Councilman Robert
Ranieri.

Mongiello said he did not
want to comment.

Graves, who was appointed
by Vezzetti last November, said
he did not want to comment on
personnel matters. The law di-
rector has been in the process
of reshaping his department,
and political observers had ex-
pected him to move to replace
Mongiello following the May
City Council elections, when
Vezzetti had promised "a
purge" of non-supporters from
City Hall.

"AH I can say is that I hope
the director of law was not af-
fected by politics in his deci-
sion," Pasculli said. He and
Roberts said they will look into
the resignation next week .

October, charging it had been ad-
vertised improperly tor bidding by
prospective contractors.

The recommendations of the re-
port are not binding on the judge,
according to sources familiar with
the case, but will be used in de
tennining a settlement, or wheth-
er Mayo Lynch wants to proceed
with a trial.

The value range of the work
performed by Mayo Lynch was
determined based on labor costs
and expenses and allowed the engi-
neering firm a 3 percent profit.

The bulk of the costs, according
to the report, prepared by an Oak-
land company, were for 246 draw-
ings by Mayo Lynch engineers.

Allowing $17.50 to $22.50 an hour
for the completion of the drawings,
each of which took 100 hours to
produce, according to the report,
the total cost of the drawings was
between $674,8t 8 and $867,611.

The report allowed another
$67,500 to $86,800 in business
expenses to produce the drawings.

In its conclusion, the report
cautioned that LMS, the new firm,
should "not indiscriminantly in-
corporate any of Mayo Lynch As-
sociates' work into the LMS design
for the Hoboken plant without
thorough rechecking of all Mayo
Lynch Associates' computations
and assumptions," or without as-
suming fu'.! professional and legal
responsiblity for the design.

Hoboken Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti, standing, yesterday welcomes guests to the Seniors Picnic held
annually at Scheutzen Park in North Bergen and sponsored by the North Hudson Council of Mayors.

Helping the homeless of Hudson County is the focus of a fund-
raising drive of the county's boards of Realtors. The Bayonne,
North Hudson, Hoboken and Jersey City boards purchased 500
containers to collect funds for the area's needy families. Pictured
recently in front of Hoboken City Hall, from left, are: Bob
DeRuggiero, Norms Costa, Carol McKenna and Tony DeLucco.

k club charg
By Jim DeRogatis

Truth, justice and Pussy
Galore triumphed yesterday as
Hoboken Municipal Court
Judge Ross London dismissed
charges against a local rock
club stemming from a contro-
versial flier.

The owners of Maxwell's, a
popular rock club and restau-
rant at 11th and Washington
streets, were charged with
hanging fliers advertising
noise-rock band Pussy Galore

on utility poles throughout the
city last week. London dis-
missed the charges after the
club owners said the fliers
were the work of the band, not
the club

The fliers caused a stir last
Friday when City Hall offices
were swamped with phone
calls from angry residents. The
flier read, in block letters.
"Saturday night only, from the
hate (expletive deleted) capitol
city of the world, Pussy Galore,
Maxwell's."

The Manhattan-based
group, which was named for a
villain in the James Bond mov-
ie "Goldfinger," plays loud, ag-
gressive music and features a
drummer who bangs on pieces
of metal with a hammer. They
have released a critically ac-
claimed record, "Groovy Hate
(Expletive Deleted)," whose ti-
tle includes the same four-let-
ter word residents objected to
on the flier.

Public Works Inspector
Vincent Logan said he issued a

are
summons to the owners of Max-
well's after receiving numer-
ous complaints about the flier.
He cited a 70-year-old city stat-
ute prohibiting people from
posting signs on public proper-
ty. The summons carried a fine
ranging from $50 to $500.

Steve Fallon, a co-owner of
Maxwell's who books the bands
at the club, said he had no
knowledge of the flier, al-
though he hired people to tear
them down as soon as he
learned of the problem. Fallon

d
complained that he was forced
to cancel the band's perfor-
mance Saturday, fearing police
harassment.

"1 was informed that the
vice squad would be appear-
ing," he said.

"Is that another band?"
London asked.

"No," Fallon replied.
"They work for your police
department."

Two members of the vice
squad found the rock club si-
lent when they arrived last Sat-

urday. Police Chief George
Crimmins did not say why po-
lice officers were sent to the
club, although he noted that
the vice squad is responsible
for enforcing morals laws and
Alcoholic Beverage Commis-
sion rules.

In dismissing the charge.
London said the city had not
produced evidence that anyone
connected with Maxwell's was
guilty of posting the fliers. He

See PUSSY GALORE — Page 8

Miracle Tent' gets
By Dominick Calicchio

He didn't quite need divine
intervention, but the Rev. Ge-
rard J. Cleffi will be able to
hold his "Miracle Tent Reviv-
al" in Hoboken after all.

The city Building Depart-
ment ordered Cleffi to halt con-
struction of a 28-foot-high cir-
cus tent Monday because he

didn't have the temporary con-
struction permit needed to
erect it.

Yesterday, workers were
back setting up the 125-by-90-
foot red-and-white-striped tent
on the Ninth Street soccer field
between Jefferson and Adams
streets.

Cleffi yesterday obtained

permits from the Building De-
partment and the city Fire Pre-
vention Bureau after agreeing

Picture on Page 11

to do so during Tuesday s Plan-
ning Board meeting.

"I'm willing to comply with
anything that's within reason,"

he said. "We just wan
duct services and glorify
Jesus."

Cleffi, pastor of Hoboken's
Riverside Assembly of God
Church, plans to hold religious
services under the tent at 7:30
each night, except Saturday,
from Monday to Sept. 8.

Not having the permits

't a matter of trying to skirt
any laws, Cleffi said; he had
just assumed the Planning
Board approval he received
three weeks ago was enough.

City Construction Code Of-
ficial Al Arezzo said he was
satisfied that the tent's two
main-pole, 10 support-pole con-
struction complied with city

head
building regulations and city
Deputy Fire Chief Richard Tre-
mitiedi said Cleffi agreed lo
make seating aisles under the
tent at least eight feet wide and
keep fire extinguishers on the
premises.

The tent material, Pacifi-
tex F-141, was also approved as
fire-resistant, Tremitiedi said.



Board
blocks
tower
14-fIoor structure
said t
By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer

NJ. singers are unofficial
goodwill ambassadors to

namesake town in Belgium

(Above) Tht nigr**'1"* illumination of BrugM' canals recreates the city's 15th-century golden age. (Above right) Emmanuel (Manny)
Leemans, front V * w . wtwwing a dark suit, the music director of the Hoboken Renaissance Singers, and Hoboken Alderman Paul Van

Heyst, standing to his right, with members of ths Hudson County ensemble in the Antwerp city hall

By STEFAN JAMS

m he Hoboken Renaissance Singers of Hudson County
performed American spirituals and a cappella music
of the 16th and 17th centuries during a week-long
tour of Belgium and Holland.

The highlight of the tour came when the chorus
performed in Hoboken, Belgium, and during a lavish '
reception at town hall where gifts between the ciiies
were exchanged.

During the reception, the chorus presented Paul
Van Heyst, alderman of the Belgian tewn, with a key
to the city of Hoboken, N.J., from Thomas Vezzetti,
mayor of Hoboken.

^ • ™ Members of the chorus also read a proclama-
tion from Vezzetti to his Belgian counterparts, declaring
"Hoboken meets Hoboken" day as a special day.

Emmanuel Leemans, affectionately known as "Manny," is
the founding member and music director of the Hoboken
Renaissance Singers. He described the presentation.

"It was very formal, really. We were in a beautiful reception
room with a parquet floor and a massive painting of the Queen of
the Netherlands presenting a key to some worthy-individual in the
background,' Leemans said.

Leemans said Van Heyst presented the chorus with a pewter
plate engraved with the coat of arms of Antwerp (Hoboken is a
borough of Antwerp).

Supposedly, the name of Hoboken in Belgium came from the
expression "High Birch Trees," a far cry from the American
Indian origin of Hoboken, New Jersey*

But the two Hobokens do have something in common, they
were both shipyard towns. At one time, the Holland-America
Cruise Line even docked along the Hudson River.

The docks in the New Jersey torn are relatively quiet now,
but its Belgian namesake, continues to be an active port town.

The tour for the 22 people traveling with the Hoboken
Renaissance Singers was organized by Huub Bartz, music director
of the Oosterhouts Kamerkoor, located in Oosterhout Holland.

Pleas* turn to Pagi 14

HOBOKEN-The Planning
Board yesterday rejected a pro-
posed $7 million 14-Rtorv tower
with a restaurant on top.

Developers Vint^nt and Larry
Wilt submitted plan? for the build-
ing for a vacant let at 79-83
Hudson St., now an empty lot next
to the old Hotel Victoria

Although the building would
require at least six variances, the
mam objection voiced by the site
plan review committee of the
board was location.

"It would stick out like a sore
ifcumb," said board Attorney
ieorge Pappas.

"It would be completely out of
character," agreed planning con-
sultant Ralph Seligman, who
noted that several other de-
velopers had renovated and built
on the block "while maintaining
the historic feel of old Hoboken
downtown."

The committee members also
cited parking and traffic concerns.
The tower plan, which calls for 78
apartments, three floors of office
space and a restaurant, provides
for onlv 87 parking spaces, mean-
ing the oftiu's and restaurant com-
bined would have a trial of nine
parking spaces.

"That doesn't sound like a suc-
cessful restaurant to me." noted
board member James Starrett. To
cap all the objections, the commit-
tee said that an incorrect, inade-
quate application fee had been
paid.

In other business, the Mayor's
Office announced the appointment
of new members U, the Planning
Board, to replace Martin Gill and
Maurice DeGennaro.

William Jones, an architect,
will replace fall, who served for
more than 25 years. Jones will
finish the remaining three years of
a four-year term. Gill had been
serving as a holdover

Peter Alicandri, formerly the
first alternate to the board and
former dirctor of public works for
the city, will replace DeGennaro,
filling out a term that runs until
Dec. 31, 1988.

Pedro Roman, an engineer, will
replace Alicandri as second alter-
nate, serving a one-year term.
Business Administrator Edwin
Chius was reappointed for a one
year term.

Hoboken choir visits Belgian counterparts

TW windmills that are so iaentlllea with Holland are iVvlngly

Continued from Pagu On*

Oosterhouts Kamerkoor was hosted by
the Renaissance Singers last year.

After the reception, the Renais-
sance Singers made their way to Don
Bosco Church, where they shared the
bill with the Pratum Musicum, a re-
naissance choir, and Die Ghespeelkens,
an all-girls choir.

The next day, the newspaper head-
line in the local paper read: "Concert of
Highstanding by the American Hobo-
kenites in Hoboken."

Jim Schneider, a bass-baritone
who sings with the chorus and went on
the tour, found his conversations with
members of Die Ghespeelkens to be
among the most interesting aspects of
the tour.

"These people had a W of chil-
dren, when most of us who had children

dropped out of the chorus," Schneider
said.

"I got a pretty strong feelint nat
they didn't have a feeling about the
New York area that we would be proud
of," he said

"I didn t meet anybody on the tour
who wanted to come to New York," he
added.

A substantial amocut of money for
the tour came from the chorus' adver-
tising revenue, which made it possible
for each individual to make the one-
week tour, including airfare, at a total
cost of $700.

Part of the reason t*te tour was so
inexpensive was because Bart? had ar-
ranged for ( i ieus membei. to stay
with families almost everywhere along
the tour.

Schneider said the families he
stayed with did not watch television. He
added that they expected to open up

their homes for touring artists.
In Holland, thev toured Amster-

dam, Oosterhout, Vollendam and the is-
land of Marken, and indulged them-
selves, Schneider said, with the fine
selection of beer and raw and fried her-
ring sandwiches.

In Oosterhout, the Renaissance
lingers and the Oosterhouts Kamerkoor
rekbrated their reunion in concert.
When they arrived in Vollendam,
Schneider said he was particularly en-
thralled by a museum which boasts 7
million cigar bands, including one fea-
turing the Pope's portrait.

Leemans was enthralled by Mar-
ken, a tiny fishing village where any
resident who marries a non-islander
forfeits the right to continue living
there.

"Everything is made of wood and
painted green and white on the island,"
Leemans said.

Knifing victim
is lucky.to live
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ALLEGED MISUSE
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Builder pressed
By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-At 6 last night,
Jose Massol, 20, limped slowly and
painfully out of St. Mary Hospital.
Less than 24 hours earlier, he had
been stabbed by a 17-year-old boy
in the chest, back, and arm.

"I didn't feel the knife in my
front or back. But when he went
for my face, and I put up my hand

to block him, he got me right in the
bone, the nerve," said Massol,
slowly peeling off his bandage to
reveal two ugly red holes in his
right arm.

The attack was the culmination
of a vicious fight on what police
call the worst corner in the city.
Third and Monroe streets. The 17-
year-old, who is being held at the
Hudson County Youth House in
Secaucus, already has been ar-
rested four times for allegedly as-
saulting the same young girl. The
juvenile is charged with assault
and aggravated assault.

Close to 200 people poured out
of the housing projects and tene-
ments nearby to witness the
melee, which some said was the
result of racial tension between
black and Hispanic youths in the
neighborhood. The assault ap-
parently began when the 17-year-
old, who is black, allegedly began
punching his 16-year-old pregnant
Hispanic girfriend in the stomach.

Victor Garcia, the brother of the
man who eventually was stabbed,
said he was walking by and saw
the beating, and asked the as-
sailant to stop. He said the youth
responded, "Don't you know how
to mind your own business?" then
turned and said, "As a matter of
fact, I'm going to teach you to mind

Please see VICTIM Page 12

your own business," and began to
hit Garcia. A police car coming by
saw the scuffle, the officer broke it
up and told Garcia to stay where
he was.

A short time later, said Garcia,
the 17-year-old returned, holding a
knife and backed by a group of
friends. The fight escalated when
Garcia's brother, who said he was
"walking my girl home from
McDonalds," turned the corner
and saw his brother being hit.

Both brothers said they were
shoved against cars by eight
youths, and hit with baseball bats
and yieces of wood. Within
minutes, police said, crowds
poured out of the adjacent projects
and tenements. A 13-year-old girl
described yesterday how she saw
the 17-year-old jab at Massol with
a knife again and again, then
watched Massol stagger away fronj
the curb where he had been
pinned.

Massol ran toward the hospital
five blocks away, and was picked
up by an ambulance on the way.

A short time later, the juvenile
who allegedly attacked him was
picked up by police s.s he sat in the
courtyard outside his family's
apartment. Half an hour later, one
of the juveniles' friends, Jeffrey
Ferguson. 20, was picked up and
charged with assault with a bat.

The juvenile has been arrested
fbur times before for allegedly as-
saulting the young pregnant girl
he allegedly was punching last
night.

"I know he hasn't had enough
supervision," said the mother
•wearily last night. .

I don't believe he did it,
though, he would have told me if
he did it. There were so many
people out there, nobody could see
anything, they're just trying to put
it on him because of the other
times."

granton
By JEFFREY HOFF
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-A leading local
developer has until next week to
tell the city how he intends to
amend his alleged misuse of a $1.7
million federal grant.

Under options Mayor Thomas
F. Vezzetti recommended in a let-
ter sent on Monday to Anthony
Dell'Aquila, the city could recoup
the $1.7 million the federal gov
eminent granted Dell'Aquila in
1983. The city could recapture the
money to use for construction of
new affordable housing, according
to federal officials.

Under the terms,of the grant, a
large warehouse at 1501 Bloom
field St. was to be renovated and
used to accommodate 300 manu-
facturing jobs by Jury 3. The de-
veloper, however, now is advertis-
ing that office space is available in

building, which is still empty.
Dell'Aquila has not yet re-

sponded to the letter, which was
prepared after a three-week study
for the city by Krivit & Krivit, a
Washington law firm.

According to the l e t t e r ,
Dell'Aquila's options are: sell the
building and use the proceeds to
repay the loan to the city; amend
the original agreement, make an
outright repayment of the loan and
use the building any way he wants
or comply completely and im-
mediately with the requirements
of the loan.

Dell'Aquila could not be
reached for comment last night.

The developer has been nego-
tiating with major New York and
New Jersey real estate investors to
sell the building and adjacent wa-
terfront property, according to of-
ficials of the Community Develop-
ment Agency.

HUMPHREYS

denied
to PA
Hoboken retains
insurance money
•y JOHN ROFF
Staff Writer

A judge yesterday refused to
return to the Port Authority near-
ly $4 million in insurance money
he awarded Hoboken last month.

Judge Burrell Ives Humphreys
of Hudson County Superior Court
in Jersey City rejected the bistate
transportation agency's argument
that it fulfilled its lease for a pier
destroyed by fire in 1982 by propo-
sing a $600 million commercial
and retail development in its
place.

Allen Morrison, spokesman for
the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey said the agency
will "continue with the appeal
process" and that it is still in-
terested in developing the
Hoboken waterfront if city officials
are also "sincere" about the plan.

The judge said that the author-
ity was bound by the terms of a
1952 lease that stated the pier had
to be renovated for marine
purposes within two years of the

. Please see PA Page 8
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insurance payment. He also ruled
that 1983 legislation changing the
definition of marine terminal to
include "Waterfront develop-
ments" does not apply and said
that the authority's proposal is
invalid.

"Partners to an agreement are
presumed to have contracted with
referanee to existing law, not
futuK- law," Humphreys said in a
brief oral opinion. "The expressed
intention of the partners was to be
bound by the statutory definitions
in the laws of 1947, not the statu-
tory definition as it night be sub-
sequently changed."

The judge said he made his
ruling despite there being no pro-
vision in state law that he enter-
tain motions to reconsider pre-
vious decisions. Humphreys ruled
July 15 that Hoboken was entitled
to nearly $10 million in insurance
proceeds. He said yesterday that
he would rule on the motion so the
record will be complete in case of
an appeal.

In his July opinion. Humphreys
subtracted $1.5 million from the
award to Hoboken for a 1984 loan
by the agency to the city to acquire
the land on which Pier B is built,
from the federal government. The
Port Authority since has waived
its claim to $4 7 million in insur-
ance proceeds, turning a check in
that amount over'tr the city the
day after the ruling in what it
called a "goodwill" gesture to the
city, which was experiencing its
annual budget crunch at the time

The exact amount of money
owed Hoboken by the authority
has not been determined. As ot
January, the original $7 million
insurance settlement from Lloyd's
of London had grown to $9.4 mil-
lion.

A taxpayers' suit against the
authority alleging that it has not
lived up to other provisions in the
lease will be before Humphreys for
i preliminary hearing in the fall.



Celebrate the waterfront
SCHOOL

HOBOKEN-The River City
Fair, a tribute to the city's people
and the waterfront, is scheduled

and tomorrow between 10
»"i and dusk.

This us the eighth consecutn
he event • ' -.ird>»<M
>ple are • it the

: i , 'h -itreet on tht Hudson
K - . • A • • • • • • n t

^}«.! n En-
-. i r i n . i n t - ! , 1 •• • ; • • • • • p e r a

tw»n with the city and the Com
munity Development Agency, the
fair committee's major priority is
to illustrate the need.to preserve a
portion of the waterfront a* a
public recreational space for the
community.

Don Cotter, fair director tor five
years, said, "There is a real con-

cern that the waterfront, through
maraivf dfvt'' vi ill be lost
to the citizen:- i-n iorever

"One does n<K have to live in
iM««ken very long to realize the

• il inadequacy of our parks."
>. <>u<-r said. "Four postage stamp
sized parks for a population at
some 40.000 people wedged into a
city of fine square mile does not
come near the recommended stan
dards <>f both the federal govern-
ment ind the state of New Jersey
for a uty of our size and density "

According to Cotter, proposed
development plans by both the
Port Authority of New York and
Niw Jersey and Hart/ Mountain
lnduptnes "show no attempt, or
minimal attempt, to provide ade-
quate open space." To counteract

these u n t i l <|Mt>'(i

mended that 600 linear <eet ot
sh<irehne between Fourth and
Sixth streets off Shore Road be
designated for a waterfront park.

To illustrate the fair commit
tee s prop ' -model
is to bt- c >ut the
weekend

Aside from the model, there'll
be plenty of sights and sounds
geared for all age groups begin-
ning with clowns and makeup ar-
tists, leading up to cabaret-style
entertainment, local rock bands,
along with arts and traits and a
giant flea market

Admission is free. For further
information, dial 288-8811 or
659 1767

board
ripped
Vezzetti hits foes'
lack of mentality

y n m T W ^ .

By DOUGLAS LA VIM
Staff Writer

6 private Hoboken schools
getting, state energy grants
By Jim DeRoRatis

Six private schools in Ho-
boken have been awarded
close to a quarter of a million
dollars in grants to improve
energy efficiency.

The grants were awarded
by the slate Department of En-
ergy. The state was provided
with some $86 million for ener-
gy-related grants as the result
of a legal settlement between
the federal government and
Exxon Corporation last year.

The Hoboken recipients
are. Sacred Heart Academy,
$34,406; St. Joseph's Grammar
School, $23,540; St. Ann's
School, $46,451; Our Lady of
(".race School. $74,465; All
Saints School. $23 622, and the
Community Church of Hobo-
ken. $71,465 for renovations at
the Martha Institute building,
which is expected to be the
future home of the Hudson
School.

The grants can be applied
to cost savings in electrical sys-

tems, window replacement,
heating, insulation and ventila-
tion Energy consulting work is
beine provided by George Wei-
ner of th Gale Corp , an enpi
net-ring and architectural
firm in Basking Uidge.

While the schools are re-
qired to match the grants, the
city Community Development
Agency has pledged its support
in working with the schools
during fundraising drives, ac-
cording to CDA consultant
Jean Forest.

"When you make the effort
as these schools have to help
yourself and bring in public
funds, private donors know you
are serious and are more will-
ing to give," Forest said. "This
will be a public/private effort
to keep the condition of our
schools in quality working
order."

Forest said .she ap-
proached all of the private

schools in Hoboken with the
grant offer, as well as the Hobo-
ken Board of Education. She
said she appeared before the
board twice to convince them
to apply for the funds for the
city's public schools, but the
board declined the offer.

Several members of the
board said they were reluctant
to apply for the grants because
the expenditures could not be
matched because of the board's
financial situation. The City
Council has ordered the school
board to cut $3 million from its
proposed $26 million 1987 bud-
get, and trustees are appealing
to the state Department of Edu-
cation to overturn the cuts.

Forest said there will be a
second round of grants award-
ed next year, and schools that
did not apply for the funds the
first time around will still be
eligible.

City Hall
maybe SALE
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HOBOKEN-Mayor Thomas F.
Verzetti blasted city school of-
ficials yesterday after announcing
the award of $250,000 in state
matching grants to six religious
schools.

Jean Forest, economic develop-
ment coordinator for the city's
Community Development Agency,
said she twice explained the grant
program to public school officials
but only representatives from six
non-public schools applied for the
funds, which are to be used to
install insulation and add other
energy-saving measures.

"It is typi-
cal of the men-
tality of the
B o a r d of
E d u c a t i o n :
Nil," Vezzetti
said at a press
c o n f e r e n c e
yesterday. "It

L. „.. is illogical,"
Vezzetti said,

VEZZETTI a c c u s i n g
school officials of "playing political
games." The board is controlled by
the mayor's political opponents.

The board's offices were closed
yesterday afternoon, and board
members could not be reached at
home for comment.

Forest said the program would
have required the public schools to
spend money on items such as
insulation now, but would have led
to future savings.

George C. Weiner, president of
GALE Corp., which examined the
city parochial school buildings and
helped administrators to apply for
the grants, said that, normally,
only large institutions such as
hospitals and colleges apply for the
program because the application
requires a detailed and expensive
energy audit.

Weiner and Forest said they
believe no other schools in Hudson
County applied for the program.

The bulk of the funds, which
must be matched by the schools in
their own fund-raising activities,
went to Our Lady of Grace School
on Willow Avenue, and the Com-
munity Church of Hoboken school

Please see 8CH0OL Page 8

By~CHRI8TOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-Selling City Hall
and moving municipal offices to a
new building may be the only way
to remedy the poor conditions in
the current structure, the city's
business administrator said yes-
terday.

"It's a far-fetched idea, and I
would rather not move myself,"
Business Administrator Edwin
Chius said. "But if people aren't
willing to spend $2 million and
make repairs, then we have to do
something."

Chius said the needed repairs —
to the building's facade and to its
electrical system, heating and
plumbing — would cost $2 million
or more. He said he received an
offer from an engineering firm
asking for $68,000 to perform a
detailed study of the building's
problems.

Scaffolding placed in April over
the building's facade remains to-
day to protect pedestrians from
falling debris from the decaying
structure.

Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti said
he agreed with Chius that moving
would be preferable to staying.

"This building is falling apart,"
Vezzetti said. "We need a decent
place."

One possible sight for a new
City Hall is the Demarest School
at Fourth and Bloomfield streets.
The Board of Education is con-
sidering closing a school to trim
the budget, and Demarest's declin-

Please see SALE Page 12

the Marth Institute
!. They

on Park

The funds became available as
a result of a settlement between
Exxon Co. and the federal govern-
ment, which bad accused Exxoa <rf
overcharging for gasoline

Exxon agreed to pay $86 mil-
lion to the New Jersey Departmsnt
of Energy for energy-related
grants and subsidies About $20
million statewide is to be used far
the 8 year-old Institutional
Grants/Energy Conservation Pro-
gram

St. Ann's School on Seventh
Street was awarded a $46,451
grant The Academy of the Sacred
Heart on Washington Streeet was
awarded $34,406. All Saints
Episcopal Day School on Washing
ton Street was awarded a $23,622
grant, and St. Joseph'* School on
Jackson Street was given $23,540.

Dept.
shifts
eyed
Council to discuss
iqutaew agencies

The need for costly repairs may force Hoboken to consider selling its
106-year-old City Hall building at Washington and First streets.

JOHN DfCKtR TM€ DISPATCH

mg enrollment makes it a primp
candidate for the new City Hall
site.

City Councilman Joseph Delia
Fave said he would favor using the
school property if it were avail-
able.

"If Demarest were closed, the
use of it would be appropriate," he
said. "It's certainly centrally lo-
cated."

Delia Fave added that he
wanted part of Demarest used for a

student cultural and recreational
center if the school is closed. He
said the site probably is big
enough for both purposes.

The current City Hall building
at Washington and First streets.
built in 1881, was placed On the
National Register of Historic
Places in January 1976. Vezretti
said he does not think the designa-
tion will pose a problem in selling
the structure.

Complaints nbou* the huilriinu

arc nothing new In a story dated
Oct. 31. 1955, The Dispatch re-
ported that a local civic association
had called upon then-Mayor John
J. Gragan to "give serious thought
to construction of a new City Hall
in which municipal services may
be centralized," and that the exist-
ing building "is badly in need of
repairs, which should be made
immediately to keep the structure
in serviceable condition."

•y CHRISTOPHER AVE
and JANET WILSON

Staff Writers
HOBOKEN-The City Council

is scheduled to vote tonight on
whether to create four new depart-
ments in City Hall as part of a
continuing major reorganization
that Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti's
office has argued is vital.

The four areas are a Depart-
ment of Engineering, a Depart-
ment of Finance, a Division of
Personnel and a central purchas-
ing office.

Parts of the reorganization, es-
pecially the engineering and fi-
nance offices, may run into opposi-
tion from anti-administration
council members. Every munici-
pality in the state has been or-
dered to hire a licensed municipal
finance officer by 1990, but be-
cause the reorganization was writ-
ten by staff in the Mayor's Office,
gome council members may try to
hold up the ordinance.

Also, the Department of Engi-
neering is being created partially
to oversee the Building Depart-
ment, according to Councilman
Thomas Newman, who repeatedly
has questioned the legality and
professionalism of department
head Alfred Arezzo's zoning de-
cisions. Some council members
may try to stymie that sur-
veillance tactic.

The personnel division and the
central purchasing departments
will be headed by employees al-
ready in City Hall, who will be
promoted. There may be less de-
bate on those two departments,
since "people are reluctant to step
on those worker's toes," in the
words of one councilman.

The council also may consider
in tonight's scheduled meeting an
ordinance to create a controversial
loading zone on Grand Street.

City Law Director William
Graves met yesterday with Martin
Vitale, the owner of the Foodtown
supermarket here, and drafted the
proposal to create the loading zone.
Graves said the ordinance would
be available to councilmembers to
submit tonight.

The store has maintained a
loading zone since 1985, but be-
cause no ordinance was passed
authorizing it, the zone is illegal.

Two weeks ago, council can-
didate Anthony Russo met with
local residents who complained
about the zone. Russo, declaring
the zone illegal, then spray-
painted over the loading-zone
signs.

Yesterday Russo said he
planned to attend tonight's meet-
ing to oppose the ordinance.

"I'd rather leave it to the resi-
dents to speak," he said. "But if
they want me to speak, I will."

He added that 15 residents were
planning to attend the scheduled
meeting.

Graves said the city was busy
preparing a comprehensive park-
ing-zone ordinance to cover the
entire city.

Parkers due
for permits
By CHRISTOPHER AVf
Statt Write*

HOBOKEN-A long awaited
plan to keep out-of towners from
parking all day on the city's
streets begins today, as city resi-
dents begin registering for parking
permits.

The permit stickers will be re-
quired throughout the city by mid
September for parking for more
than four hours on any non
metered street, Parking Authority
Director Patrick J. Caufield said
yesterday

"Any area within the city that
Please see PERMITS rage 8
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doesn't have meters will be cov-
ered," he said.

He said that parking officials
will enforce the rules, which the
City Council passed as an or-
dinance in February, by placing a
"boot," or immobilizing device, on
the left front wheel of cars that are
parked illegally. The boot would
not be removed until the offending
driver pays a $25 fine.

Caufield said that cars parked
illegally along the streets that are
posted will be given warning
tickets the first few days after the
signs go up.

"1 wouldn't drag it out too long
— a week, maybe two," he said.

Registration is being conducted
this week at the Demarest School
on Fourth Street near Bloomfield
Street for residents of the city's
east side. Every day from today
through Thursday, residents of dif-
ferent sections will be required to
produce a driver's license or an
alternate proof of residency to
purchase the $5 sticker. Regis-
tration is from 4 p.m. to 7:45 p.m.

The dates and corresponding
areas follow:

I 1TODAY: Observer Highway
to the south side of Fourth Street
from Hudson Street to the Hudson
River.

UTUESDAY: The north side of
Fourth Street to the south side of
Eighth Street from Hudson Street
to the Hudson River.

1 WEDNESDAY: The north
side of Eighth Street to the south
side of 12th Street from Hudson
Street to the Hudson River.

1THURSDAY: The north side

of 12th Street to the Weehawken
line from Hudson Street to the
Hudson River.

Residents of other sections of
the city will be required to register
during the next two or three
weeks.

Each resident who registers
will receive one sticker for his car
and two placards that friends or
relatives may borrow- Caufield
said anyone caught selling or abus-
ing the placards will her fined $100.

Councilman E Norman Wilson,
who as City Council president in-
troduced the ordinance last year,
said that continued complaints
about the lack of city parking
space were the main reason for t he
ordinance.

"Commuters were pulling in at
7:30 and leaving their cars here all
day." he said. "They're coming
here because, basically, it's cheap
parking."

Caufield estimated that 2,000
drivers come in to the Mile Square
City and park every day, many of
them staying 12 hours. "It was
becoming a big parking lot, this
city," he said.

He also said that residents of
buildings with free parking ga-
rages would not be excluded from
purchasing the permit. He said he
did not expect many people to try
to sell their permits and make an
illegal profit.

"A few will try to figure out
how to beat the system," he said.
"But I feel most people want this
to work. It would be worse if we
didn't try."

Places set for registration
HOBOKEN—Residents of the following areas here are asked to

register for residential parking permits. Registration is at the
Demarest School on Fourth Street near Bloomfield Street from 4 p.m.
to 7:45 p.m. The cost is $5.

GTODAY: Observer Highway to the south side of Fourth Street
from Hudson Street to the Hudson River.

[1TUESDAY: The north side of Fourth Street to the south side of
Eighth Street from Hudson Street to the Hudson River.

nWEDNESDAY: The north side of Eighth Street to the south
side of 12th Street from Hudson Street to the Hudson River.

LJTHURSDAY: The north side of 12th Street to the Weehawken
line from Hudson Street to the Hudson River
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New school plan deadline sough
-^T~rj . ioaHPrshin in meet vi»ar to correct problems hiring a full-time curriculum Meanwhile, Hob

' .:~.n.« f t*at* «',O.%1 findings in the report.and ore- ^ " ^ " J ^ f ™ ^ ^ ^ S 5 i ! T o e * not im- director. He said he has aP- Committee for QualityBy Jim DeRogatis

Hoboken Superintendent
of Schools Walter Fine has pe-
Utioned the state for an extra
month to prepare an improve-
ment plan for the city's trou-
bled school system.

The state Department of
Education released a contro-
versial report last month, the
result of Level 3 monitoring of
the distiict. Hoboken is re-
auired to formulate an im-
provement plan based on the

findings in the report and pre-
sent it to the state by the last
week in August.

However, Assistant Super-
intendent Frank McGorty said
Fine has requested an addi-
tional month to prepare the
plan. "The problem was not the
45-day time limit set by the
state, but the fact that it fell in
the middle of the summer."
McGorty said.

Problems cited by the state
in Hoboken's Level 3 report
include a failure by Board of

Education leadership to meet
the educational needs of the
community, lack of a system-
wide mission, poor procedures
for evaluating teachers, and in-
structon that is not geared to-
ward helping students meet
state standards for
achievement.

Hoboken is one of five dis-
tricts statewide that has lost its
certification and is under Lev-
el 3 monitoring by the state.
Following the Level 3 review,
the state granted Hoboken one

year to correct problems.
If the district does not im-

prove significantly in that time,
a comprehensive compliance
investigation of the system
could be launched, the last
step before a state takeover of
the district.

Jersey City is the only
school district in the state to
reach the comprehensive com-
pliance phase of Level 3
monitoring.

Fine has said his plan for
improving the district includes

hiring a full-time curriculum
director. He said he has ap-
pealed to Columbia University
and other colleges for candi-
dates and expert help in pre-
paring the improvement plan.

If the state grants Hoboken
an extra month to develop the
plan, it will likely be presented
to the public at a board meet-
ing in late September.

The state will review the
plan, make suggestions and see
that it is followed throughout
the school year.

Meanwhile, Hoboken's
Committee for Quality Educa-
tion is preparing a responsp to
the state Level 3 report. Mem-
bers of the watchdog citizens'
group have criticized the re-
port as missing major problems
in the school system.

Joseph Rafter, a board
member and CQE activist, said
the committee should complete
its report by the end of the
month and submit it to Educa-
tion Commissioner Saul
Cooperman.

affects
Voters

)Pne hundred and fifteen voters
wfl|a registered for this year's mu-
nicipal elections in Hoboken's
Third Ward have been asked to
reregister if they want to vote in
th4 City Council runoff, according
to the Hudson County Bureau of
Elections.

Superintendent of Elections
Harvey Birne said yesterday that
approximately 50 of the voters
have already submitted new regis-
tration forms. Birne said the re-
maining residents must register
by»Sept. 9 in order to vote.

!The Sept. 15 runoff is the result
of > successful court challenge to
th? May 12 election by Anthony J.
Russo, who finished third to in-
cukibent Steve Cappiello, the
fo&ner mayor, and developer
Frfcnk "Pupi" Raia. Russo, a
trfstee of the Hoboken Board of
Education, charged that more than
15t) registrations were not wit-
nessed properly. Judge Dorothea
Of. Wefing of Superior Court in
Jersey City ruled that 115 regis-
trations were improper, according
tolJirne, and later subtracted the
improper votes from the totals.

•As a result, Russo, not Raia,
will face Cappiello in the runoff.

Birne said that the elections
bureau sent two letters to the
voters asking them to submit new
registration forms. He said that
voters who don't comply will have
to'seek a court order approving
th>ir original registration to vote.

£Birne said the new regis
t rations are being examined by
tWp assistant superintendents to
avjf>id new problems.

* —John Rofe



Pholo by Michael Medu

Will the court battle over the Third Ward council race in Hoboken turn off the city's newest voters to politics?

Newcomers say the legends
about Hudson politics true

By Jim DeRogatis

Some of Hoboken's newest voters say they're mad as
hell and not going ft) take it anymore.

Hudson County's reputation for turbulent politics is
well-known from Boston to Virginia and Queens to Arizona,
but a group of 44 newcomers were shocked nonetheless
#hen they found themselves hauled into court simply for
casting tliei»ballots in Hoboken's recent Third Ward City
Council election.

A losing candidate for the ward council seat discovered
a technical glitch rn the voters' registrations that made
them illegal. Candidate Anthony Kusso subpoenaed the
voters, and Hudson County Superior Court Judge Dorothea
O'C Wefing made them reveal their election day choices.

Wefing ruled that the voters had tainted the results of
the May 12 election. She discarded the votes, overturned
the election and ordered a new contest between Russo and
incumbent Steve Cappicllo.

The Jersey Journal contacted more than half the voters
involved in the recent Third Ward court battle. Some said
the experience left them with such a sour impression of
local politics that they will probably never vote in a local
election again.

A loading-tone sign near the Foodtown supermarket on Grand
Street between SiMth end Seventh streets in Hoboken is covered
with white spray paint yesterday. jut SHIW TMI DISPATCH

LOADING-ZONE SIGNS

Russo boasts
of'painting'
By CHRISTOPHER AVE
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-Anthony Russo, a
candidate in next month's 3rd
Ward City Council runoff election,
took credit yesterday for spray-
painting over two street signs near
a supermarket last week, claiming
cars were being towed unfairly.

Russo said he went to the Food-
town loading zone, brandishing a
can of white spray paint, after
meeting Aug. 3 with about a dozen
angry residents. He said he cov-
ered the loading zone signs before

checking with the city to make
sure the zone was illegal. The
supermarket zone is located on
Grand Street between Sixth and
Seventh streets.

Yesterday, two signs, one on
each side of the loading zone, were
covered with white paint, obscur-
ing their n-essage.

"I knew I was totally right,"
Russo said yesterday, after he con-
ferred with city Law Director Wil-
liam Graves.

But when Graves — who agreed
with Russo's interpretation of the

Please see SIGNS Page 6

"Hudson County politics (stink), just like I was told,"
voter Richard Wilson said. "You hear these stories even in
the Midwest. (Hudson County) is legend. But I didn't know
how bad it was until I had to miss work and lose money
because of it."

But others said they will express their outrage at the
polls in the future.

"This is America, you've got to vote," said Honora
Bertelsen, a public relations consultant who moved to
Hoboken last July. "I have no qualms about voting again,
but 1 certainly feel a little bit more jaded."

The voters were all registered during a drive led by
Frank "Pupie" Raia, a condominium developer who edged
out Kusso in the May 12 election but was defeated by
Cappiello in the June 9 runoff. Although the registrants
were all legal residents entitled to vote, Raia campaign
worker Michael Holmes failed to witness their signatures
as they filled out their cards, making the registrations
technically illegal.

Many of the voters maintain they were legally regis-
tered or registered "in good faith ' and their votes should
not have been tossed aside by the judge. They said the

See IT WAS — Page 11.
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law — was told of his spray paint-
ing activity, he responded with
anger.

"If that's the case, he shouldn't
have done it," Graves said. "That's
the kind of self-help we can do
without."

Russo said the zone was ap-
proved by the Planning Board in
1985 for only two months' dura-
tion. He said the store never-
theless has been using the area as
an illegal loading zone for more
than two years.

Graves said he does not know if
the city will refund towing fees
and fines paid by residents during
the last two years.

Martin Vitale, the owner of the
store, was unavailable for com-
ment yesterday, despite repeated
attempts to reach him.

Graves said he told Russo yes*
terday that all loading zones on
city streets require approval by the
City Council.

"If there is no ordinance saying
that is a loading zone," Graves
said, "then it is an illegal loading
zone."

Russo said he checked with an

assistant at the City Clerk's Of-
fice, who told him that no such
ordinance exists for the Foodtown
loading zone. That could not be
confirmed yesterday afternoon.

Russo said he met with about a
dozen area residents last week,
who told him they were angry and
frustrated at the trucks unloading
on Grand Street day and night,
allegedly blocking traffic and
blowing fumes.

One of the residents, Ann Olsen
of the 600 block of Grand Street,
said in a telephone interview yes-
terday that she has been fighting
the loading zone for more than two
years.

She said cars parked there often
are ticketed or towed away at the
owner's expense. . • • *•

Russo, will face Councilman
Steve Cappiello, the former mayor,
in a Sept. 15 runoff election, the
third found of the lengthy 3rd
Ward race. The latest runoff was
ordered by a Superior Court judge
after she ruled that the May 12
election was tainted by ballots cast
by a number of illegally registered
voters.

CHANGES LOOMING tf/'/n
Kinks popping up
in car-permit law
By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-Harold Epstein
has no objection to the new park-
ing restrictions here. He thinks
they're a fine idea. Except some-
body forgot about him.

Epstein is the owner of the 60-
year-old pharmacy at 10th Street
and Willow Avenue. He does not
live here, but he arrives every
morning at 8, and sometimes does
not leave until after 11 p.m.

Please see KINKS Page 22

Cops say vacant buildings
are flop house for vagrants
By DeaiBtek C

Hoboke* public safety offi-
cials are to meet today with the
owner of some Adams Street
buildings which have been
housing up to 20 squatters a
night for the past several
months, police said

Police said one man was
chased from 68-70 Adams St.,
the old Evergood Meat Co , on
Sunday morning after officers
responded to a call about peo-
ple living inside the buildings,
which fire officials said are
owned by Eleanor Singer of
Lera Realty Corp. in New York
City

Singer couldn't be reached
for comment.

Patrolman Rafael Spada-
vecchia. who wrote the police
incident report, said he didn't
know where the man went after
being chased by officers The
city's only homeless shelter,
the Bishop John Mahurter
Shelter at Third and Bloom-

field streets, has been closed
for the last several weeks and
will be closed for several more.

Spadaveechia said police
believed 15 to 20 people would
spend the night inside the
buildings.

The buildings, three con-
nected brick structures which
have been vacant for the last
few years, contained several
mattresses, tables, chairs, a
couch and other furnishings
and were lit by candles, police
said A view of one building's
interior through an open door
yesterday showed water flood-
ing the first floor, with beer
cans and other debris scat-
tered about.

The buildings are located
near the Newark Street inter-
section and are directly across
from the Hudson County Office
of Employment and Training.
I>ots on both sides of the build-
ings also are part of Singer's
property, fire officials said.

Deputy Fire Chief Richard

Tremitiedi said Singer also
owned the property in Febru-
ary 1982, when two New York
City men were arrested in Ho-
boken and were charged with
attempted arson after police
and fire officials found a fire
bomb in the building's base-
ment amid some spilled oil and
an open gas line.

The Evergood Meat busi-
ness shut down about a year
after the arson incident, said
Tremitiedi

Fire officials first became
aware of vagrants in the area in
early July when firefighters re-
sponded to a false alarm at an
abandoned trailer parked in
one of the lots, said Tremitiedi.
A firefighter reported seeing
an illegal electrical hook-up
and some human excrement in
the trailer. Tremitiedi said.

When the city had the trail-
er removed in July, the home-
less broke into the buildings,
which had been locked, Tremi-
tiedi said

It was a rude introduction
to Hudson for new voters

Continued from Page 1

registration problem was a
"technicality" exploited by
Kusso to obtain a new election.

1 was absolutely deprived
of my right to vote." said Mi-
chael Olin, a computer consul-
tant who moved to Hoboken
last July from Albany. "1 wasn't
given any opportunity at all to
assert that I had been regis-
tered properly."

Sylvia Gold, a law student
originally from Pennsylvania,
agreed.

"If the judge felt we were
illegally registered, she should
have taken testimony on how
we were registered We were
the ones put on trial with no
opportunity to be heard."

Daniel Dionne, a bank reg-
ulator from Virginia, said it
was "absolutely ludicrous to
take private citizens who regis-
tered in good faith and drag
them into court because of a
loophole, a technicality."

Many members of the
group said they had heard sto-
ries of politics in Hoboken and
Hudson County before they
moved to the area.

Dwight Dobbins, an art di-
rector who came to Hoboken
from Union County, said he
"heard stories for years. I'm
old enough to remember Boss
Hague, but it was still a little
surprising to see it first hand."

Surprising — and disturb-
ing, Bertelsen said.

"The thing that bothers me
most is that the judge made js
say who we voted for," Bertel-

n said. "This is America and
that's one of things you're sup-
posed to be able to keep secret.
You don't have to tell anyone,
not even your mom."

Some people saw the court
challenge as a way to discour-
age newcomers from getting in-
volved in local politics.

"There are plenty of peo-
ple in Hoboken who'd like to
stop newcomers from voting."
Olin said. "1 feel like they got
the job done "

But the majority of voters
said it was not a question of
oldtimers vs. newcomers.

i t was just one disgruntled
candidate who couldn't accept
that he lost doing everything
and anything he could to over-
turn an election, and in this
case it proved effective," said
Sylvia Liebman. an insurance
broker who came to Hoboken
from Hackensack.

Russo insists the court
challenge was "just my attempt
to secure a fair and honest
election." Both he and Cap-
piello said they intend to pur-
sue the votes of newcomers
during the court-ordered re-
peat of the runoff Sept. 15.

"Turning these people off
on politics is exactly what we
don't want to happen," Cap-
piello said. "We should be in-
viting these people to get
involved."

Citing their dissatisfaction
with Hoboken's skyrocketing
tax rate, poor infrastructure
and troabled school system,
most of the voters said that,
while they are bitter about the
court experience, they will cer-

tainly visit the polls again.
"I have some very strong

feelings about what the candi-
dates said and did, and 1 will
remain an active voter as long
as I can walk." said Joseph
Mangino, an attorney who re-
cently moved to Hoboken from
Manhattan.

Christopher Leggette, a
freelance writer formerly from
Manhattan, said "the whole ex-
perience left me soured, but I
know (my wife and I) will regis-
ter again and hopefully be able
to look somewhat dispassion-
ately at the candidates. After
nine months in Hoboken, elec-
tions seem to be a choice be-
tween which candidate is the
lesser evil."

While Leggette and many
of his fellow newcomers said
the Third Ward election has
left them a bit cynical about
Hoboken polities, they may
still have the last laugh.

"Whether the politicians
like it or not, there are tons of
yuppies moving in and we will
continue to move in," Gold
said. "Alienating the yuppie
vote is not a great idea. When
the numbers are great enough
we will be able to make a
difference."

Architect, engineer picked
by Vezzetti for plan board

Hoboken Mayor Thomas
Vezzetti announced several ap-
pointments to the city Planning
Board yesterday.

William Jones, an archi-
tect, and Pedro Roman, an en-
gineer, are newcomers to the
board. The mayor reappointed
city Business Administrator
Edwin Chius and Peter Alican-
dri. the former director of En-
vironmental Services and
Facilities.

Jones is replacing board
member Martin Gill, whose
term expired several months
ago. Alicandri is moving from
his position as second alter-
nate to first alternate, replac-

ing board member Maurice De-
Gennaro. Roman is filling
Alicandri's old spot as second
alternate.

Also serving on the ten-
member board are Chairman
Michael Ocello, James Starrett,
John Corrado, Thomas Mooney,
Sharon Desrosiers and Coun-
cilman David Roberts.

The Planning Board is re-
sponsible for reviewing new
projects proposed in Hoboken.
The board is in the midst of
preparing a new master plan
that will outline the limits of
development throughout the
city, as well as reviewing a plan

that will set limits on water-
front development.

The Site Plan Review sub-
committee of the board mel
yesterday afternoon in City
Hall and heard a proposal for a
five-story, 14-unit residential
building at 562-64 qkserver
Highway, near Monroe street.

The developers, Jackson
Street Associates, plan to erect
the building at the site of two
smaller apartment buildings
which are currently vacant
The project will be reviewed
by the entire Planning Board at
their next mooting in Septem-
ber. — Jim DcRogatis
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Under the new law, he cannot
park his car in one spot for more
than four hours. Neither can any
of the other merchants here who
own property, pay taxes, but do not
have homes here.

Epstein's problem is just one of
the numerous little kinks that are
cropping up as registration for the
new residents-only parking per-
mits begins. Officials say they are
open to ideas and are not ruling
out the possibility of rewriting the
law, but will give no guarantees
either.

"I'm certainly not closing my
mind, but there are also plenty of
places uptown to park at a reason-
able cost." said Patrick Caufield.
executive director of the city Park-
ing Authority. He mentioned the
outdoor lot owned by Anthony
DellAquila at 14th and Washing
ton streets as one example, with a

cost of about $12 to $15 weekly.
Caufield said the new law was

designed to benefit the merchants
as well as residents, by keeping
spaces free during the day for local
shoppers rather than having them
taken by out-of-town commuters,
who "dump" their cars all day and
grab the PATH train or buses to
Manhattan.

Epstein said he supports the
law's objective. But he said having
to pay for the parking would be a
prohibitive cost for him and for
other pharmacists on his staff who
live out of town. Epstein, who lives
in West Orange, said there was no
public transportation available
from his town. He said if some
provision could not be made for
him. he might be forced to close the
Ion? time business, putting 16 !o
cal people as well as him and the

other druggists out of* work
Caufield said some change in

the law was going to have to be
considered to accommodate doc-
tors, police officers and firefighters
anyway, and that if there were
spaces left over when the reigistra-
tion drive was completed for the
approximate 20,000 cars owned by
residents, perhaps merchants
could be considered.

Another problem mentioned by-
city officials was the potential mis-
use of parking permits by the more
than 400 residents at Marine View
Plaza and other apartment com-
plexes which have their own park-
ing garages. Edwin Chius. city
business administrator, said the
potential was there for someone to
rent out their indoor spot illegally
and make a hefty profit while
parking on the street

PA earned $1.811M
on insurance account

HOBOKEN-The Port Author
ity earned $1,811,000 in interest
from 1984 through 1986 from de
posits of insurance settlement
funds received as a result of the
fire on Pier B in 1980.

The bistate agency released the
report yesterday as ordered by
Hudson County's top judge.

The $7.5 million insurance set-
tlement has been the subject of
lengthy court suits by a citizens'
group, later joined by the city, who
argued that because the authority
had not used the funds as specified
in its lease — to rebuild the pier —
the money belongs to the city.

Assignment Judge Burrell Ives
Humphries of Superior Court in

Jersey City agreed with the
citizens group's contention and or
dered the authority to provide a
fiscal accounting of the money as
well as returning it, plus interest.

The memo submitted by the
Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey shows a total of $7.5
million insurance proceeds were
received from Lloyds of London
between July 18 and Aug. 28.
1984, and that interest earned on
the proceeds from 1984 until last
month amounted to $2,173,987.
The authority said it had not sepa-
rated out the insurance money
from other revenues such as bridge
and tunnel tolls in its investment
portfolio - J A N E T WII.SON
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Click.
"L'Eggs pantyhose make

your legs feel soft and smooth '
Click
"I want to buy a vowel. I'll

have an E."
Click.
I know you took the mon-

ey. Hand it over "
"No I didn t. I don't have

the money."
Bang!'

Click.

sampling of summertime
reruns?

No. just teacher Sally Deer-
mg's acting class lampooning
television in rapid-fire
improvisations.

Youngsters aged 10 to 15
quickly tumble across the
"screen." imitating everything
from inane commercials to ex-
ercise shows They start and
stop at the call of "Click' by
Deering. who changes channels
on a whim like a typical TV
viewer.

The class is just one stop on
a daily whirlwind through the
arts that up to 120 Hoboken
kids have been riding this sum-
mer at the YMCA. 1301 Wash-
ington St.

In other rooms of the build
ings second floor the young-
sters learn about musical in-
struments, try a group dance
routine and create drawings
and sculpture.

The Y's "Summer Arts Pro-
grim." now in the second ses-
J>I a of its first year, was made

possible through a $20,000
grant from the city

The cost includes insur-
ance, salaries, supplies and a
flat rental fee

Organizers hope to get
funding to keep it running
through the fall and winter as
an after-school program

Director Joanna Hefferen
said the program works be-
cause it combines two of the
city's greatest resources. "It

See AKT — Pa* i

Hobdken philanthropes
dies 2 yrs. after dream
By JANET WILSON
Staff

Hoboken Y has youngsters hopping

HOBOKEN-The brick corner
building on Hudson Street has
always been a part of the heart of
old Hoboken.

Across from the railroad yards,
near the piers where thousands of
sailors landed and hundreds of
longshoremen gathered every
morning to hear their names
called off for jobs, it was the Hotel
Victor, and for more than 50 years,
it was owned and run by Kenneth
Rivara.

Rivara, 69, died Thursday

night, f o i l i n g by leas than two
yean* the ^ e u a t of his hotel. Yes-
terday, UjBgttawynMtrtjtntg spoke
ntk gratitude l

He had a heart bigger than U*
world," said Mayor Thomas F.
Vezzetti, whose uncle Fred owned
the bar in the bottom of the hotel
in the 1920s before Rivara's father
Victor, for whom it was renamed,
boughv it.

For decade*, the Hotel Victor
was where men cashed their

Ptease see HOTEL Page 8
J
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Rick Perrins, photo left, dem-
onstrates guitar to youngsters,
while dance instructor Rachell
Palnick, photo above, puts
others through a few turns.

Art program at Y has kids hopping
Continued from Page 1
akes the best in Hoboken, the
irtist community and the chil-
dren that are here, and puts
them in a learning experience
whore they're both giving to
each other," she said.

'Also, the children can ex-
plore careers that they might
be interested in by talking to

professionals in those fields."
It gives children an oppor-

tunity to grow, she said, "not
just in the arts but in their
attitudes and their ways of see-
ing things."

Among the artists serving
as teachers are Deering. a
member of Hoboken's Rene-
gade Theater Company who's

performed on television and in
off-Broadway theater; Rob To-
maro, a musician and former
composer with the Atlanta Bal-
let, and Fat Masters, a dancer
with the Alvin Alley company.

Masters said that after
learning only a few dance steps
some seemingly shy children
gained remarkable poise and

confidence.
"There's something about

the quality of using the body —
and using the mind to control
the body — that helps children
with their self-esteem and
their discipline," she said

The current session runs
weekdays, 9 a.m. to noon or 1 to
4 p.m.. through Aug. 21.

Hoboken woman files suit
against a zoning decision
By Dominick Calicchio

A Hoboken woman said she
missed a deadline for filing an
appeal on a recent city Zoning
Board decision because the
board and city construction
code officials misinformed her
of her rights.

Alisa Del Tufo, owner of
905 .Willow Ave., and the own-
ers of an adjacent Willow Ave-
nue residence, have sued the
board, construction code offi-
cial Alfred N. Arezzo and the
developer of 260 Ninth St.

Del Tufo said Arezzo told
her in March that she didn't
need to appeal the construc-
tion begun on the Ninth Street
property, which abuts her
backyard, because another
property owner, Carol Pas-
quale of 903 Willow Ave., had
already appealed.

The women object to the
plans because the structure en-
croaches on their property.
Arezzo said it .encroaches on
Pasquale's property by five-
eighths of an inch, and on Del
Tufo's by "about a foot." Del
Tufo said it's more like two
feet.

Arezzo said yesterday that
he didn't mislead Del Tufo.

"1 told her an appeal was
taken and it would be the same

as her appeal, but if she
wanted to she could," he said.

But. on July 23, the Zoning
Board dismissed Pasquale's
letter because she used the
word "complaint" instead of
"appeal," officials said.

Neither Pasqualc nor Del
Tufo were then permitted to
file an appeal with the board
because, they were told, a 20-
day limit had expired.

Del Tufo said neither she
nor Pasqualc were ever
warned about the expiration
limit

Pasquale, in her original
letter, and Del Tufo, in corre-
spondence with Arezzo and Ho-
boken Mayor Thomas Vezzetti,
said they weren't informed ear-
lier in the year about the plans
of the Ninth Street property
owner, James S. McNeight, an
architect and developer, to
convert the one-story, vacant
tavern to a two-and-a-half-story
residence.

The Willow Avenue home-
owners said they and other res-
idents should have been noti-.
fied about McNeight's plans so
they'd have had the opportuni->
ty to oppose them at a public'
hearing.

"1 understand it's standard
procedure for the neighbors to
be informed when a building's

going to be built or changed,"
Del Tufo said.

Arezzo said notifying
neighbors of a developer's
plans is the Zoning Board's job.

"If the board did not notify
her of the application and fee,
under state law that's not my
responsibility," he said.

Board representatives
could not be reached for
comment.

A for sale sign dominates the facade of the old Hotel Victor on Hudson and Newark streets in
Hoboken. The hotel, which closed almost two years ago, once was a haven for drifters.
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checks, drank their beers, and
"always had a wonderful plate of
food," Vezzetti said.

"For $1.50, you got a roast beef
dinner, a meat loaf plate," the
mayor said. "It was good, whole-
some food."

There were also numerous hold
ups at the bar because of the large
amount of cash that was always on
hand.

In 1928 and 1929, playwright
Christopher Morley presented a
string of successful melodramas at
the Lyric Theater next door to the
hotel. Every weekend, the ferry
from New York was jammed with
movie stars and politicians flying
their way across the Hudson to see
the shows.

"The sidewalks must've been
lined with limosines',' Hoboken
historian Jim Hans said.

When the moviF stars left, the
Victor stayed. The bar especially
was always a popular spot.

"It had two great big windows,
looking out over everything."

Hans said. "F-ven in the afternnns.
it was a great place to go and
drink."

By the 1970s, with the piers
cloned up and the city deserted, the
Hotel Victor was still a haven for
the men of this city — but they
were the old men now, homeless
drifters in a boom town gone bust.
The Victor, along with the Ameri-
can Hotel next door, the Hotel
Pinto and the Hotel Edwards, all
provided cheap lodgings. Several
longtime residents remembered
Rivara as a man who would never
turn anyone away

"He was tough nn the outside,
almost mean," Hans said. "But he
helped a lot of people out."

"'That hotel was like « beacon
tor people in Hoboken, for anyone
who needed a home," Vezzetti
said But the building also de
teriorated, and there were tales of
rats running freely in the halls. In
late 1985, when the Rivara family
sold the building, it looked like the
old hotel might catch up with the

rest of the city.
The homeless men were dis

placed, including one blind and
deaf ox-Army man who had "just
settled in years before," according
to Sister Norberta Hunnewinkel,
who as director of the Bishop
Mahurter Shelter for the Homeless.

"He knew his way from there to
the Shoprite, even though he
couldn't see," Sister Norberta said

There was talk of a con
dominium, and angry graffitti was
stamped on the sides of the old
building in protest.

The hotel became a symbol of
sorts for the displaced in this city,
with local artists designing a T-
shirt sporting its logo, and donat-
ing the proceeds to the shelter.

Today, the building is up for
sale again, with rumors that the
original buyer could not assemble
the financing to develop it as he
wished. But for those who knew it
as a piece of the Barbary Coast and
later a shelter from the cold, it will
always bo Kenneth Rivara's hotel.
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By Jeni Scanlon

The state Division of Tax-
ation is giving residents of
eight Hudson County communi-
ties an extra 30 days to appeal
the municipal tax bills they
have either just received or are
still awaiting.

The filing deadline was ex-
tended to Sept 14 for taxpayers
in Jersey City. Hoboken. Harri-
son. Guttcnberg. Kearny.
Union City. Weehawken and
West New York, according to
Hudson County Tax Adminis-
trator Stanley Kosakowski.

Extensions were granted
because tax bills were not
mailed out until after July 15 in
those communities, leaving lit-
tle time to file appeals. Kosa-

kowski said.
"The bills were delivered

so late in some instances be-
cause the (municipalities) were
late in approving their budgets,
and then the state Division of
Local Government Services
still had to approve them. And
in some cases, the amounts of
school budgets were in dis-
pute." Kosakowski said

East Newark's tax bills
were not sent out until this
month, and Hoboken has yet to
put its tax bills in the mail, he
said.

Kosakowski said his office
is still trying to secure a filing
extension for residents of East
Newark. That community's tax
rate was not certified by the
state until July 31, and tax bills

were not mailed out until after
that date.

But the state tax division
will not rely solely on the coun-
ty tax division's word that East
Newark's bills were sent out
after July 15, even though it has
proof that an earlier mailing
would have been impossible
because the tax rate wasn't
even certified by the state until
July 31, Kosakowski said. The
state tax divison has postponed
granting an extension until
East Newark's tax assessor
submits an affidavit that certi-
fies the mailing date. Kosa-
kowski said.

Bayonne. North Bergen
and Secaucus taxpayers are re-
quired to file their appeals no
later than 4 p.m. this Monday.

By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer

HOBOKEN-The Board of
Education last night appointed
Elizabeth Falco as the first black
principal in the school system.

Falco, a teacher of elementary
and junior high school students in
Jersey City for 15 years, said she
was "Very excited, and also of
course a little apprehensive." She
said she hoped she would be
selected to head one of the schools
where there is a large percentage
of minority students.

Falco was one of three elemen-
tary school principals appointed.
Kevin Gallagher, a 25-year veter-
an of the Hoboken schools, who is

presently acting principal of De
marest School, and Miriam
Pugliese, head of the Hoboken
bilingual program, also were
named principals. None of the
three has not been assigned to
schools yet by School Super-
intendent Walter J. Fine.

Gallagher is said by several
board members to be a favorite of
Fine's to replace Joseph Buda, who
has retired as Hoboken High
School p r inc ipa l . Char l e s
Tortarella, the popular principal of
the Daniel F. Kealey School, had
widespread support for the high
school principalship, but one board
member said Tortarella had told
the trustees he was not interested
in being transferred. Parents of

Kealey School children also pres-
ented a petition to the board two
months ago requesting that
Tortarella not be moved.

Among other appointments.
James Ronga was named super-
visor of the district's special educa
tion program. Ronga had been
rumored to be on the short list of
candidates to replace Buda as prin-
cipal of the high school as well.

In other business, Trustee
Joseph Rafter spoke up against
paying nearly $20,000 for roof re
pairs to the Joseph F. Brandt
School, saying he had examined
the roof, and said it was not laid
flat, but in waves. He said it would
be impossible for students to use
the roof for gymnastic acitivites as

they had formerly, and also
pointed out that water could soon
collect in pools, Causing the same
leaking problems,that had plagued
the school before.-

Trustee Eugene Drayton, who
had not examined the roof, said he
trusted consultant Joseph Lynch's
opinion that the work had been
done properly, and with Trustee
James Farina and board President
Richard England, voted to pay the
bill for the work.

Even though Trustee Lourdes
Arroyo voted against payment
with Rafter, and Trustees Perry
Belfiore, Geraldine Pantoliano and
Mario Mercado all abstained,
meaning less than 50 percent of
the board had voted in favor of the

payment, the board's attonrey
ruled the vote was valid. Otto
Hottendorf, past board president,
objected, but was overruled by the
attorney.

A resolution by Drayton to rec-
ommend that teachers who live out
of town be allowed to park eight
hours a day in spite of new non-
resident parking restrictions was
passed 7-1, with Farina voting
against it. The resolution will be
brought before the City Council.
According to the new restrictions,
all outof-towners are supposed to
Park only for four hours at a time.
Exceptions already are being con-
sidered for doctors, firefighters and
Police officers.
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mural' in pastels to be displayed
at O Roe gallery next month, the
organizers of the 10th annual
River City Fair were at work,
seeking the answer to that ques-
tion.

"On Monday, everyone says the
fair wa;- wonderful, and they forget
all about *hy we were here," said
Dem Cotter, the chief organizer
Cotter and hib fellow volunteers
aim to make this the year they
don't forget, with hundreds of let
ters distributed to people attend-
ing the fair, urging them to write
their City Council member.

For in spite of arguments
against the idea from city officials,
the fairs organizers are per-
severing, and have even drawn up
plants of what the park could look
like.

On display at the fair were an
architect's renderings of what the
approximately 600 square feet of
city-owned waterfront property be-
tween Fifth and Sixth streets could
be turned into. An arch on the
scale of the one in Manhattan's
Washington Square Park would sit
at the entrance on Frank Sinatra
Drive. At the top would be a
restaurant, leased out to a private
restaurateur, who would pay a
portion of profits to a non-profit
corporation set up to operate the
park.

At the base of the arch would be
spHC* for playing fields, an outdoor
theater, and other recreation facil
ities. The gem of the park would be
a 300-foot-long swimming pool.

The unmasked face belongs to Mark Ippolrto of Hoboken, who sold disguises for the Masque Hysteria
store during the Hoboken River City Fair. OON MCCOV TMS DISPATCH

built on a barge docked per-
manently in the Hudson River
next to the park. All around the
swimming pool and the arch would
be "grass, open space, lots of it,"
Cotter said.

Opponents of the idea, includ-
ing city planner Ralph Seligman
and Councilman David Roberts,
say the open parkland would be an
invitation to crime. They also
scoffed at the practicality of a
swimming pool on a barge.

"Unfortunately, plain parkland
does not work in an urban environ-
ment," said Seligman. "Look at
Central Park in New York City.
It's a policeman's nightmare after
dark."

"What happens if the barge got
cut loose?" said Roberts. "Would

you look up from the pool and find
yourself swimming in Red Bank?"

Cotter countered both argu-
ments. He said the site would be
safer than it is now, with plenty of
open sight lines, and that the non-
profit corporation in charge of the
park also could hire private secur-
ity. He also pointed out that cities
around the country are studying
using barges for everything from
bus garages to prisons.

Both Seligman and Roberts said
they favored recreation uses for
the area, but as part of mixed-use,
low-scale development, similar to
New York City's South Street

Seaport or Faneuil Hall Market
place in Boston.

"That's exactly what we don't
want here," said Cotter vehement
ly. "That's commercial, that's ex-
actly why my parents go to Atlan-
tic City and they can't find a place
to sit down. Because if you sit
down you don't spend money.
South Street is built to keep you
moving. If you stop, you hav*"4o
pay for something. That is not
what we need."

Cotter said he recognized that
the city needed ratahles, and that
waterfront property was valuable.
He said the barge was brought into
the plan for that reason, to min
imize the amount of land needed
while still providing the residents
of this city with sorely needed
recreation space.

Hoboken weighing
sale of City Hall
By Jin

City
ss-*p *

Hoboken officials are con
sidering selling a valuable
piece of properly — City Hall.

City Business Administra-
tor Edwin Chius said he be-
lieves Hoboken should sell the
104-year-old building at First
and Washington streets and re-
locate city offices in the De-
marest School He will discuss
the plan with members of the
City Council (his week

The Hoboken Board of
Education is considering dos-
ing one of the city's seven gram-
'nar schools because of the cur-
rent budget crisis and a sharp
decrease in student enroll-
ment Demarest. located at
Fourth and Bloomfield streets,
is a prime candidate.

" 1 agree with the plan, it's a
good idea." said Mayor Thomas
Vezzrtti City Hall is antiquat-
ed it's hazardous Were sub-
jecting workers to an occupa-
tional hazard."

Chius estimates that it
could cost as much as $5 mil-
lion to restore City Hall. "This
building is literally falling
apart." he said.

"Big chunks oT the brown-
stone are falling off This is a
potentially dangerous
situation."

T h e i l l y w a s i t . j u m d t o
erect scaffolding over each en-
trance to City Hall last \ear to
prevent visitors from being

Set HOBOkEX — Pag? K

Singer Joseph Marques and bass player Bob Massing of the
Lyndhurst band Winter Hours entertain the crowd Saturday
afternoon at the River City Fair in Hoboken.
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Alarm failure lets young burglars loot school
" *- " - • -=- -«• — e—iUir. . ,„„„ m n m loft th*» hniMini> t h e n Avenue home , w h e r e i'

Hoboken weighing
sale of City Hall

By Dominick Calicchio

Two boys were arrested by
Hoboken police Sunday morn-
ing and were charged with re-
moving six computer compo-
nents and two bags of assorted
food items from Hoboken High
School, police said.

Sources said the schools
sound-activated alarm system
wasnt on at the time of the
break-in, shortly after mid-
night. But police said the alarm
had been activated Friday and
just didn't work.

The youths gained access
to the building, at Ninth Street

and Clinton Avenue, through
an open first-floor window on
the Grand Street side, said De-
tective Anthony Anicich.

Police have become skepti-
cal in recent months about the
quality of security at the high
school, Anieich said.

if there haven't been 10

break-ins there so far this year
there hasn't been one," he said.

High school officials
couldn't be reached for
comment.

Anicich said the youths re-
moved four Harris Viewriter
units and two Harris keyboards
from the first-floor computer

room, left the building, then
returned and filled two plastic-
bags with food items from the
school cafeteria.

All told, "they were inside
the building for about five
hours," he said.

The loot was then carried
to one of the youths' Willow

Avenue home, where it was
stored in a basement, police
said, until it was discovered
thereat about 9 a.m. by the
boy's mother. The mother re-
ported what had happened, po-
lice said.

Both boys were released to
their parents, police said.

Developers sue Hoboken board
because project is checkmated

-TT'T
By Dominick Calicchio^ ~ „ October for $365,000 on condi
and Jim DeRogatis o~/3~<vtion that permits had already

been obtained which would al-
The owners of a stalled Ho-

Pfer B in Hoboken sits quietly off the Hoboken waterfront yesterday while city officials and the Fort
Authority of New York and New Jersey continue their battle for insurance money from a 1982 fire.
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LEASE IS DISPUTED

PA still fights for $4M
ranee cash was given to Hoboken

boken development have filed
suit against the Zoning Board
of Adjustment, several city offi-
cials and the property's previ-
ous owners, charging that each
has stood in the way of renovat-
ing their building.

The suit, brought in Superi-
or Court by developers John
Saracco and David Seligman,
names as defendants the City of
Hoboken; the city zoning board
and its chairman, Joel Freiser;
First Ward Councilman and
zoning activist Thomas New-
man; Alfred Arezzo. zoning of-
ficer and construction official
for the city.

The suit also names four
real estate speculators who
sold the property to Saracco
and Seligman: former Law Di-
rector Salvatore D'Amelio Jr.,
Tax Collector Louis Picardo,
Comptroller Matthew Cannar-
ozzi and Mary Cipriani, known
to be Arezzos girlfriend at the
time of the sale.

Saracco and Seligman say
they purchase I the property in

low them to add a floor to the
three-story building and to ex-
tend the structure so that it
almost totally covers the lot.
The permits were granted by
Arezzo. but Newman appealed,
charging that the building
would require variances grant-
ed by the zoning board.

Arezzo issued a stop-work
order in April, but the develop-
ers challenged Newman's right
to appeal the project. A Superi-
or Court judge upheld the
councilman's challenge, and
the zoning board ruled that the
project would have to apply for
height and density variances in
order to continue.

A special meeting has been
scheduled to hear the applica-
tion on Aug. 24.

In their 10-count lawsuit,
Saracco and Seligman chal-
lenge Newman's right to ap-
peal the permits, seek to have
Arezzo's stop-work order re-
moved, ask for damages from
the city as a result of stopping
construction and damages from
D'Amelio, Picardo, Cannarozzi

and Cipriani for "sel ler 's
breach of contract, including
attorney's fees and costs of
suit."

The lawsuit is the second
filed in connection with 201-203
Bloomfield St. City Law Direc-
tor William Graves filed a suit
several months ago charging
D'Amelio with conflict of inter-
est for his role in the develop-
ment while serving as law
director.

The lawsuit attempts to re-
cover D'Amelio's share of prof-
its from the ill-fated real estate
transaction. D'Amelio has not
responded to the suit and no
court date has been set.

Graves said the latest law-
suit is notable "mainly because
it puts Tom Newman and Al
Arezzo on the same side as de-
fendants "Arezzo and Newman
have been bitter enemies and
have frequently fought over
zoning disputes.

Attorneys for Saracco and
Seligman did not return a re-
quest for comment, and it w»»
unclear yesterday how the law-
suit will affect the application
before the zoning board.

•Continued from Page 1
struck by pieces of the build-
ing. Chius said. In addition, the
electrical, plumbing, heating
and fire protection systems are
all inadequate.

"Our inspectors are telling
people that they're not allowed
to have these problems in their
homes, and here City Hall is in
worse shape than any of the
buildings in the city," he said.

Boswell Engineering of
Hidgcfield Park has submitted
a proposal to the city for a
complete architectural and en-
gineering study of City Hall,
but according to Chius. "they
want $68,000 just to tell us what
the problems are."

Chius said he will discuss
the proposal with the council,
but he said "we really have to
ask ourselves whether it is
worth going into bonding and
sinking a large amount of mon-
ey into repairing this build-
ing." The business administra-
tor and other members of the
Vezzetti administration said
they would prefer to see City
Hall 'move into Demarest "

Located in the heart of the
city, Chius said the former high
school is centrally located and
would provide "more than
enough room" for the offices
currently occupying City Hall.
He said the building could also
house the Community Develop-
ment Agency, quartered in a
building at Second and Grand
streets, and the Board of
Health, currently located at 916

(Garden St.. and still have some
space left for a community

'center.
j Police and fire headquar-
;ters would probably not be lo-«
cated in Demarest but in a new
building along Observer High-
way. Chius said. City officials
are negotiating with a major"
property owner to secure land
for the new headquarters,
sources said.

Chius said the city could
build affordable housing or a
new community center at the
sites currently housing CDA

and the Board of Health, or sell
the land to provide additional!
ratables. But the business ad
minstrator noted that there are
several obstacles to the plan.

A committee set up by the
Hoard of Education last yean(
pointed to Demarest as the'i
most likely school to close be-rl
cause it was the largest, least- ' |
utilized and most expensive to
maintain. It is located near two
other grammar schools that
could absorb the students with- .
out making them travel too far.||

However, a strong group of
parents and teachers has lob-||
bicd against closing DemarcstJ
and several board members I
said they were leaning toward*]
closing the Rue School instead. ]
The board is expected to pur-1'
sue the school closing issue in
September and could reach
decision in the near future.

Hoboken might also have0

problems in selling City Hall/
Chius said. The land where the1

building is located was donat-'J
ed by the Stevens family in1

1880. "to have and to hold . . . as'
long as (it) shall be used as a
site for a City Hall." '

A clause in the conveyance ,
stipulates that if the land is no rj
longer used for a City Hall,1
ownership reverts to the Ste-,
vens family, or their successor,'1
the Stevens Insti tute of'iO|
Technology. °"

"We would first have to get
Stevens to agree to give us the!
land," Chius admits. t

City Hall is also listed o n 2
the national Historic Register, ̂
and any potential buyers would6

haye to understand that the*
building could not be sultstan--
tially altered. *w

Still, Chius believes the
building's prime location0 1

would be an asset, and devel-)n

opers could restore City Hall tqp'
the Second Empire splendor it1'
displayed when it was complet-
ed in 1883. He said potential
buyers interested in the histor-
ic property can contact the*
business administrator's office
at 420-2011.

By JOHN ROFE
Staff Writer

The Port Authority today is
expected to make a last-ditch effort
in court to save nearly $4 million
in insurance proceeds that Hudson
County's top judjje awarded to
Hoboken la*t nutnth * •

In a three-page letter of memo-
randum filed for the hearing, the
Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey says it has lived up to
a 1952 lease that demands it main-
tain Pier B on the city's waterfront
for marine purposes by proposing a
mixed-use development for the
site.

The letter cites a 1983 state law
changing the definition of marine
terminal to include "projects for
the revitalization and economic
development of waterfront proper-
ty which is not in use" tor marine
purposes.

Under the expanded definition,
a $160 million plan that includes
condominiums, office space and
stores that was submitted by the
authority to the City Council in
1985 satisfies the lease, according
to the court papers.

The letter further charges the

city with causing the authority to
miss a two-year deadline to reno-
vate the pier by not approving the
plan.

The authority is not seeking the
$4.7 million in insurance money it
voluntarily paid Hoboken last
month when Assignment Judge
Burrell Ives Humphreys of county
Superior Court in Jersey City
termed equating the 144-acre de-
velopment with renovating the
pier for marine use "bordering on
ludicrous."

What remains is nearly $4 mil-
lion of what was $10 million in
insurance the authority received
for the 1982 fire that destroyed the
pier. Besides the money the port
agency is not seeking, the judge
subtracted a $15 million loan
made by the authority to Hoboken
so that the city could acquire the
pier from the federal government
in 1984.

Richard Seltzer, the Jersey City
attorney for the 10 Hoboken resi-
dents who took the authority to
court for the insurance money,
said in his brief that the author-
ity's argument was too little, too
late.

"The Port Authority is engag-

ing in desperate hindsight by
trying to change the rules of the
game 35 years after the game
started," Seltzer said. He added
that the authority had as much as
pleaded guilty to not living up to
the lease by not renovating the
pier within two years of receiving
the insurance proceeds, regardless
of whether the city had approved
its plan.

Hoboken Law Director William
Graves, in a letter to the court,
contended the authority's argu-
ments could "have constitutional
problems," violating a ban against
retroactive laws. ^

"You can't pass ex-post-facto
laws," Graves said. "They didn't
address that in their brief.''

Humphreys has presided over
other litigation involving the au-
thority. On Tuesday, he ruled that
a citizens group also could sue the
agency for not living up to the
1952 lease. He said it is clear that
some of its provisions had been
ignored because of the lack of
development on the city's water-
front at the same time that other
municipalities were enjoying
growth — and revenue — from
theirs.

Hoboken wins round in fight for $4M
R n™ rw.Rntratis ^ * ~ ^ v i t h the PA. over its 1952 lease Negotiations on the pro- C0Urse of action.
By Jim utKogaub ^_^_fyof t h e H o b o k e n waterfront, posed Hudson Center develop-
By Jim DeRogatis

The Port Authority lost an-
other battle yesterday in the
fight to retain nearly $4 million
owed the city of Hoboken.

Hudson County Assign-
ment Judge Burrell Ives Hum-
phreys denied a motion by the
PA. to reargue its case to keep
the funds, a portion of a $9.7
million insurance settlement
received by the authority after
a 1980 fire destroyed a pier it
leases from the city

Humphreys ordered the
PA. last month to return the
money to Hoboken. The author
ity presented the city with $47
million immediately for use in
the 1987 budget, but retained
the rest of the money pending
an appeal of the case.

The judge also ordered the
authority to provide a full ac-
counting of the funds to the
city. The deadline for the ac-
counting was set for tomorrow,
but Humphreys extended the
time limit until Monday.

Meanwhile, the city is gear-
ing up for another court fight

•i the PA. over its 1952 lease
oi the Hoboken waterfront.
Humphreys ordered the city
Tuesday to join a lawsuit insti-
tuted by a local citizens group
against the PA.

People Advocating -Sane
Solutions is attempting to
break the P.A.'s leasehold to
the waterfront and open the
valuable land up for other de-
velopers. The authority and the
city have been negotating a re-
stated lease that would permit
the PA to build a massive, $600
million development at the
site

Under the terms of the 1952
lease, the PA. retains control
of the land until 2002 for the
purpose of operating a marine
terminal. But PASS argues that
the authority broke the lease
by allowing the piers to remain

eCity Law Director William
Graves said yesterday that he is
preparing a complaint against
the PA. in answer to Hum-
phreys' order. Graves said the
judge will likely join the city s
complaint with the PASS suit.

Negotiations on the pro-
posed Hudson Center develop-
ment were halted last Febru-
ary in the midst of the
controversy over the insurance
funds. City officials met
Wednesday to discuss strategy
for resuming talks with the P. A.
but were undecided about a

course of action.

P.A. officials have not com-
mented on either the insurance
lawsuit or the court challenge
to the lease, and it is unclear
how the court battles will af-
fect the future of the
development.



Pier insurer paid pier insurer paid P.A. $9.6 million
^ ^ • • n,.nm:4ti s.aifl the r-A. Wll

P.A. $9.6 million
r. ?

By Jim l*R»gati* ^ w

The Port Authority provid-
ed Hoboken officials with the
first official accounting yester-
day of the insurance proceeds
collected from the 1980 fire
that destroyed Pier B.

The authority's accounting
department provided a copy of
an internal memo to city Law
Director William (iravts that
set the final figure collected at
$9,6?3,ye7. including*.interest
up to July. The funds have been
the subject of a court battle
that began last February

According to the P.A.
memo, from comptroller Fran-
cis Gorman, the authority col-
lected $7.."><M).OOO in insurance
payments from Lloyds of Lon-
don between July 18, 1984 and
Aug. 28.1984. from a fire which
leveled Pier B on Oct 31. 1980

Under the terms of a 1952
lease, the PA rents the piers
from the city for the purpose of
operating a marine terminal.
The piers have been dormant
for nearly a decade. The P.A.
and the city have been negoti-
ating a new lease that would

allow the authority to build a
massive. $600 million develop-
ment at the site, but talks broke
down during the controversy
over the insurance funds.

The whereabouts of the
funds were fiiisl questioned by
Mavor Thomas Vezzetti s Wa-
terfront Advisor! Committee
last October and the PA re-
fused to provide an accounting.
The authority claimed it was
authorized to use the money as
parf'of the proposed Hudson
Center development, but city
officials challenged the claim
and joined a lawsuit instituted
by a local citizen's group, Peo-
ple Advocating Sane Solutions,
in an attempt in recover the
money .

Hudson County Assigne-
ment Judge Burrell Ives Hum-
phreys ruled in the city's favor
last month, ordering the P.A. to
return the money plus interest
and provide the city with a full
accounting. The judge allowed
the authority to retain $1.5 mil-
lion from the amount as repay-
ment of the 1984 loan which
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enabled the city to purchase
the three wat* ersfrom
the federal g< t

The PA pans • - 7
million immediati u
the 1987 budget John Daaevaa,
the PA's manager of govern-
ment and community relations
for the department of economic
development, said the author-
ity is holding the rest of the
money pending an appeal of
Humphrey's ruling

According to the figures in
the accounting, the PA still
owes Hoboken $3,473,987. plus
the interest that accrues as the
PA holds the funds The memo
states that "consistent with es-
tablished PA practices . . the
insurance proceeds together
with unspent proceeds of P.A.
Consolidated Bonds and Notes
are being invested on an inter-
im basis in obligations of the
U.S. Government and collater-
ized time accounts."

The memo states that "it is
not possible to specifically

l d e n U f > securities P ^ « ^ ? ,
with the insurance proceed*

-4 is figured as a pro-
share of the earnings

on the entire portfolio"

Donovan said the PA. will
continue to provide the city
with periodic accountings of
the funds as it pursues the case
in the state Appellate Division.

CRy planners
a strain on services
By JANET WILSON
Stdt' iVtw

14-story apartment complex
proposed near PATH station

PLANNERS
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proval for a giant development at
the southwestern edge of the city.
"Shadows don't pay taxes, you
kno*."

Conflict between the developers
and the planners is being ex-
acerbated by the location of the
land that is left. With the core of
the city's brownstones and tene-
ments successfully renovated and
maintained, and laws strictly rein-
ing in developers' abilities to dis-
place low-rent tenants, developers
are looking increasingly to the
edges of the city, and seeking to
build brand-new, highrise towers.

West Bank Construction Corp.
has received approvals to erect
residential highrises both on

H -While developers
dream and .scheme about exciting
new projects for the mm******
pieces at land in this city, city
planners are growing more wor-
ried about the strain the huge
projects will place on the city's
infrastructure.

"We're not allowed to have the
big dreams," said Ralph Seligman,
consultant to the Planning Board,

ath "We have to make it

work * „__
The main points of concern are

e, traffic, parking, and mainas-ttr-s:

Weehawken Cove and across the
street from City Hall, where the
ShopRite grocery store now sits at
the southern end. Developers are
putting pressure on city planning
boards and elected officials »o open
up the industrial northwestern
edge of the city as well, and to
allow a boundary of highrises
along Observer Highway and New-
ark Street to match downtown
Jersey City's altering skyline.

"The perimeter theory makes
sense," said developer Lou Mont,
Weiss' partner. "It allows the city
to bring in ratables that will lower
taxes, and preserves the neighbor-
hoods of the city."

"Do vou want Manhattan, or do

you w a n t P a r k S lope in
Brooklyn?" retorts Seligman.
"What they are proposing is a
faceless wall along Observer High-
way."

Nevertheless, tht titv is plan-
ning to sell some of its own land
along Observer Highway for the
construction of nine-story towers
to the highest bidder. The state's
Economic Development Authority
also completed a survey of the
former industrial and manufac-
turing quarter of the city, and may
concede parts of the arta to de-
velopers who want to construct
more residential units. But the
agency refuses to eliminate the
industrial zone all together.

"Anyone who says Hobcken
should just be a bedroom communi-
ty just does not care about the
people who live in this town, who
work in this town, and who need
jobn to support their families," said
Michael Coleman, director of the

« j L « » retort that the city »
trying to exerciee too much con
^ , dragging its feet and costing
the ta*l>ayers money

"Do we want Hoboken to be in
the shadow of Jersey City's high-
rises?" developer Sandy Weiss said
last week. Weiss is seeking ap-
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Community Development Agency.
Some developers, such as Mont,

agree with that, but still think the
city has to speed up its planning
processes, and stop legislating
against development.

"You can't empty out buildings
anymore, you can't float rents If
you don't swing the laws toward
the landlords a litle, in 10 years
you're going to have people walk-
ing away from Hoboken again," he
said.

"We are not going to allow
money-hungry developers to dic-
tate to us," countered a mayoral
aide who did not want to be named.
"This so-called renovation has not
provided a rosy tax relief picture,
it has increased the amount of
money the city has to spend on
services that are already over-
burdened. It's taken us two years
just to begin to straighten out a
sewerage system that was a mess
for the last 15 years."

By Jim DeRogatis

A developer wants to build
a 14-story housing and restau-
rant complex on a Hudson
Street parking lot near the
PATH station in Hoboken.

The city Zoning Board ol
Adjustment will consider vari-
ances at its next meeting for
the project at 50 Hudson St..
adjacent to the now-defunct
Hotel Victor and across from
the former American Hotel,

Vincent Wilt, who previ-
ously built a condominium de-
velopment, is requesting
height, density, parking and lot
coverage variances for the $7
million. 78-unit project

Designed by Jersey City ar-
chitect James Lindemon, the
project features three stories
of on-site parking, a ground
floor which recreates the fa-
cade of the old Lyric Theater,
which once stood at the site,
and a top-floor restaurant with
a view of the Hudson Kiver and
New York skyline.

Plans for the building were
first presented to the board
several weeks ago, but it re-
quested a review by the Plan-
ning Board.

City Planner Ralph Selig-
man. a consultant to the Plan-
ning Board, is preparing a re-
port pointing to several
problems with the
development.

According to Seligman, the
location is one of the worst "hot
spots" for traffic congestion in
the city because of the nearby
PATH, bus and NJ Transit sta-

tions. Parking for the building
would exit directly onto Hud-
son Place, posing potential dif-
ficulties during morning and
afternoon rush hours, he said.

Seligman also questioned
the height of the building,
which he said is out of propor-
tion with other nearby
structures.

Residents finds wrinkles
in seeking parking permits

Variances thrown out
A Superior Court judge in

Hudson County ruled yester-
day that variances have ex-
pired for a seven-story Hudson
Street project in Hoboken be-
cause the developers failed to
act within a year.

Judge John McLaughlin
dismissed a case brought by
developers Kdward Carcich
and John Lewis, a Hoboken fire
captain. The developers were
challenging the city Law De-
partment, which ruled that
they forfeited variances grant-
ed by the city Zoning Board of
Adjustment for a development
at 224 Hudson St. because they
did not begin construction

within a year of receiving
board approval.

City Attorney Maureen
Schweitzer said the ruling set a
precedent and shows that the
city will enforce the zoning or-
dinance. The one-year time
limit on variances is seen as
one way of clamping down on
real estate speculators who
"nip" development projects for
a higher price after securing
zoning board approval.

The developers must now
return to the zoning board with
a new application or keep the
project within zoning limita-
tions, Schweitzer said. — Jim
DcKogatis

Continued from Page I
Hudson Street to the Hudson
Itiver. Registration will contin-
ue this week for residents ol
the city's eastern edge, who'll
sign up on days assigned ac-
cording to where they live.

Residents interviewed last
night mostly supported the new
plan, hoping it will mean an
end to their parking woes.

"We have to do something,"
said Jose Molina. "Parking
here is really very bad."

"Sometimes 1 don't go out
during the week because 1
know if I lose my spot — forget
it," said Norma Molina.

Mahesh Purohit said he
thinks it's unfair that residents
sometimes have to park in me-
tered spots while outsiders
park for free on the sidestreets.

"When 1 come home from

work I have to circle around
three or four times at night," he
said.

Still, the new ordinance
has critics. Some are people
who live out-of-city but work in
Hoboken. The ordinance, as it
stands now, doesn't accommo-
date them. Caufield said the
intent is to encourage use of
public transportation, but Wil-
son said a compromise may be
worked out in the future.

Others, like resident Si-
mone Talarico, say the city
won't be able to enforce the
new law because out-of-
towners will continue to park
illegally.

"People disregard vevery-
thing in this town," ahe.««id.

Residents who don't own

cars were also concerned that
they won't be able to entertain
guests who drive. But Council-
man E. Norman Wilson, who
sponsored the ordinance, said
yesterday that non-drivers are
welcome to slap down their
five bucks, too.

Between 5 p.m. and 6 p.m.
last night many of the dozen-or-
so registration workers at De-
marest had little work to do as
applicants were dropping by
infrequently.

Every few minutes, when
somgojie came in to sign up, a
worker would guide the appli-
cant in writing his or her name,
address and license and regis-
tration numbers on the form.
Then the worker would direct
the applicant to the cashier.

Cop's badge blunts deadly thrust
}3~.T 7-/7-

By Dominick Calicchio

Everyone's heard stories
about soldiers who would've
died but for the Bibles in their
breast pockets, and about cops
who would've died but for the
bullets bouncing off their
badges.

Hoboken detectives don't
know from stories. One of their
own, Det. Thomas Cahill, was
thisclose to being seriously
wounded by a suspect wielding
a sharp screwdriver. But Cahill
was saved by the nine in his
badge No. 190.

Cahill was backing up offi-
cers who had responded to a
repo t of two men trying to
steal a Datsun at Fourth and
River streets on July 28.

As he approached suspect
Jose Vargas, 19, of Union City,
Vargas wqpped out a screwdriv-
er and lunged at Cahill, police
said.

"Had it not hit that badge it
would've went inside his chest,
causing either a serious or fa-
tal injury," said Police Chief

Photo by Steve Gotecki

The battered
Cahill and

'9' is all that ftood between detective Thomas
the deadly thrust pi a ''sharpened screwdriver.

George Cnmmins Later, he
said, "Cahill was quite shaken
about it, and very
understandably."

The nine on Cahill's badge
had been dented so severly
that Crimmins jssued the de-
tective another* badge with a
different numbe*.

As for Vargas, lie and Ed-
ward Pagan, 21, of Union City
were charged with burglary, re-
ceiving stolen property, posses-
sion of burglary tools, aggravat-
ed assault and with possession
of a weapon.

Police said Vargas and Pa-
gan were in the middle of using
an ignition switch device to
steal a Datsun parked among
five cars at the intersection.
Lieutenant Martin Kiely said
police are investigating a
seemingly connected series of
Datsun thefts believed to have
been performed with the use of
the device.

Kiely said many such thefts
have been reported in Union
City and appear to be spread-
ing to Hoboken.

Parking permits
have wrinkles

J.T. *-/
By Dominick Calicchio

Registration for Hoboken's
new residents-only parking
program began last night in the
Demarest School on Fourth
Street and, like many people
who showed up, Jim Ward
walked.

"If you get a parking space
this time of night you certainly
don't move your car," he said.

Truth is. Ward walked to
Demarest three times before
finally getting his parking
sticker and visitors' cards. It
seems the ads the Hoboken
Parking Authority placed in lo-
cal papers last week weren't
exactly accurate.

The ads told applicants to

VEZZETTI

bring a license OR registration
instead of a license AND regis-
tration. There was also no men-
tion of a $5 registration fee.

"Nobody's perfect." said
Patrick J. Caufield, executive
director of the Hoboken Park-
ing Authority and supervisor of
last night's registration. "What-
ever kinks we find will have to
be ironed out. We're only
human."

The residents-only parking
program is based on an ordi-
nance passed in January by the
City Council as a response to
out-of-city drivers parking on
local streets, taking away
scarce parking from residents.

Registration last night was
for residents living from Ob-
server Highway to the south
side of Fourth Street, from

See RESIDENTS — Page 8

ayor
rips ed
board
Vezzetti threatens
to withhold $1M
By JANET WU.SON n /
Staff Writer X>^/L7C^1

HOBOKEN-Mayor Thomas F.
Vezzetti, enraged by what he
called "scandalous patronage ap-
pointments" by the Board of
Education, threatened yesterday
to keep the schools closed in Sep-
tember rather than turn over near-
ly $1 million in tax money to the
board for its payroll.

He also has requested that the
state Attorney General's Office be-
gin an investigation.

T r u s t e e
James Farina
was equally
angry in his
r e s p o n s e ,
saying that, if
necessary, the
board will sue
the mayor to
force him to
hand over the
money.

"I'll bring the kids up to his
office if I have to," he said.

The board made several ap-
pointments Tuesday night that the
mayor found objectionable.

James Ronga was named head
of the Special Education Depart-
ment, Elizabeth Falco was made a
principal, and Patrick Pantoliano
was named to the new post of
acting custodial supervisor.

Ronga is a leader in Farina's
Young Democratic Club, an in-
fluential local politcal organiza-
tion. Falco is the wife of Sgt.
Buddy Falco, a close friend of
Trustee Eugene Drayton. Pan-
toliano is the husband of Trustee
Geraldine Pantoliano, and also is
Farina's cousin. Geraldine Pan-
toliano abstained on the vote con-
cerning her husband's job.

"These are political payoffs,"
Please see BOARD Page 15

Ho
By Dominick Calicchio

If there's a theme for this
year's River City Fair in Hobo-
ken its probably "More Mu-
sic " Organizers say the cabaret,
and main stage will each fea-
ture more bands, playing a wid-
er range of styles.

The annual fair will be
held from 10 a.m. to dusk on
Saturday and Sunday at River
Boad between Fifth and Sixth
streets. The event will include
lots of food, entertainment a
flea market, arts and crafts
booths and special activities
for children.

Main-stage organizer Todd
Abramson said rock n roll
fans are sure to be pleased by
this year's lineup.

-There's a much better va-
riety this year," he said. "The
second day there's some New
York bands and there s Un-
tamed Youth from Missouri."

The homegrown talent also
displays diverse styles, he said.

Icen's River City Fair starts on Saturday
BOARD
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Roundup and the
Walking Wounded are country-
influenced, whereas Gut Bank
and Carey's Problem are more
noise-oriented."

Sets start on the hour from
noon to 6 p.m.. Abramson said.
Bands performing Saturday, in
order, are Walking Wounded.
Pegasus, The Vines, Raunch
Hands. Gut Bank, Winter Hours
and Tiny Lights. On Sunday,
Untamed Youth, Carey's Prob-
lem, Alter Boys, A-Bones,
Vince Brenicevic's Air Force.
Last Roundup and the Ben
Vaughn Combo comprise the
bill.

"Vince Brenicevic's Air
Force is kind of a one-shot deal
for the River City Fair ."
Abramson said. "It's made up
of members of a lot of different
bands who'll be playing
together."

Cabaret organizer Darcy
Martinez said fair-goers who
prefer a more intimate setting
for their music won't be

disappointed.
"Most of the groups per-

forming on the cabaret stage
either live in Hoboken or have
members who are from Hobo-
ken," she said.

Performing on Saturday
will be jazz drummer Don Car-
ter at 1 p.m., the Mt. Olive Bap-
tist Church Choir at 3 p.m. and
the Attic Ensemble theater
group at 3:30 p.m.

Sunday's lineup begins at
12:30 p.m. with jazz and blues
singer Lyell Gressit and contin-
ues with performances by the
Hoboken Rennaisance Choir at
1:30 p.m., Gene the Plumber at
2 p.m., guitarist Tom Vincent at
2:30 p.m., Joey Wile and Marco,
a guitar and acting duo, at 4:30
p.m. and Don Carter again at 5
p.m.

Fair chairman Don Cotter
said that, as in years past, the
goal of the River City Fair is to
insure public access to the
city's waterfront.

The Hoboken Environmen-

tal Committee, sponsors oi the
fair are working on architec-
tural plans that would require
developers to yield to a park
the committee hopes to see
built, he said.

"We don't want to have to
just react to (plans the develop-
ers make for public park

space)," Cotter said. "We want
to have our own public park
plan and say to them, 'Look, if
you're going to develop the wa-
terfront, you've got to include
our park.' "

Some of the money raised
at this year's fair will go toward
"hiring a lobbyist who'll try to

find, legally, money that's
available to save that space,"
he said.

The River City Fair Com-
mittee is made up of about 30
volunteers who prepare the
grounds, print fliers and post-
ers and book the entertain-
ment, Cotter said.

roared Vezzetti. "The Board of
Education has defrauded the City
of Hoboken and its children for
years, and this is the perfect cul-
mination of it."

Farina agreed the appoint
ments were political. "Such is
life," he shrugged "Everything's
political."

Farina said Vezzetti "is crying
because he didn't pet to make the
appointments," because hacked
the losing slate in the April school
board race - the Committee for
Quality Education.

The school board last night re-
quested that the city transmit
nearly $1 million for the month of
September for current expenses,
and another $134,000 for debt ser-
vice on capital expenditures. The
normal procedure is for the Busi
ness Administrator's Office to pre-
pare checks to be signed by the
rrtfcyW, the city comptroller and
the city tax collector. All three
signatures are necessary' for the
checks to be cashed.

No one ever has refused to sign
one of the checks to the Board of
Education, according to several
city officials, but the mayor did

win another legal battle last year
when he refused to sign over a $1
million payment to Mayo. Lynch
Associates for design of a new
sewage system because, he said,
the work had not been done proper-
ly-

A Hudson County Superior
Court judge agreed, and the city
has yet to pay the bill.

The battle between the mayor
and the school hoard follows con-
siderable strife between the board
and the City Council th's spring.
The council voted to cut the school
budget, which is the largest seg-
ment of the city's total budget, by
$3 million. The board is appealing
that cut to the state commissioner
of education, and made the promo-
tions and appointments last night
on the assumption that it will
regain the slashed $3 million.

The board here spends more
money per child than any otKer
municipality in Hudson County,
yet has among the lowest reading,
writing and math scores in trie
state. The district is now under
Level 3 monitoring, meaning that,
if it does not make drastic improve-
ments in the quality of education,
it could be taken over by the state.



Grass now grows on once-busy piers
River traffic a shadow of its glory years

Brooke \. Masters

The Hudson River is> wide,
slow-moving and calm Only an
occasional tugboat or tanker
breaks up its peaceful expanse.

But only a few decades ago.
the water and the piers along
the Gold Coast swarmed with
activity

Boats often had to wait
nearly two hours just to unload
their freight Between the ferry
lines, the railroad car floats,
and the tug boats, each with its
own horn, the river looked and
sounded just like a New York
traific jam

"Steam whistles were often
tuned so that they blew several
notes and the effect was a
chord. Each company had a
certain sound and when you
heard a whistle you could tell
what company it was," says
Conrad Milster who has been
recording harbor sounds for
more than 20 years

Retired harbor worker
Frank Karton of Bayonne says
that he particularly noticed the
heavy water traffic on cold win-
ter days.

•Sheet of ice'

"You'd come in in the
morning and the river would be
one sheet of ice. But so many
ships used to come in that they
broke the ice right up," he says.

Between 1910 and 1960,
New York and New Jersey
made up the leading port in the
world, as cargo and immigrants
sailed in from the Atlantic on
ocean-going liners, travelled
across the harbor on barges,
lighters and ferries and met up
with 13 different railroad lines
on the New Jersey side of the
Hudson River.

"New Jersey is where the
railroads came to. Everything
had to be shipped by water
from there. The amount of wa-
ter traffic is quite unique
among world ports," says Nor-
man Brouwer, historian at the
South Street Seaport. "The Jer-
sey shore got to be one long
freight terminal. Railroads
wjere also transporting large
numbers of people west, and
they caught the trains in New
Jersey."

Unlike most world ports
where railroads can transport
goods directly to the berths of
large vessels. New York's and
New Jersey's deep sea ports
were cut off from its railroad
terminals by the Hudson River,
so the port developed a unique
method for transferring cargo
called -"lighterage."

Traffic jams alleviated

Small boats, many of them
bearing a built-in crane for un-
loading goods, would take car-
go off the ocean-going ships to
lighten them, so they could be
anchored at shallower boats.
Gradually any boat used to take
cargo between two terminals or
between a terminal and a

"A lot of people
who worked on
the railroads
talk about how
they would
never move
from the river.
Being
associated with
the river is the
most important
thing that
happened in
their lives."

Despite the heavier traffic,
the Hudson River was cleaner
in those days, Karton says He
and his buddies used to catch
fish and crabs off the docks,
and they often went swimming
on warm summer evenings.
'We swallowed many a mouth-
ful of water and nothing ever
happened." the Bayonne resi-
dent says.

Changes in shipping

moored vessel came to be
known as a "lighter." The ligh-
terage system also helped alle-
viate the traffic jams, because
boats could be loaded and un-
loaded mid-river if there was
no room at dockside.

The railroads owned most
of these boats and an auxiliary
fleet of car floats for transport-
ing fully loaded railroad cars
across the harbor, and they
provided the transportation
service to their clients at no
additional charge. The custom
of free lighterage grew up in
the nineteenth century, when
the railroads were competing
with canal boats that could
take goods directly to ships.
The railroad companies also
owned their own ferries, docks
and even their own shipyards.

Karton, who was employed
as both a boiler worker and a
welder, worked in the Erie
Railroad's shipyard at Pavonia
Avenue in Jersey City for most
of his career. The Erie Yard
only performed repair work,
rather than building tugs and
ferries from scratch, but it still
was a gigantic operation, with
its own drydocks.

Thousands of ships

With the rise of trucking
and transatlantic plane flight
in the second half of this centu-
ry, the Hudson River side of the
port declined With the inven-
tion of large containers that
could be lifted directly off a
truck on to a ship, railroads
and the lighterage system be-
came obsolete.

Manufacturers now ship
their goods by truck to the
docks at Port Elizabeth and
Newark. The ocean liner traffic
also declined as more and
more people chose to fly rather
than travel by ship and the har-
bor became the peaceful place
it is now.

Most of the railroad lines
are gone now, and only one
ferry line currently plies the
Hudson.

The old terminals and ship-
yards have made way for hous-
ing developments, including
the $10 billion Newport project
and Port Liberte, both in Jer-
sey City. The Central Rail-
road's terminal in Jersey City
is still standing and has been
declared a historic landmark.
But the railroad yards around
it are now covered with grass
and form Liberty State Park

"A lot of the people who
worked on the railroads talk
about how they would never
move from the river. Being as-
sociated with the river is the
most important thing that hap-
pened in their lives." says pho-
tographer Bob Foster, who
talked to many old tugboat
workers while assembling an
tugboat exhibit for the Hudson
Waterfront Museum

However, harbor regulars
say that not all of the excite-
ment is gone. Some passenger
liners, including the Queen
Elizabeth II, still dock in New
York and they bring some of
the old bustle with them

"They come in around 7
am There it is. this thing that
is as long as a city block," says
Jane Wechsler, who works as a
cook on a tug boat. "Then
there's this pilot that somehow
knows how to apply pressure
with a tug boat to get (the liner)
to turn gently Ships have no
brakes. You turn it off and it
keeps going for a few miles.

"I've always been in awe of
what a pilot does. Their skill
goes back to the iron age. They
know about full tides and full
moons and what effect a wind
has."

At the harbor's peak, Penn-
sylvania Railroad alone had
more than 500 hulls, and there
were several thousand ships in
the harbor, according to
Brouwer. Although the hun-
dreds of boats which flooded
the harbor during last year's
celebration of the Statue of
Liberty were an unusual sight
in the 1980s, many area resi-
dents say the traffic would
have been considered normal
when the port was in its
heyday.

Lost jobs

As the number of boats
shrank, so did the available
jobs.

"When I began working for
Erie there were 220 boat re-
pairmen. When I retired in
1976, there were six," says Kar-
ton. Improved technology —
particularly the switch from
steam to diesel engines — also
cut down on the number of
jobs. "It was sad to see those
diesels coming in because so
many people left." he says.
"That's when I changed from a
boiler to a welder."

The switch to diesel en-
gines also altered the way the
harbor sounded.

"Steam had a much more
human sound," Milster says.
"The noise levels were much
lower and wheezier. A diesel
engine growls at you."

Many shipping companies
also traded in their steam whis-
tles for air horns, preferring
the more efficient, directed
noise produced by the horns.
Memorable work

Most of the men who
worked on the docks have re-
tired or moved away, but they
haven't forgotten the Hudson.

Renewed attention

Although high volume ship-
ping is unlikely to return to the
Hudson, the various piers and
docks en both sides of the river
are beginning to attract re-
newed attention.

• The Manhattan passen-
ger piers are seeing some in-
creased business because the
cruise industry is enjoying a
renaissance of sorts.

• More large-scale passen-
ger ships have just been com-
pleted or are under construc-
tion than ever before,
according to Frank Braynard,
historian of the Port of New
York/New Jersey.

• Thanks in part to the tele-
vision show "The Love Boat,"
more and more Americans are
now taking vacation cruises.
Most of these ships leave from
warm weather ports like Mi-
ami, but people in the New
York and New Jersey shipping
industry say they are hoping
that some of the increased
business will benefit them as
well.

• On the New Jersey side,
several local groups, including
the Hoboken Environment
Committee and the Hudson Wa-
terfront Museum, are attempt-
ing to found parks and muse-
ums that will preserve New
Jersey's waterfront heritage
for the area's current and fu-
ture residents.

The Environment Commit-
tee sponsors the annual River
City Fair, taking place today
and tomorrow along the Hud-
son between Fourth and Sixth
streets in Hoboken, in order to
make area residents more
aware of the waterfront and to
emphasize the problem of wa-

Above: Evening on board a tugboat (top); The tugboat 'Dorothy
Moran' and the 'Galileo.' Both photos by Jane Wechsler. Right:

The Erie tugboat 'Paterson' transporting barges across the
Hudson. Photo from the Hudson Waterfront Museum.

terfront access. The museum,
although it is still seeking a
permanent home, is currently
sponsoring an exhibit about
Hudson tugboats at the Inter-
pretive Center in Liberty State
Park.

Spell still cast
Even though commerce on

the Hudson has declined dra-

matically, the river continues
to cast its spell.

"There's something really
profound that affects people
about being on the river,
Weschler says. "The vista of the
harbor is mysterious even in
broad daylight. Even when it's
freezing outside, you can look
out the porthole and it's
glorious."

Waterfront Museum
looks for a home
By Brooke A.Masters

Prompted by the rotting piers and the massive develop-
ment along the waterfront's old railroad yards, a group of
Hudson County residents have decided to preserve the
river's history by founding a museum.

Although the Hudson Waterfront Museum has not
found a permanent home yet, its first exhibit, "Tugs on the
Hudson," is currently on display at the Interpretive Center
in Liberty State Park, Jersey City. For the exhibit, which
runs through Aug. 21. curators Bob Foster and Jane Stuer-
wald interviewed retired and current tugboat workers and
collected artifacts from the industry.

"We realized when we started that no one was pitying
much attention to preserving the history of the waterfront,
particularly the oral history," says Stuerwald, who also
teaches at Jersey City State College.

The curators conducted more than 15 hours of inter-
views with tugboat captains, crew members and repairmen.
They also spent a day on board a working tug. Quotations
from these interviews accompany a wide assortment of
current and historic photographs of Hudson tugboats
throughout the one-room exhibit.

The exhibit also features a collection of tugboat arti-
facts, including a 1920s model of the tugboat "Gowanus," on
loan from the South Street Seaport, tugboat whistles and
bells, and a handmade rope fender.

Stuerwald also put together a special tape of harbor
noises to accompany the display, but the Interpretive
Center has no permanent sound facilities, so casual visitors
cannot experience that part of the exhibit.

"Tugs on the Hudson" is the first of three Hudson
Waterfront Museum exhibits that will appear at the Inter-
pretive Center. The next exhibit, scheduled for next spring,
will focus on barges.

The museum was found in April 1986 by a group of area
residents who wanted to insure that the public would
continue to have access to the river and its history. The
group is looking for a permanent site for the museum that
would ideally include docks for visiting ships and space for
cultural performances and art shows in addition to the
museum itself, according to David Sharps, one of the
founders.

Several Gold Coast municipalities have expressed in-
terest in the museum, but no firm plans have been made,
Sharps says.

For more information about the museum, contact the
founders at P.O. Box 1602, West New York, NJ, 07093.

Robb AHen and Sieve Miller nm a roomcrte matching
service in Hoboken.

Real estate turns
to 'matchmaking'

By Jim DeRogatit.

Female seeks maletemaie have huge apartment, brownstone,
living room, dining room, fireplace, best location m Hobotasn.

No, the preceding sentence is not a personals ad placed
by an especially lonely woman. It's a listing with Apart-
mates, a new Hoboken real estate service that specializes
in finding roommates for people who cant afford to main-
tain their Gold Coast apartments on their own

Desperately seeking lodging9

Apart males may be just what you were looking for,
according to Robert Allen, who opened the service at 233
Washington St. in Hoboken three months ago with his
partner Steve Miller.

Apartmates matches people looking for a reasonably
priced place to live in Hudson County with people who
have space in their apartments and can't altord to live
there atone.

According to Allen, "With the soaring cost of living in
the area, having a roommate is the only reasonable alterna-
tive for a lot of people."

The fledgling company is the first of its kind in Hudson
County, and although there are other roommate referral
services in Manhattan, Allen says, "Apartmates does it
better."

Sitting in a cluttered office surrounded by computer
equipment and stacks of information sheets, Allen ex-
plaines the company's simple system. People looking for
someone to share the cost of maintaining their apartment
fill out a free listing with the company, noting the apart-
ment's location, layout and the amount of rent each room-
mate will pay. Listings can also include particular traits
people are seeking in their roommates: Whether they're a
smoker or a non-smoker, a slob or a neatnik or if they prefer
Bach to rock, Allen said.

Apartmates tries to match people who are suited to be
roommates and runs employment and reference checks on
prospective customers "It's much safer and easier dealing
with us than placing a 'roommate wanted' ad in the newspa-
per. You can hear from an awftil lotofftttts that way," Allen
says. People looking for an apartment pay Apartmates a
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Roommate referrals
cut cost of renting
Continued from Page 1
one-time fee of $85 and are
matched by the company's com-
puters with listings that seem
to fit their needs and price
range.

"Our job is part real estate
agent and part matchmaker,"
says Allen.

"We've matched guys with
guys, guys with girls, girls with
girls, guys with two girls, you
name it."

Apartmates customers are
also given a "eompatability"
guarantee — if things don't
work out with the new room-
mate, the firm will try to find """
them a new apartment and
roommate with no additional
cost.

"Our priority is the people.
We put them before the prof-
its," AUen says.

The 26-year-old entrepre-
neur was working in real estate
in Manhattan and moved to Ho-
boken about a year ago "be-
cause it is such a great place to
live." Allen says he saw a trend.

"The whole real estate
thing has gone so crazy on the
Gold Coast that you can't find
an apartment for less than $900
or $1,000. Contrary to what
some people think, a lot of the
people who are moving here
are young and they're not mak-
ing a lot of money. They're
sharing apartments with other
people in the same situation,"
he adds.

Allen and Miller, 28,
dreamed up a way to make
money helping people in their
search for roommates, and
Apartmates was born. Allen
says "business has really taken
off' since the firm set up shop,
and "owe-third of our business
comes as referrals from satis-
fied customers" from almost
every city in the county, from
North Bergen to Bayonne.

"We've placed a lot of peo-
ple who've had nowhere else to
go," Allen says proudly. "If
they hadn't been able to find a
roommate, they would have

been farced with moving out-
side the area."

Allen and his partner have
big plans for the future, includ-
ing linking up with roommate
referral services in other cit-
ies. Allen even has dreams of a
chain of Apartmates services
across the country.

"It's sort of a universal
need," he says. "Everyone
would like to have a house or a
condo or an apartment of their
own, but until they can afford
it, they're going to need a
roommate."



Carelessness blamed
in blaze at Brass Rail

j
By Ellen Moodir
and Jim DeRogati*.

The Brass Rail is a smoky
cavern, its antique wooden bar
blistered and black with soot,
its historic mural hidden in
darkness. Construction work-
ers have hammered thick
boards across the broken
windows.

A three-alarm fire broke
out in the popular Hoboken bar
and restaurant before sunrise
Saturday morning The Un roof
confined the flames to the first-
floor bar, but the second and
third floors sustained smoke
and water damage.

Carelessness most likely
caused the blaze, said Acting
Fire Chief and Chief Fire In
vestigator Richard Tremitiedi
He has narrowed the point of
origin to a waiters' station with
a coffee warmer and a recepta-
cle for ash trays and cigarettes

Either smoldering butts or
an overheated coffee pot prob-
ably started the fire, he said

There was heavy fire dam-
age within a 15-foot radius of
the station, he said, adding that
heat from the fire scorched the
entire first floor.

The first alarm came at 4:21
a.m., about two hours after the
bar closed, according to Fire
Dispatcher Dennis Huelbig

The bar's main owner, Mi-
chael Peters, lived with his
wife and three children on the
third floor of the brick build-
ing After being notified of the
fire, Peters, who was vacation-
ing with his family in Ireland,
flew back late Saturday after-
noon, but could not be reached
for comment.

Tremitiedi said the Peters
family will probably be able to
return to their apartment as
soon as the electrical wires dry
out.

The restaurant on the sec-
ond floor served French cui-
sine and was recognized by
statewide publications as one

See CARELESSNESS — Page S

PARKING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF HOBOKtN

VISITOR
PARKING PERMIT

HOBOK
n«Mit» mm m DIVMUIKO ON TH* ntmr DA$H»OA«D AM
*H»t AND MIST I t H UVMM£A*L£ HtOMTHI EXTIJtHWi 1

Photo by Stave Golecki

Boorded-up windows stand as mute evidence of Saturday
morning fire which scorched the popular tavern.

Don't dare park in an unmetered spat in Hoboken a few months from now unless one of these is
displayed in your car: A visitors' dashboard placard, left, or a residents-only window sticker.

Residents-only parking plan
to cost more than fees fetch

Carelessness blamed
in blaze at Brass Rail
Continued from Page 1

of the top 10 in New Jersey
Bartender Pat Meade

worked the night before the
fire and was one of the last
people to see the 59-year-old
mural, which celebrated
transportation.

•it's a bit of a shock,' he
said, his voice tinged with Dub-
lin. "Last night was the first
Saturday night I've had off in
years. Now about 30 to 35 peo-
ple are out of a job."

He has hopes that the bar
will reopen soon. "It was most-
ly cosmetic, the damage. I
think," he said. "I think very

little ol the names touched the
bar itself."

The Brass Rail was one of
the first "upscale " bars to open
in Hoboken, heralding its
much-ballyhooed real-estate
renaissance. But the bar at-
tracted a diverse crowd, from
construction workers to Wall
Streeters.

"The atmosphere was
great," Meade said "A bunch
of Irish guys would come in, a
lot of English people It was a
worldwide congregation You
could meet anybody from any-
where there . . . it just had a
magic, that place."

By Dominick ('alicchio

Fees the Hoboken Parking
Authority will collect from city
motorists for permit-stickers
beginning today won't nearly
cover the costs of starting the
city's new residents-only park-
ing program.

"The start-up costs are go-
ing to far exceed the reve-
nues," said Patrick J. Caufield,
executive director of the Hobo-
ken Parking Authority. "We're
going to have to hire at least
one person full-time to main-
tain the program."

In addition. Caufield said,
the Parking Authority has or-
dered two motorized scooters
to help its personnel patrol
streets in search of out-of-city
vehicles.

Exact costs weren't imme-
diately available from the

Parking Authority, but City
Council President E. Norman
Wilson, author of the ordi-
nance, estimates it's going to
take at least $20,000 to pur
chase stickers, signs, registra-
tion forms, the scooters and
special tire "boot" devices
which parking authority em-
ployees will lock onto illegally
parked vehicles.

The City Council adopted
Wilson's ordinance in January
to limit non-metered, on-street
parking in the city to those ve-
hicles owned by city residents.
Beginning today, residents in a
small area of the city may apply
for the stickers to display in
their car windows.

The charge will be $5 per
vehicle. Caufield said there are
between 8,000 and 10,000 resi-
dent vehicles in the city and
another 1,000 vehicles are

parked in Hoboken daily by
out-of-towners who then take
PATH or buses to their Man-
hattan jobs.

Wilson said he drew up the
ordinance last year in response
to resident complaints about
the interlopers.

"If you stop most residents
on the streets, they'll tell you
stories of people coming in
here at 7 in the morning and
parking here all day," he said.
"Hopefully this program will
allow people to park within
their own neighborhoods."

Critics of the sticker system
contend that wily out-of-
towners will manage to obtain
stickers illegally. Although the
city ordered twice as many
stickers as its residents have
cars, Caufield maintains that
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Reform plans going to Council
Residents-only parking
to cost more than fees

By Bill Campbell , < - _ « , -

Ordinances to create mu-
nicipal departments of engi-
neering and finance, two key
elements of Mayor Thomas
Vezzetti's plan to reorganize
city government, will be intro-
duced at tonight's session of
the Hoboken City Council.

The council will also vote
on reorganization ordinances
to establish personnel and a
purchasing divisions under the
Department of Administration.
Appropriations for the four
new agencies, nearly $140,000,
have been included in the 1987
municipal budget.

The ordinances are the
first phase of a sweeping pro-
posal Vezzetti made in Febru-
ary to streamline government
and reduce spending. Other
plans call for the Community
Development Agency to be
abolished and re-established
as the department of planning
and development.

The proposals were
shelved by the council during
spring's municipal elections,

and were criticized by anti-ad-
ministration candidates. How-
ever, Vezzetti allies control a
slim majority on the nine-mem-
ber council and little resis-
tance to the plan is expected at
tonight's first reading, observ-
ers say.

Mayoral aide Laurie Fa-
biano, architect of the plan,
said the proposals were a re-
sponse to years of "crisis man-
agement" and a means of estab-
lishing an efficient and cost-
effective municipal structure.
Officials said the plan will call
for the creation of two new jobs
to fill the directors' seats and
the upgrading of existing em-
ployees to fill positions in the
new divisions.

According to job descrip-
tions in the February proposal,
the department of engineering
will ensure that the city has a
full-time engineer to maintain
quality control for major
projects.

The department of finance
will oversee municipal finance
operations as well as maintain
jurisdiction over the tax collec-

tor and the comptroller.
The divisions of purchas-

ing and personnel will main-
tain quality control over pur-
chases and the hir ing of
personnel, the report said.

The city currently employ-
ees an engineer on a contractu-
al basis. Administration offi-
cials believe a director of
engineering can better prepare
specifications for all projects

and monitor the performance
of other engineers and contrac-
tors.

The engineering and fi-
nance departments have been
allocated $21,000 each for the
second half of fiscal 1987. Each
director will have a salary of
$20,000.

The council will meet at 7
p.m. in the council chambers at
City Hal)

Continued from Page 1
the opportunity lor corrup-

tion is slight.
Ho said each sticker in-

cludes a serial number that
suspicious residents can report
to the authority. Since each ap-
plication is recorded on the
Parking Authority's computer
system, the legitimacy of a
sticker can be determined
quickly, be said.

Caufield said registration
will begin slowly, with today's
limited to car-owners living
from Observer Highway to the
south side of Fourth Street,
from Hudson Street to the Hud-
son River.

"We just wanted to see how
we can handle the crowds," he
said, "so we made the sections

Residents unload on supermarket
Continued from Page 1
Vitale told the Zoning Board of
Adjustment in 1984 he would
resume loading from within his

own lot after expansion of the
supermarket building was
comuleted.

In other business, the coun-

cil agreed to pay more than
$9,000 in legal fees for Council
members Delia Fave, Cunning
and Peter Alicandri.

Vezzetti tells PA to ship out
By JANET WILSON
Staff Writer

" HOBOKEN—Mayor Thomas F. Vezzetti
yesterday ordered the Port Authority to
vacate within three days the waterfront
piers it rents from the city.

"Because they have failed to uphold their
lease, they have been ordered to get out,"

si>id city Law Director Will'am Graves, who
prepared the letter the mayor mailed to
Stephen Berger, executive director of the
Port Authority of New York and New-
Jersey.

The eviction notice was sent on the same
day as the release of guidelines for the
waterfront that would reduce drastically the

scope and height of the authority's proposed
development on the piers.

Asked if the city was going to war with
the authority, Vezzetti said, "That's a nice
way to put it."

Yesterday, private developers were ex-
pressing interest in submitting plans for the
prime waterfront property, if the authority

decides to leave or loses possession of the
piers in court.

The valuable piers have been the source
of ongoing litigation and negotiation be
tween the city and the authtwity for the last
four years According to the- terms of the
original 1952 lease, the authority is sup
posed t<! maintain the three propertie.s as a ',
profitable marine terminal

small ' Although city employ-
ees have already posted signs
pertaining to the ordinance,
Caufield said the law won't
take effect until everyone has
had a chance to register and
receive stickers.

The initial registration will
be held from 4 p.m to 7:45 p.m.
in Demarest School, Fourth
and Garden streets.

Applicants must bring a
valid New Jersey driver li-
cense or some other form of
identification, such as a lease,
deed, or recent utility or tele-
phone bill.

Registration for residents
living between Hudson Street
and the river will be completed
this week.

Tomorrow is reserved for
the residents between the
north side of Fourth Street and
the south side of Eighth Street.
Wednesday is for those be-
tween the north side of Eighth
Street and the south side of
Twelfth Street. And Thursday
is for residents between the
north side of Twelfth and the
Weehawken border.

Residents unable to attend
the session reserved for their
area will be notified of an al-
ternate session sometime in
the next two weeks, Caufield
said. Registration for other city
residents will also appear in
local papers as soon as sched-
uling is completed, he said.

Court scrutiny
is important

Hudson County's court system
has the responsibility to scrutinize
the results of any election where
there has been an appearance of
impropriety.

That's the lesson to remember
from the latest imbroglio in the nev-
er-ending saga of Hudson County
politics, involving the May 12 coun-
cil race in Hoboken s Third Ward.

The losing candidate in that elec-
tion, Anthony Kusso. successfully
won a court-ordered runoff election
for a rematch against incumbent
Steve Cappiello. Russo proved to
the court that 44 voters had regis-
tered improperly to vote in the ini-
tial election.

Superior Court Judge Dorothea
O'C Wefing disqualified the 44 votes
because of a technicality involving a
discrepancy between the dates that
the voters' registration cards were
witnessed and the dates they were
actually signed by the voters.

Judge Wefing did the correct
thing.

Now, maybe it was unfortunate
that voters, who registered to vote
voting in good faith, were called to
court over what seemed to some a
minor technicality.

But that's not the point.
By acting as it did, the court has

sent out a clear signal that it will
diligently safeguard the will of the
people in future elections.

A few of the 44 Hoboken newcom-
ers said they were deprived of their
right to vote when their vote was
disqualified. But that's not true. A
runoff election will be held on Sept.
15, leaving them until Sept. 9 to
register properly to vote.

Those voters who were asked to
reveal their election choice in open
court were justified in their outrage.
Judge Wefing was wrong to ask the
first eight voters called in to testify
to reveal in court, in front of the
council candidates and their attor-
neys, their choices in the election.
However, Judge Wefing was made to
realize this error herself, and she
corrected the situation by asking
subsequent witnesses to write their
choices on a slip of paper intended
for the judge's eyes only.

A few of the newcomers said the
whole experience has left them so
unsettled that they will probably
never vote again in a local election.

They should reconsider. Those
who refuse to vote are failing to
exercise their crucially important
right to choose the people who will
be making the important decisions
in their community. By refusing to
vote out of annoyance at what hap-
pened, they could end up hurting
themselves and their fellow
citizens.

Residents unload
on supermarket

Dell' Aquila may have to return UDAG
By Jim DeRogatis ^ _ / /-IT 7

Hoboken developer Antho-
ny Dell' Aquila may be forced
to return a $1.7 million Urban
Development Action Grant for
having violated employment
requirements at a building at
1501 Bloomfield St.

In a letter dated Aug. 10,
Hoboken Mayor Thomas Vez-
zelti -advised Dell" Aquila that
he has violated the terms of a
$1.7 million UDAG awarded in
1983 for rehabilitation of a
200.000-square-foot commer-
cial building on the city's
northern waterfront. The letter
was prepared by the city Com-

munity Development Agency,
which oversees the use of
UDAG funds in Hoboken, and
signed by the mayor.

The UDAG grant agree-
ment stipulated that Dell'
Aquila use the money to reno-
vate the building to accommo-
date manufacturing tenants,
and he was required to show
that the building created 300
new manufacturing jobs in the
area. The agreement set a July
3. 1987 deadline for fulfilling
the employment requirements,
according to the CDA.

"It is my understanding
that as of this date, no tenants
are occupying the building

(and) the interior of the build-
ing has not yet been configured
to reflect anticipated use as a
manufacturing facility," the
letter states.

Sources said Dell' Aquila
is deliberately keeping the
building vacant and plans to
sell it to another developer.
Dell' Aquila also owns the
nearby Standard Brands build-
ing and holds an option to buy
the adjacent Hoboken Ship-
yards site, and said he plans a
massive mixed-use waterfront
development on the land. ,

An enigmatic figure who
shuns all contact with the
press, Dell" Aquila did not re-

turn requests for comment.
CDA spokeswoman Peggy
Thomas said the agency has not
received a response to its
letter.

According to the letter, the
federal Department of Housing
and Urban Development,
which sets the terms for
UDAGs and awards the funds,
directed the CDA to advise
Dell' Aquila of his options for
the project. HUD launched an
investigation into the UDAG
several weeks ago following an
article by a local weekly news-
paper that questioned whether
Dell' Aquila was violating the
terms of the grant by "ware-

housing" the building, or keep-
ing it empty.

If Deir Aquila does not
complete the building and con-
form to the UDAG employment
requirements, he will likely be
forced to return all or most of
the grant money, the letter
states. The developer is pro-
hibited from selling the build-
ing or renting it to non-manu-
facturing tenants without
returning the full amount of
the grant and any penalties,
according to CDA.

Dell" Aquila can appeal to
HUD to modify the require-
ments of the UDAG agreement
to allow him to attract tenants

From outside the manufactur-
ing sector. However, white col-
lar tenants paying market-rate
rents for office space would
likely generate more profits for
the developer, negating the
original need HUD saw for the
grant, CDA sources said.

Meanwhile, the status of
Dell' Aquila's proposed water-
front development is uncer-
tain. The developer was negoti-
ating with New York developer
William Zeckendorf Jr. to un-
dertake the joint venture, but, a
Zeckendorf spokesman said
last week the talks yielded
nothing and Zeckendorf is no
longer considering the venture.

By Dominick ("alicchio

Residents of Hoboken's
Grand Street fought tooth-and-
nail with the City Council last
night, determined not to lose
parking spaces to the owner of
a local supermarket.

After about an hour of bit-
ter testimony from residents,
Councilwoman Helen Cunning
tabled her resolution that
would have granted a loading
zone to the Foodtown on Grand
between Sixth and Seventh
streets.

Councilman Joseph Delia
Fave offered Foodtown a
chance to defend itself, but
owner Martin Vitale chose to

remain in the corridor of City
Hall

The corner of Grand and
Seventh has been used as a
loading zone for about 2V2 years
after having been designated
in 1985 only as a 90-day tempo-
rary zone, residents told the
council.

City Law Director William
Graves confirmed there's no re-
cord that the corner was ever
legally designated as a perma-
nent loading zone.

Residents said tractor-
trailers routinely double- and
triple-park at the corner and
truck engines are kept running
during deliveries despite a city
ordinance prohibiting the
practice Several also charged
that police have been lax in
issuing summonses to improp-
erly parked truckdrivers.

Cunning, who said she lives
near the loading zone, said
she's aware of congestion cre-
ated at the corner but thinks
Vitale has a legitimate need.

"A supermarket, for better
or worse, has to have some kind
of place from which to load,"
she said.

Residents responded that
See RESIDENTS — Page 13


